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U could not have choſen, my Friend, a 


better time than the preſent, - to remind me of my 
promiſe to ſend you my Thoughts on Hunting; for the 
accident that brought me hi 


ſome time, nor have I an 
obeying your commands: 


* * , 


* 


er-is likely to detain me 
| -longer an excuſe for not 
I have hitherto excuſed 
ſome publication or other on that ſub- 


as nothing of the kind has appeared, notwithſtanding 
it is ſo much wanted, I am myſelf at this time, ſuffici- 


* 


E ently 
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endy idle to axddrtthee' the talk, nor ſhall 1 think" it a 
trifling ſubje& to write on, if you think it a neceſſary 
one: I wiſh the experience I have had of that diverſion, 


may enable me to anſwer the many queſtions you are 
pleaſed to make concerning it. 


Knowinc your partiality to rhyme, 1 could wiſh to 
ſend you my thoughts in verſe; but as this would take 
me longer time, without anſwering your purpoſe better, 
I muſt beg you to accept them in humble proſe—in my 
opinion, better ſuited to the ſubject. Didactic eſſays | 
ſhould be as little clogged as poſſible; they ſhould pro- 
ceed regularly, and clearly; ſhould be eaſily written, 
and as caſily underſtood, having leſs to do with, words, 
than things. The game of crambo is out of faſhion, to 
the. no ſmall prejudice of the rhyming; tribe; and before 
I could find a rhyme to porringer, I ſhould hope to fi- 
niſn a - great part-of theſe letters. I ſhall ther efor 2 with- 
out further delay, proceed upon them: This however I 
muſt deſire. to be, finſt underſtood between us, łhat when, 

to ſave trouble to us both I ſay a thing is, without 
en a ſalvo t to the tail of it, ſuch, as, in nn apiuion— 


to the 


Une — 9 
Jo the beſt of my judgment, &c. &c. - you ſhall not call my 
humility in queſtion, as the aſſertion is not meant to be 
mathematically certain. When I have any better au- 
thority than my own, ſuch as Somervile for inſtance, 
(who by the bye, is the only one I believe, who has 
written on this ſubje& to be underſtood), I ſhall take 
the. liberty of giving it you in his own words, to fave 
you the trouble of turning to him. 

You may remember perhaps, when we were hunt- 
ing together at Turin, and the hounds had loſt the ſtag, 
and the piqueurs, (till more in fault than they), knew 
not which way to try, the King bid them ask Milord 
Anglois ;—nor is it to be wondered at if an Engliſhman 
ſhould be thought to underſtand the art of hunting, 
hen the hounds this country produces are univerſally 
allowed to be the beſt in the whole world from which, 
I think this inference may be drawn, that although eve- 
Ty man who follows this diverſion may not underſtand 
it, yet that it is extraordinary of the many that do, that 
one only of any note ſhould have written on the ſub- 
1 Ait is rather unfortunate for me that the ingenious 

B 2 ſportſman 


N 
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ſportſman ſhould have preferred writing an elegant poem, 
to an uſeful leſſon; ſince if he had pleaſed, he might 
eaſily have ſaved me the trouble of writing theſe letters. 
Is it not ſtrange that in a country where the preſs is in 

one continued labour with opinions of almoſt every kind, 
from the moſt ſerious and inſtructive, to the moſt ridi- 
culous and trifling; 4 country beſides, ſo famous for 
the beſt hounds, and the beſt horſes to follow them, 
whoſe authors ſometimes hunt, and whoſe ſportſmen 
ſometimes write, that only the practical part of hunting 
ſhould be underſtood rere is however no doubt but 
the practical part of it would be n, were e 
to accompany N. . l at 


* LY 


oy 
Pp: A 3 


. France; Germany, and Italy, are alfo ſilent, I believe, 
on this ſubject, though each of theſe countries has had 
its ſportſmen.” Foxes it; is true they never N hunt, and 
hares but ſeldom; yet the ſtag and wild boar both in 
France and in Germany are ſtill purſued with the ut- 
moſt ſplendour and magnificence. In Italy, I believe, 
there has been no hunting ſince: the death of the Duke 
ef Parma; he was very fond of it, and 1 apprehend all 

by 2 hunting 


HUN TI N 6. 4 
hunting in that country ceaſed with him. The only 
ſportſmen now remaining are gentlemen in green coats, 
who taking their couteaux de chaſſe along with them, 
walk into the fields to catch ſmall birds, which they call 
undar a la caccia, or in plain Engliſh going a hunting; 
yet it has not been ſo with horſemanſhip; that has been 
treated ſcientifically by all—In Italy by Pignatelli,—In 
Germany by Iſenbourg,—and in France by La Gueriniere : 
— Nor are the uſeful leſſons of the Duke of Newcaſtle 
confined to this country only; they are both read and 
_ practiſed every where; nor is he the only noble lord who 
has written on the ſubject. While on hunting, all are 
ſilent; and were it not for the muſe of Somervile, 
which has ſo judiciouſly and ſo ſweetly ſung, the dog, 
that uſeful, that honeſt, that faithful, that diſintereſted, 
chat entertaining animal, would be ſuffered to paſs 
unnoticed and undiſtinguiſhed. 8 i 


zi & Nor THERN court once indeed did honor this animal 
with a particular mark of approbation and reſpect; but 
the fidelity of the dog has ſince given place to the ſa- 
. gacity of the elephant. Naturaliſts, it is true, have in- 

” cluded 
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cluded dogs in the ſpecific. deſcriptions-they have given 
us of animals,—Authors may haye written on hunting, 
and bookſellers may know many, that to ſportſmen are 
unknown—but I again repeat that I know not any writer, 
antient or modern, from the time of Nimrod to the 
preſent day (one only excepted) who has given any uſe- 
ful information to a ſportſman. 


IT may be objected, that the hunting of a pack of 
hounds depends on the huntſman; and that the huntſ- 
man, generally ſpeaking, is an illiterate. fellow, who ſel- 
dom can either read, or write; — This cannot well be 
denied. -l muſt therefore obſerve, that it is impoſlible the 
buſineſs of a kenne] ſhould go on as it ought, unleſs 
the maſter himſelf knows ſomething of it; for there muſt 
be an underſtanding ſomewhere; nor can any gentleman 
enjoy this noble diverſion in perfection without it. 


IT is the opinion of a great ſportſman, that it is as 
difficult to find a perfect huntſman, as a good prime 
miniſter. Without taking upon me to determine what 
requiſites may be neceſſary to form a good prime mi- 


niſter, 


FP 


S +2 


niſter, I will deſcribe ſome of thoſe which are eſſentially 
neceſſary towards making a perfect huntſman; qualities 
which, I will venture to ſay, would not diſgrace more 
brilliant ſituations :—ſuch as a clear head, nice obſer- 
vation, quick apprehenſion, undaunted courage, ſtrength 
of conſtitution, activity of body; a good ear, and a 
good voice. 


THrrs is not any one of thoſe branches of knowledge, 
commonly dignified with the title of arts, which has not 
its rudiments or principles, through which a competent 
knowledge, if not perfection, may be obtained: whereas 
hunting, the ſole buſineſs of ſome, and the amuſement 
of the greateſt part of the youth of this kingdom, ſeems 
left alone to chance. Its purſuit-puts us both to great- 
er expence, and greater inconvenience than any thing 
| beſides, and yet we truſt. our diverſion in it to the ſole 
guidance of a huntſman: We follow juſt as he chooſes 
to lead us; and we ſuffer the ſucceſs, or diſappointment 
of the. chaſe to depend ſolely on the judgment of a 
fellow, who is frequently a greater brute. than the crea- 
ture on which he rides. I would not be underſtood to 

C HET mean 
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mean by this, that an huntſman ſhould. be a ſcholar, 
or that every gentleman ſhould\ hunt his own hounds: 
A huntſman need not be a man of letters; but give me 
leave to ſay, that had he the beſt underſtanding, he 
would frequently find opportunities of exerciſing, it, and 
intricacies which might put it to the teſt. You will ſay, 
perhaps, there is ſomething too laborious in, the occu- 
pation of a huntſman for a gentleman to take it upon 
himſelf; you may alſo think that it is beneath him; 1 
agree with you in both, —yet I hope, he may have leave 
to underſtand: it. If he follows the diverſion, it is a 
ſign of his liking it; and if he likes it, ſurely it is ſome 
diſgrace to him to be ignorant of it. 


I rind it will not be neceſſary to ſay much to recom- 
mend a diverſion to you, which you ſo profeſſedly 


admire; it would be needleſs therefore to enumerate 
the heroes of antiquity who were taught the art of hunt- 
ing, or the many great men, among whom was the fa- 
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mous Galen, who join in recommending it. I ſhall 
however, remind you that your beloved hero, Henry the 
Fourth of France, made it his chief amuſement, and his 
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very love letters, ſtrange as it may appear, are full of 
little elſe: and that one of the greateſt miniſters this 
country ever produced, was ſo fond of this diverſion, that 
the firſt letter he opened, as I have been told, was gene- 
rally that of his huntſman. In moſt countries, from the 
earlieſt times, hunting has been a principal occupation 
of the people, either for uſe or amuſement, and many 
princes have made it their chief delight; — a circumſtance 
which occaſioned the following bon mot. Louis the Fif- 
teenth was ſo paſſionately fond of this diverſion, that it 
occupied him intirely; the King of Pruſſia, who never 
hunts, gives up a great deal of his time to muſic, and 


plays himſelf on the flute: A German, laſt war meeting 


a Frenchman, aſked him very impertinently, “ / /ou 
ce maitre chaſſoit toujours? — © oui, oui, repliqua l'autre 
« ij nc joue jamais de la flute. 


he reply was excellent, 

but it would have been as well, perhaps, for mankind, if 
that great man had never been otherwiſe. employed. — 
Hunting is the ſoul of a country life; it gives health to 
the body, and content to the mind, and is one of the 
few pleaſures we can enjoy in ſociety, without prejudice 
either to ourſelves, or our friends, | 
+" We Taz 
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10 THOUGHTS ON 


Tax Spectator has drawn with infinite humour the 
character of a man who paſſes his whole life in purſuit of 
trifles; and I have no doubt, other Will Wimbles might 


ſtill be ſound. I hope however he did not think they 


were confined to the country only. Triflers there are of 


every denomination.— Are we not all triflers? and are we 


not told that all is vanity? The Spectator without doubt 
felt great compaſſion for Mr. Wimble; yet Mr. Wimble, 
might not have been a proper object of it; ſince it is more 


than probable he was a happy man, if the employing of 
his time in obliging others, and pleaſing himſelf can be 


thought to have made him ſo: Whether vanity miſleads 
us or not in the choice of our purſuits, the pleaſures or 
advantages which reſult from them, will beſt determine. 
fear the occupation of few gentlemen will allow of 
nice ſcrutiny ; occupations therefore that amuſe, and are 


at the ſame time innocent, that promote exerciſe and 
conduce to health, though they may appear trifles in the 


eyes of others, certainly are not ſo to thoſe who enjoy 
them: of this number I think 1 may reckon hunting; and 
I am particularly glad the ſame author furniſhes a quo- 
tation in ſupport of it; ** for my own part,” ſays this 

elegant 


AU NMEA 11 
elegant writer, I intend to hunt twice a week during 
« my. ſtay with Sir Roger; and ſhall preſcribe the mode- 
ce rate uſe of this exerciſe to all my country friends, as the 
« beſt phyſic for mending a bad conſtitution, and preſer- 
« ying a good one. — The inimitable Cervantes, alſo 
makes honourable mention of this diverſion, He makes 
Sancho ſay - mercy on me what pleaſure can you find, 
« any of ye all, in killing a poor beaſt that never meant 
« any harm?” that the Duke may reply, —“ you are 
ce miſtaken, Sancho; hunting wild beaſts is the moſt pro- 
ce per excerciſe for knights and princes ; for in the chace 
« of a ſtout noble beaſt, may be-reprefented the whole 
« art of war, ſtratagems, policy, and ambuſcades, with 
ce all other devices uſually practiſed to overcome an enemy 
cc with ſafety, Here we are expoſed to the extremities 
cc of heat and cold; eaſe and lazineſs can have no room 
e in this diverſion ; by this we, are inured to toil and hard- 
* ſhip, our limbs are ſtrengthened, our joints made ſupple, 
* and our whole body hale and active: In ſhort it is an 
te exerciſe that may be beneficial to many, and can be 
ke © prejudicial to none.” - Small indeed is the number of 
thoſe who in the courſe of five thouſand years have em- 


ployed 
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ployed themſelves in the advancement of uſeful know- 
ledge. Mankind have been bleſt with but one Titus, that 
we know of, and it is to be feared he has had but few 
imitators. Days and years fly away without any account 
taken of them, and how many may reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
to paſs without affording even amuſement to others, 
or ſatisfaction to ourſelves. Much more, I think, may be 
ſaid in favour of the Wimbles; but it muſt be confeſt, 
that the man who ſpends his whole time in trifles, paſſes 
it contemptibly, compared with thoſe who are employed 
in reſearches after knowledge uſeful to mankind, or in 
profeſſions uſeful to the ſtate. 


I am glad to find you approve of the plan I propoſe 
to obſerve in the courſe of theſe letters, in which it ſhalt 
be my endeavour to omit nothing, that may be neceſſary 
for you to know ; at leaſt, as far as my own obſervation 
and experience will give me leave. The experience J 
have had may be of uſe to you at preſent; others perhaps 
hereafter may write more judiciouſſy and more fully on 
the ſubject: You know it is my intereſt to wiſh they 
would, The few who have. written on hunting, refer 
you to their predeceſſors for great part of the information 


: 1. you 
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you might expect from them: and who their predeceſſors 

were, I have yet to learn. Even Somervile is leſs copious 

than I could wiſh, and has purpoſely omitted what is not 
to be found elſewhere ;—I mean receipts for the cure of 
ſuch diſeaſes as hounds are ſubject to. He holds ſuch in- 
formation cheap, and beneath his lofty muſe. Proſe has 

no excuſe, and you may depend on every information I 
can give.—The familiar manner in which my thoughts 
will be conveyed to you in theſe letters, will ſufficiently 
evince the intention of the author. —They are written 
with no other deſign than to be of uſe ro ſportſmen. 
Were my aim to amuſe, I would not endeavour to inſtruct. 
A ſong might ſuit the purpoſe better than an eſſay. To 


improve health by promoting exerciſe ; — to excite gen- 
tlemen who are fond of hunting to obtain the knowledge 
neceſſary to enjoy it in perfection ;—and to leſſen the pun- 
iſhments which are too often inflicted on an animal fo 
friendly to man, are the chief ends intended by the fol- 


lowing letters. 


I SHALL not pretend to lay down rules which are to 

be equally good in every country; I ſhall think myſelf 
| ſufficiently juſtified in recommending ſuch as have been 
tryed 
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14 THOUGHTS ON 


tryed with ſucceſs in the countries where I have generally 


hunted. As almoſt every country has a. different dialect, 
you will alſo excuſe, I hope, any terms that may not be 
eir 


current with y I will take the beſt care I can that. ti 
number ſhall be few. 1 need not; I think, adviſe you not 


to adopt too eaſily the opinions of other men. Tou will 
hear a tall man ſay it is nonſenſe to ride any but large 


ately ſell his little horſes, buy ſuch as he can hardly mount, 


and ride them in hilly countries for which they are totally 


unfit, Pride induces ſome men to dictate; indolenee 


makes others like to be dictated to. : fo both find their ; 
account in it. Tou will not let this miſlead you. Lon 
will dare to think for yourſelf.— Nor will you believe 


every man who pretends to know what you like, better 


than you do yourſelf. There is a degree of ,coxcombry, 
I believe, in every thing: You have heard, I make no 
doubt, that greyhounds are either black, or White, or 
black and white ;-and--if you have any faith in thoſe 
whs' ſay they know beſt, they will tell you there are no. 
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1 uu read ſomewhere, thiat there is no bobk Ie bad, 
but a judicious reader may derive ſome advantage from 


the reading of it; 1 hope theſe letters will not prove the 


only exception. Should they fall into the hands of fach 
as are not ſportimen, I need not, I think, make any excuſes 
to them for the contents, ſince the title fufficiently' ſhews 
for whom they were deſigned. Nor are they meant for 
ſuch ſportſmen as need not inſtruction, but for thoſe that 


do; to whom, I preſume; in ſonie parts at leaſt, they may 
be found of uſe. As a great book has been long 


looked upon as a great evil, I ſhall take care not 
to-ſin that way at leaſt, and ſhall endeavour to make 
theſe letters as ſhort as the extent of my ſubje& will 
admit: 


Lo will rally me, perhaps, on the choice of my 


frontiſpiece; but why ſhould not hunting admit the 
patronage of a lady? The antients, you know, invoked 
Diana at ſetting out on the chace, and ſacrificed to her 
at their return. Is not this enough to ſhew the propriety 


of my choice? At all events, J aſſure myſelf, you will 


approve her attendantsHealtb, and Contentment. 
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. I snaLL now take my leave of you for the preſent : 
In my next letter I ſhall proceed according to your de- 
fire, till I have anſwered all your queſtions. Remem- 
ber you are not to expect entertainment; I wiſh you 
may find ſome inſtruction: the dryneſs of the ſubject 
may excuſe your want of the one, and I cannot doubt 
of your indulgence ſhould J fail in the other, whilſt 1 
am obeying your commands. 
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JINCE you intend to make hunting your chief 
amuſement in the country, you are certainly in the right 
to give it ſome conſideration before you begin, and not 


33 


like Maſter Stephen in the play, buy firſt a hawke, and 


then hunt after a book to keep it by.—I am glad to 
find that you intend to build a new kennel, as I flatter 
myſelf the experience. I have had may be of ſome uſe to 


you in the building of it: It is not only the firſt thing 


you ſhould do, but it 1s alſo the moſt important. As 
often as your mind may alter, ſo often may you eaſily | 


Change from one kind of hound to another ; but your 


kennel will ſtill remain the ſame ; will always keep its 
original imperfections, unleſs altered at a great expence, 
to. be leſs perfect at laſt, than it might have been made 
at firſt, had you purſued a proper plan. It is true, 
hounds may be kept in barns, and ſtables; but thoſe who 
keep them in ſuch places can beſt inform you whether 

| Bo - their 
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5 THOUGHTS ON 


their hounds are capable of anſwering the NOT IN for 


which they. are kept. The ſenſe of ſmelling, the odora 
canum vis, as Virgil calls it, is ſo exquiſite in a hound, 


that I cannot but ſuppoſe every ſtench is hurtful to it. 


It is that faculty on which all our hopes depend; it is 


that which muſt lead us o'er greaſy fallows, where the 
feet of the game we purſue being clogged, leave little 


' ſcent behind, as well as o'er ſtony roads, through watery 


meads, and where Theep have ſtained the ground. 


CLeantiness is not only abſolutely —— to the noſe 
of the hound, but alſo to the preſervation of his health. 
Dogs are naturally cleanly animals : They ſeldom, when 
they can help it, dung where they lie: Air and freſh 
ſtraw are neceſſary to keep them healthy. They are fab. | 


ject to the mange; a diſorder, to which poverty and 


naſtineſs do very much contribute. This, tho' eaſily 
ſtopped at its firſt appearance, if ſuffered to continue 
long, greatly leſſens the powers of the animal; and the 
remedies which muſt then be uſed, being i in themſelves 


violent, often injure his conſtitution : It had better be 


prevented : Let the kennel therefore be your particu- 
lar care. 


cc Upon 
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«© Upon ſome little eminence erect, + 
'And fronting to the ruddy dawn; its courts - 

On either hand wide op'ning to receive 

The ſun's all-chearing beams, when mild he ſhines, 

And gilds the mountain tops.” ——— _ 


Such as Somervile directs may be the ſituation ; its ſize 


muſt be ſuited to. the number of its inhabitants ; the 
architecture of it may be conformable to your own taſte. 


Uſeleſs expence I ſhould not recommend, yet as I ſuppoſe 
you will often make it a viſit, at leaſt in the hunting 


ſeaſon, I could wiſh it might have a neatneſs without, as 


well as cleanlineſs within, the more to tempt you to it. 
I ſhould for the ſame reaſon wiſh it to be as near your 
houſe, as you will give it leave. I know there are many 
objections to its being near: J foreſee ſtill more to its 
being at a diſtance : there is a vulgar ſaying, that it is 
the maſter's eye that makes the horſe fat; I can aſſure 
you it is even more neceſſary in the kennel, where clean- 
lineſs is not leſs eſſential than food. | - 


*r — —  — — 5 
# > . 


Tuxkk are, I make no doubt, many better kennels than 


mine; ſome of which I think, you ſhould ſee before you 
begin to build: you can but make uſe of my plan in caſe 


| u 
7 yo 
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you ſhould like no other better. If, in the mean time, 
I am to give you my opinion what a kennel ought to be, 
I muſt ſend you a deſcription of my own, for I have not 

ſeen many others. 


I wouLD adviſe you to make it large enough at firſt, 
as any addition to it afterwards muſt ſpoil | the appearance 
of it. I have been obliged to add to mine, which was 
built from a plan of my own, and intended, at firſt, for 
a pack of beagles. As my feeding- yard is too ſmall, 
I will endeavour to remedy that defect in the plan I ſend 
you, which plan may be till enlarged or leſſened, as 
you think fit; or as your occaſions may require. 


I TrINK two kennels abſolutely neceſſary to the well- 
being of the hounds : when there is but one, it is ſeldom 
ſweet; and when cleaned out, the hounds, particularly | in 
winter, ſuffer both whilft it is cleaning, and as long as 
it remains wet afterwards. To be more clearly underſtood 
by you, I ſhall call one of theſe the hunting-kennel, by 
which J mean that kennel into which the hounds are 
drafted which are to hunt the next-day. Uſed always to 
* fame kennel, they will be drafted with little trouble 4 


they 
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they will anſwer to their names more readily, and you 


may count your hounds into the kennel with as much 


eaſe as a * counts his ſheep out of the fold. 


Wurx the feeder firſt comes to the kennel in a morn- 
ing, he ſhould let out the hounds into the outer court; 
at the ſame time opening the door of the hunting-kennel, 
leſt want of reſt, or bad weather ſhould incline them to 
go into it. The lodging- room ſhould then be cleaned 
out, the doors and windows of it opened, the litter ſha- 
ken up, and that whole kennel made ſweet and clean 


before the hounds return to it again. The great court 


and the other kennels are not leſs to be attended to, nor 
ſhould you paſs over in ſilence any omiſſion that is hurt- 


ful to your hounds, 5 


AN 


ow” 


THE One" of each 8 ſhould be brick'd, 


| and flop'd on both ſides to run to the center, with a gut- 


ter left to carry off the water, that when they are waſhed, 
they may be ſoon dry, If water ſhould: ſtand through 


any fault in the floor, it ſhould be carefully mopped up; 
for as warmth is in the greateſt degree neceſſary to hounds 
after work, ſo damps are equally prejudicial, You will 

| think _ 
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8 TY 5 5 
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think me, perhaps, too particular in "theſe directions; 
yet there can be no harm in your knowing what your 
ſervants ought to-do; as it is not impoſſible bes it may 
| be ſometimes neceſſary for you to ſee that it is done. In 
your military profeſſion you are perfectly acquainted with 
the duty of a common ſoldier, and tho you have no 
further buſineſs with the minutiæ of it, there is no doubt 
but you ſtill find the knowledge of them uſeful to you: 
Believe me, they may e uſeful here; and you will pardon 
me, I hope, if I wiſh to ſee you a Martinet in the ken- 
nel, as well as in the field. —Orders given without ſkill 
are ſeldom well obeyed, and where the maſter is either 
ignorant, or inattentive, the ſervant will be idle. | 


I Also wiſh that, contrary to the uſual practice in 
building kennels, you would have three doors; two in 
the front, and one in the back; the laſt to have a lattice- 
window in it, with a wooden ſhutter, which is conſtantly 

to be kept cloſed when the hounds are in, except in 
fummer, when it ſhould be left open all the day, This 
door anſwers two very neceſſary purpoſes : 1t gives an 
opportunity of carrying out the ſtraw when the lodging- 
room is cleaned, and as it is oppoſite to the window, will 
DP | be 


2 
3 
e 
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be a means to let in a thorough air, which will greatly 

contribute to the keeping of it ſweet and wholeſome,” 
The other doors will be of uſe in drying the room, when 
the hounds are out, and as one is to be kept ſhut, and the 
other hooked back, (allowing juſt room for a dog to paſs) 
they are not liable to any objection. The great window in the 
centre ſhould have a folding-ſhutter ; half, or the whole of 
which, may be ſhut at nights, according to the weather; and 
your kennels by that means, may be kept warm, or cool, juſt 
as you pleaſe to have them. The two great lodging-rooms 
are exactly alike, and as each has a court belonging to it, 
are diſtinct kennels, and are at the oppoſite ends of the 
building; in the centre of which, is the boiling-houſe, and 
feeding- yard; and on each fide a leſſer kennel, either for 
hounds that are drafted off; hounds that are ſick or lame; 
or for any other purpoſes, as occaſion may require. At 
the back of which, as they are but half the depth of the 

two great kennels, are places for coals, &c. for the uſe 
of the kennel. There is alſo a ſmall building in the rear 
for: hot bitches. The plan will ſhew you the ſize of the 
whole. The floors of the inner courts, like to thoſe of the 
lodging-rooms, are bricked and ſloped to run to the cen- 
tre, and a channel of water, brought in by a leaden pipe, 
E runs 


w #*« : 
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runs through the middle of them. In the centre of each 
court is a well, large enough to dip a bucket to clean 
the kennels; this muſt be faced with ſtone, or it will be 


often out of repair. In the feeding - yard, it muſt have a 
wooden cover. | | 


Taz benches, which muſt be open to let the urine 
through, ſhould have hinges and hooks in the wall, that 
they may fold up, for the greater convenience of waſhing | 
out the kennel; and they ſhould be made as low as poſſi- 
ble, that a tired hound may here no difficulty in jump- 
ing up; let me add, that the bojler ſhould be of caſt-iron, 


THe reſt of the kennel conſiſts of a large court in front, 
which is alſo bricked, having a graſs-court adjoining, 
and a little brook running thro' the middle of it. The 
earth that was taken out of it, is thrown up into a mount, 

where the hounds in ſummer delight to ſit. This court 
is planted round with trees, and has beſides a lime tree, 
and ſome horſe cheſnut trees near the middle of it, for the 
ſake of ſhade. A high pale incloſes the whole; part of 
which, to the heighth of about four feet, is cloſe; the other 
; hangs | hy _ 2 


nne : -- as 
open; the interſtices are about two inches wide. The 
graſs- court is pitched near the pale, to prevent the 
hounds from ſcratching out.—If you cannot gueſs the 
intention of the poſts you ſee. in the courts, there is 


ſcarcely an inn-window on any road, where the following 


line will not let you into the ſecret. 


& So dogs will p where dogs have p— d before.” 


Tus is done to ſave the trees, fo which the urinary 
ſalts are prejudicial. If they are at firſt backward in 
coming to them, bind ſome ſtraw round the bottom, and 
rub it with galbanum.— The brook in the graſs- court 
may ſerve as a ſtew: your fiſh will be very ſafe.— 


Ar the back of the kennel is a houſe, thatched and 
furzed up on the ſides, big enough to contain at leaſt a 
load of ſtraw. Here ſhould be a pit ready to receive the 
dung, and a gallows for the fleſn.— The gallows ſhould 
have a thatched roof, and a circular board at the poſts of 


it, to prevent vermin from climbing up. 
P 


A $Tovs, I believe, is made uſe of in ſome kennels ; | 
. | but 
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but where the feeder is a good one, a mop, properly uſed, 
will render it unnecefſary,-I have a little hay-rick in 
the graſs-yard, which I think is of uſe to keep the hounds 
clean and fine in their coats; you will find them fre- 
quently rubbing themſelves againſt it: The ſhade of it 
alſo is uſeful to them in ſummer. If ticks at any time 
ſhould be troubleſome in your kennel, let the walls of it 
be well waſhed; if that does not deſtroy them, the walls 
ſhould then be white-waſhed. : BT 

In the ſummer when you do not hunt, one kennel will 
be ſufficient; the other then may be for the young hounds, 
who ſhould alſo have the graſs-court adjoining to it. It is 
beſt at that time of the year to keep them ſeparate, and 
it prevents many accidents which otherwiſe might happen; 
nor ſhould they be put together till the hunting ſeaſon 


begins. If your hounds are very quarelſome, the feeder 


may ſleep in a cot, in the kennel adjoining ; and if they 
are well chaſtiſed at the firſt quarrel, his voice will be 


ſufficient to ſettle all their differences afterwards. Cloſe 


to the door of the kennel, let there be always a quantity 


of little ſwitches ; which three narrow boards, nailed to 


ane of the poſts, will eaſily contain. 
5 My 
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Mr. kennel is cloſe to the road-ſide, but it was una- 
voidable. This is the reaſon why my front pale is cloſe, 
and only the ſide ones open; it is a great fault: avoid it 
if you can, and your hounds will be the quieter. dit 


Uron looking over my letter, I find, I begin recom- 
mending with Mr. Somervile, a high ſituation for the ken- 
nel, and afterwards talk of a brook running through the 
middle of it; I am afraid you will not be able to unite 
theſe two advantages; in which caſe, there is no doubt, 
but water ſhould be preferred: The mount I have men- 
tioned, will anſwer all the purpoſes of an eminence : Be- 
ſides, there ſhould be moveable ſtages on wheels, for the 


hounds to lie upon; at any rate, however, let your ſoil 
ons a dry one. 


You will think, perhaps, my lodging-rooms higher 
than is neceſſary, I know they are conſiderably higher 
than is uſual; the intention of which, is, to give more 
air to the hounds; and I have not the leaſt doubt but 
they are the better for it. will now no longer perſe- 
cute you with this unentertaining ſubject, but ſend you, the 


Fun 


c | | | 
| plan of my own kennel, and take my leave of you. * 
| Pi. 8. I ſend only the ground-plan and elevation, as 


the ſize of the outer-court, and graſs-court, are perfectly 
immaterial; the one ſhould not be ſmall, and the other 


| ſhould be as large as you can conveniently make it. 


. . 
. . 
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i BEGIN this leter with aſſuring you that 1 Were 
done with the kennel: without doubt, you will think I 
had good need. If I have made even the name fright- 


ful to you, comfort yourſelf with the W that it 
will not _— again, 


IS 


Your criticiſm on my ſwitches 1 think unjuſt. You 
tell me ſelf-defence would of courſe make you take that 
precaution do you always walk with a whip in your 
hand, or do you really think, that a walking-ſtick, 
which may be a good thing to knock a dog on the head 
with, would be equally proper to correct him ſhould he 


be too familiar ?—You forget, howeyer, to put a better 
ſubſtitute i in the room of them. 


9 You deſire to know, what kind of hound I would re- 
commend : As you mention not for any particular chace, 
or country, I underſtand you generally ; and ſhall anſwer, 


gs 
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that I moſt approve of hounds of the middle ſize. I be- 
lieve all animals of that deſcription are ſtrongeſt, and 
beſt able to endure fatigue, In the height, as well as the 
colour of hounds, moſt ſportſmen have their prejudices 
but in their ſhape at leaſt, I chink they muſt all /agree. 
I flow ſportſmen, ne boldly affirm, that a ſmall hound 
will oftentimes beat a large one; that he will climb hills 
better, and go through cover quicker ;—whilſt others, are 
not leſs ready to aſſert, that a large hound, will make his 
way in any country, will get better through the dirt, than 
a ſmall one; and that no fence, however high, can {top 
him.—You have now three opinions; and I adviſe you to 
adopt the one that ſuits your country beſt: There is, 
however, a certain ſize, beſt calculated for buſineſs ; 

which I take to be that, between the two extremes, and 
I will venture to ſay, that ſuch hounds will not ſuffer 
themſelves to be diſgraced, in any country,—Somervile, 
I find, is of the ſame opinion. 


4 — — « But here a mean 
88 nor the large hounds prefer, of ſize 
ntick ; he in the thick-wWoven covert 
2 wk tugs, or in the thorny brake ä 
Tenn and embarraſs d bleeds: But if too ſmall, 10 
hs - Hts The 
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The pigmy brood in every furrow ſwims; 
Moil'd in the clogging clay, panting they lag 
Behind inglorious; or elſe ſhivering creep 
Benumb'd and faint beneath the ſhelt ring thorn. 
For hounds of middle ſize, active and ſtrong, 
Will better anſwer all thy various ends, 
And crown thy pleaſing labours with ſucceſs. 


— ma ; 4 


I perfectly agree with you, that to look well, they ſhould 
be all nearly of a ſize, and I even think, they ſhould all 
look of the ſame family.— 


c Facies non omnibus una, 
Nec diverſa tamen, qualem decet eſſe ſororum.“ 


if 1 e kad” they are then perfect. With regard 
to their being fizeable, what Somervile ſays, is ſo much 
in n your e OWN Way, that I ſhall ſend It you.— is, 


"os As kate brave captain, curious and exact, 
By bis fix'd ſtandard forms in equal ranks 
His gay battalion, as one man they move 
Step after ſtep, their ſize the ſame, their arms 
Far-gleaming, dart the ſame united blaze : 
| Reviewing generals his merit own; 
How regular! how juſt! and all his cares 
Are well repaid, if mighty GzorGe approve. 
So model thou thy pack, if honour touch 
Thy gen'rous ſoul, and the world's juſt applauſe. 


F 


Turxx are neceſſary points in the fie of a hound, 
which ought always to be attended to by a ſportſman; | 
for if he is not of a perfect ſymmetry, he will neither 
run faſt, nor bear much work: he has much to undergo, 
and ſhould have ſtrength, proportioned to it. Let his 
legs be ſtraight as arrows; his feet round, and not too 
large; his cheſt deep, and back broad; his head ſmall; 
his neck thin; his tail thick, and bruſhy; if he carries it 
well, ſo much the better: This laſt point, however trifling 
it may appear to you, gave riſe tog a very odd queſtion : 
A gentleman (not much acquainted: with hounds): as we 
were hunting together the other day, ſaid, “ 1 obſerve, 
« fir, that ſome of your dog's tails ſtand up, and 
© ſome hang down ; pray fir, which do you reckon the beſt 
ce hounds ?”—Such young hounds as are out at the elbows, 
and ſuch as are weak from the knee to the Wo ſhould 
never be taken into the gems! 


Ir * I have mentioned a ſmall head, as one of 
the neceſſary Points about a hound: you will pleaſe to 
underſtand it as relative to beauty only , for as to goodneſs, 
I belieye large-headed hounds are no way inferior. Som- 
ervile, 


1 pe 
"I 
3 


ervile, in his deſcription of a perfect hound, makes no 
mention of the head, leaving the ſize of it to Phidias 
to determine; he therefore muſt have thought i it of very 
little conſequence. I ſend you his words. — 
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— — dee there with count'nance blythe, 


And with a courtly grin, the fawning hound 
Salutes thee cow'ring, his wide op'ning noſe 


Upwards he curls, and his large ſloe- black eyes 
Melt in ſoft blandiſhments, and humble joy ; 


His gloſſy ſkin, or yellow-pied, or blue, 
In lights or ſhades by nature's pencil drawn, 


Reflects the various tints ; his ears and legs 
Fleckt here and there, in gay enamel'd pride, 
Rival the ſpeckled pard; his ruſh-grown tail 
O'er his broad back bends in an ample arch; 
On ſhoulders clean, upright and firm he ſtands ; 
His round cat foot, ſtraight hams, and wide-ſpread thighs 


And his low-dropping cheft, confeſs his ſpeed, 


His ſtrength, his wind, or on the ſteepy hill, 
Or far extended plain; in every part 


So well proportioned, that the nicer ſkill 
Of Phidias himſelf can't blame thy choice. 


Of ſuch compoſe thy pack. — 


The colour, I think the leaſt material of all; and 1 think 
with our friend Foote, that a good dog, like a good can- 
didate, cannot be of a bad colour. 


& Mx 
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Mex. are too apt to be prejudiced by the ſort of hound. 
they themſelves have been moſt accuſtomed to, Thoſe. 

who have been uſed to the ſharp-noſed fox-hound, will 

hardly allow a large-headed hound to be a fox-hound; 
yet both equally are fox-hounds — ſpeed. and beauty are 


the chief excellencies of the one; whilſt ſtoutneſs and ten- 
derneſs of noſe in hunting, are characteriſtic of the other. 
1 could tell you, that I have ſeen very good ſport 
with very unhandſome packs, conſiſting of hounds of 
various ſizes, differing from one another as much in ſhape 
[ and look, as in their colour; nor could I trace the leaſt 

| ſign of conſanguinity amongſt them: conſidered ſepa- 
Mm rately, the hounds were good; as a pack of hounds 
| they were not to be commended; nor could you be ſa- 
tisfied with any thing, that looked ſo very incomplete. 
You will find nothing ſo eſſential to your ſport, as, that 
your hounds ſhould run well together; nor can this end 
be better attained, than by keeping them, as near as you 


can of the ſame lore, fze, and 1 ſhape. abs wares Fes belonged 


ii} » 

| * 
' _ — py” A 7 1 
1 


F | . « , IN : $ LE p 
{ b K N _ * - = - my . 4 % $4,% 8 5 „ 5 „ * * þ a) 
Fe e — 
it ö . 
i 


wt 


— 


HY b * 1 3 — © * . od 2 * 
3 N 3 85 EL Ns . 2 WA 7 5 N TTT n 8 * ; 
. E 3 2 : . T A Ss 22 . - n B , . edi os GE IT le » 
ER Le Ab re 8 8 te os 8 . IS CS JJ OE OE COPY EEE . . ͤ 9 5 Wont ey 8 eee £4 bs vie - 
» 4 . £ | P x 4 hy * 0 34 — 


> 
- x VizFK . E 4 0 ” TN % 5 _ 
N 3 r 2. n = 3 
* = 4 5 SE Fe : ; ES Fs 5 
8 8 
J 7 


A creat excellence in a pack of hounds, is the head” 
_ _— and that pack may be ſaid to go the faſteſt, 


that 
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chat can run ten miles the ſooneſt, notwithſtanding the 
hounds, ſeparately, may not run ſo faſt as many others. 
A pack of hounds conſidered in a collective body go 
faſt in proportion to the excellence of their noſes, and 
the head they carry; as that traveller generally gets 
ſooneſt to his journey's end, who ſtops leaſt upon the 
road. Some hounds that I have hunted with would 
creep all through the ſame hole, tho' they might have 
leapt the hedge, and would follow one another in a ſtring, 
as true as a team of cart-horſes.—l had rather ſee them, 
like the horſes of the ſun, all a-breaſt.— 


A RIED of mine killed thirty- ſeven brace of foxes 
1n one ſeaſon: twenty-nine of the foxes were killed 
without any intermiſſion, I muſt tell you at the 
ſame time, that they were killed with hounds bred 
from a pack of harriers ; nor had they, I believe, a ſingle 
ſkirter belonging to them. There is a pack now in my 
neighbourhood, of all ſorts and ſizes, which ſeldom miſs 
a fox; when they run, there is a long ſtring of them, 
and every fault is hit off by an old ſouthern hound. 
However, out of the laſt eighteen foxes they hunted, they 


killed 
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killed feyenteen ;- and I have no doubt, but as they bee 
come more complete, more foxes. will. eſcape from them, 
Packs which are compoſed of hounds of various kinds, 
ſeldom run well together, nor do their tongues harmonize; 
yet they generally, I think, kill moſt. foxes ; but I muſt 

confeſs, that unleſs I. like their ſtyle. of killing them 


whatever may be 'their ſucceſs, I cannot be completely 


ſatisfied. I once aſked the famous Will Crane, how his 
hounds behaved—<* very well, Ar, u he replied; a they 
never come to a fault, but they ſpread | like a ce e - 
Thus i it ſhould always be. 


A Famovs ſportſman aſked a gentleman what he 
thought of his hounds—* Your pack is compoſed, fir,” 
ſaid he, “ of dogs which any other man would hang ;— 
ce they are all ſkirters.”—This was taken as a compliment. 
—However, do not think I recommend it to you as ſuch; 


for though I am a great advocate for ſtyle, in the killing 


of a fox, yet I never forgive a profeſſed ſkirter : where 


game is in plenty, they are always changing, and are the 


loſs of more foxes than they kill, 


You 
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e. mY me, how many hounds you ought ! to keep ? 
I queſtion not eaſy to anfwer—from' twenty to thir 
couple, are as many, I think, as you ſhould 60 tl 
into the field. The propriety of any number — © 
pend on the ſtrength of your pack, and the th ms 
. 


are to funk: Lobos 8 or hounds f it eter be neceſſary 


lege: 


out t 
00 many hounds, Mr. Söwiervit very properly calls 


an uſeleſs intumbrance. It is not ſo material what the 
num- 


ber'is, as it is that all your hounds ſhould be ſtead; | 
as nearly as poſſible of equal ſpeed. as bes 


; a packs are very large, the hounds are ſeldom 
15 ciently hunted, to be good. Few people chooſe to 
unt every day; ; and if they did, it is not likely the wea- 


ther 1 in winter, would give them leave. You would al 
ways be obliged therefore, either to take out a very large 


1 65 or a great number of hounds muſt be left behind: 

n 

6 5 e 1 5 caſe, too many hounds ! in the field would pro- 
y ſpoil your * in the ſecond, hounds that remain 


for 
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for any time without work, always get out of wind, and 
oftentimes. become riotous. About forty couple, I think, 
will beſt anfwer your purpoſe. Forty couple of hunting 
hounds will enable you to hunt three, or even four times 
a-week; and I will venture to ſay, will kill more foxes, 
than a greater number, Hounds, to be good, muſt be 
kept conſtantly hunted; and if I ſhould hereafter ſay, a 
fox -hound ſhould be above his work, it will not be a 
young fox-hound I ſhall mean, for I think they ſhould 
ſeldom be left at home, as long as they wy ahi to hunt: 
The old and lame; and ſuch as are low in fleſh, you 
ſhould leave; and ſuch as you are ſure, idleneſs cannot 
ſpoil. 


171 is a great fault to keep too many old 1 If you 
chooſe your hounds ſhould run well together, you ſhould 
not keep any longer than five, or ſix ſeaſons ; though 
there is no ſaying, with certainty, what number of ſeaſons 
a hound will laſt. Like us, ſome of them have better 
conſtitutions, than others, and conſequently will bear 
more work ; and the duration of all bodies, depends as 
well on the uſage they meet with, as on the materials 
of which they are made. | 


You 


3 
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You aſk, whether you had not better buy a complete 
pack at once, than be at the trouble of breeding one? 
certainly you had, if ſuch an opportunity ſhould offer. 
It ſometimes happens, that hounds are to be bought for 
leſs money than you could breed them. The gentleman, | 
to whom my houſe formerly. belonged, had a moſt famous. 
pack of fox-hounds. His goods, &c. were appraiſed and 
ſold ; which, when the appraiſer had done, he was put 
in mind of the hounds.—< Well, gentlemen,” ſaid he, 
« what ſhall I appraiſe them at? a ſhilling a-piece ?—© Oh! 
e it is too little!“ “Is it ſo,” ſaid the appraiſer; why 
et it is more than I would give for them, J aſſure you.. 


Hounds are not bought ſo cheap, at Tatterſall's. 
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1 AM glad you do not diſapprove the advantage I have 
made of my friend Somervile, I was doubtful whether 
you would not have abuſed me for it, and have compa- 
red me to ſome of thoſe would-be fine gentlemen, 
who to-cut a figure, tack an embroidered edging on 
their coarſe cloth. -I ſhall be cautious, however, of a- 
buſing. your indulgence, and ſhall not quote my poet 
oftener than is neceſſary; but where we think the ſame 


thing, you had better take it in his words, than mine, 


—] ſhall now proceed in an account of the feeding of 
hounds; and management of them in the kennel. 


A 6co00D feeder is an eſſential part of your eſtabliſh- 
ment.-—Let him be young and active; and have the re- 
putation at leaſt, of not diſliking work: he ſhould be 
good-tempered, for the ſake of the animals intruſted to 
his care; and who, however they may be treated by him, 
7 - cannot 
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cannot complain, He ſhould be one who will ſtrictly 


obey. any orders you may give; as well with regard to 


the management, as to the breeding of the hounds; and 


ſhould not be ſolely under the direction of your huntſman. 
It is true I have ſeen it otherwiſe I have known a pack 
of hounds belong, as it were, entirely to the huntſman 
a ſtable of horſes belong to the groom—whilſt the 
maſter had little more power in the direction of either, 
thi ported ſtranger.— This you will not ſuffer, I know 
you chooſe to keep the ſupreme command in your own 
hands; and though you permit your ſervants to remon- 
ſtrate, you do not ſuffer them to diſobey.— He who allows 
a huntſman to manage his hounds as he pleaſes, without 
controul, literally keeps them for his amuſement. 


You defire to know what is required- of a feeder I will 


tell you as well as I can. 


As our ſport depends entirely on that exquiſite ſenſe 
of ſmelling, ſo peculiar to the hound; care muſt be taken 


to preſerve it: and cleanlineſs is the ſureſt means, The 
keeping your kennel /weet and clean, cannot therefore be 


too much recommended to the feeder, nor ſhould you on 
ex G 2 3 any 
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any account, admit the leaſt deviation from it. If he ſees 
you exact, he will be ſo himſelf.—This is a very eſſential 
part of his buſineſs.— 


The boiling for the hounds; mix - 
ing of the meat; and getting it ready for them at proper 
hours, is what your huntſman will of courſe take proper 
care of; nor is it ever likely to be forgotten. I mult cau- 
tion you not to let your dogs have their meat too hot; 
for I have known it have bad conſequences; you ſhould 
alſo: order it to be mixed up as thick as poſſible.—When , 
the feeder has cleaned his kennel in the morning, 2 
prepared his meat, it is uſual for him on hunting days, 
(in an eſtabliſhment like yours) to exerciſe the horſes of 
the hunfſman and whipper-in; and in many ſtables. it is : 
alſo the feeder who looks after. the huntſman's horſe when 
he comes in from hunting ; whilſt the huntſman feeds the 
hounds. When the hounds: are not out, the huntſman, 
and whipper-in, of courſe, will exerciſe their own horſes; 
and that day, the feeder has little elſe to mind, but the 
cleaning of his kennel. Every paſſible contrivance has 
been attended to in the plan I ſent you, to make that 
part of his work eaſy; all the courts, except the graſs- 
one, e bricked, and ſloped on purppſe, There is 


alſa 


1 
8 5 Eq 9 
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alſo plenty of water, without any trouble in fetehing it; 


and a thorough air through the kennels, to aſſiſt in dry- 
ing them again. — Should you chooſe. to encreaſe your 


number of ſervants in the ſtable, in that caſe, the-buſi- 
neſs of the feeder may be confined entirely to the kennel, 
—there ſhould be always two to feed hounds properly; 


the feeder and the huntſman. 1 


SoMERVILE ſtrongly recommends cleanlineſs in the 


following lines.— 


« O'er all let cleanlineſs preſide, no ſcraps 
Beſtrew the pavement, and no half-pick'd bones, 
To kindle fierce debate, or to diſguſt - 
That nicer ſenſe, on which the ſportſman's hope, 
And all his future triumphs muſt depend. 
Soon as the growling pack with eager joy 
Have lapp'd their ſmoking viands, morn or eve, 
From the full ciſtern lead the ductile ſtreams, | 
To waſh thy court well-pay'd, nor ſpare thy pains, 
For much to health will cleanlineſs avail. 
Seek'ſt thou for hounds to climb the rocky ſteep, 
And bruſh th'entangled covert, whoſe nice ſcent 
Ofer . greaſy fallows, and frequented roads 
Can pick the dubious way? Baniſh far off 
Each noiſome ſtench, let no offenſive ſmell 
Invade thy wide incloſure, but admit 
The nitrous air, and purifying breeze.“ 

x | Somervile 
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W 


Somervile is ſo perfectly right in this, that if you can 


make your kennel a viſit every day, your hounds will be 
the better for it; when I have been long abſent from 
mine, I have always perceived a difference in their looks. 
1 ſhall now take notice of that part of the management 
of hounds in the kennel, which concerns the huntſman, 
as well as the feeder,—Your huntſman muſt always at- 
tend the feeding of the hounds which ſhould be drafted, 
according to the condition they are in. In all packs, 
ſome hounds will feed better than others; ſome there 
afe that will do with leſs meat; and 1t requires a nice 
eye, and great attention, to keep them all in equal fleſh ; 
—it is what diſtinguiſhes a good kennel-huntſman, and 
it is ſeldom, I think, that huntſmen 
give this particular all the attention it deſerves: they 
feed their hounds in too great a hurry ; and not often, I 
believe, take the trouble of caſting their eye over them, 
before they begin: and yet, to diſtinguiſh, with any ni- 


has its merit.- 


cety, the order a pack of hounds are in, and the different 


degrees of it, is ſurely no eaſy taſk; and to be done well, 
requires no ſmall degree of circumſpection: : You had 
better not expect your huntſman to be very exact; where 
preciſion is required, he will moſt probably fail, 
Wu 
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Wuxx I am preſent myſelf, I make ſeveral drafts. 
When my huntſman feeds them, he calls them all over 
by their names, letting in each hound as he is called: it 
has its uſe—it uſes them to their names, and teaches 
them to be obedient.. Were it not for this, I ſhould diſ- 
Approve of it entirely; ſince it certainly requires more 
coolneſs and deliberation; to diſtinguiſh with preciſion 
which are beſt entitled to precedence, than. this method 
of feeding will admit of; and unleſs fleſh is in great 
plenty, thoſe that are called in laſt, may not have a taſte of it. 
To prevent this inconvenience, ſuch as are low infleſh, 
had better I think, be all drafted off into a ſeparate kennel; 
by rhis means, the hounds that require fh, will have an 
equal ſhare of it. If any are much poorer than the reſt, 
they ſhould be fed again ſuch hounds cannot be fed 
too often. If any in the pack are too fat, they ſhould be 
drafted off, and not ſuffered to fill themſelves. The 
others ſhould eat what they will of the meat. The days 
my hounds have greens or ſulphur, they generally are let 
in all together; and ſuch as require „e, have it given 
to them afterwards.—Having a good kennel-huntſman, 
it is not often 1 take this trouble; yet I ſeldom go in 
to * kennel, but I give myſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing 
ſuch 


Pl 
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ſuch hounds fed, as appear to me to be in want of it. F have 
been told that in one kennel in particular, the hounds 
are. under ſuch excellent management, that. they conſtantly 
ere fed with the door of the feeding: yard open; and the 
rough nature of the fox-hound is changed into fo much 
politeneſs, that he waits at the doar, till he js invited in; 
and what perhaps is not leſs extraordinary, he comes out 
again, whether he has ſatisfied his hunger or not; the mo- 
ment he is deſired: the effect of ſevere. diſcipline. But 
ſince this is not abſolutely neceſſary, and hounds may be 
good without it; and ſince I well know your other a- 
muſements will not permit you to attend to all this ma- 
neœuvring; I would by no means wiſh you to give ſuch 
power to your huntſman. The buſineſs would be injudi- 
ciouſly done, and moſt probably would not anſwer your 
expectations. The hound would be tormented mal- a- pro- : 
pos — an animal ſo little deſerving of it from our hands, 
that I ſhould be ſorry to diſturb his hours of repoſe by 
unneceſſary ſeverity. Lou will perceive it is a nice 
| affair; and I aſſure you I know no huntſman who 1 1s equal 
to it. T he gentleman who has catried this watter to its 
utmoſt perfection, has attended to it regularly himſelf 3 
has conſtantly acted on fixed principles; from which he has | 


3 | never 
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never deviated, and I believe has ſucceeded to the very 
utmoſt of his 'wiſhes.——AIl hounds, (and more eſpeci- 
ally young ones) ſhould be called over often in the ken- 
nel; and moſt huntſmen practiſe this leſſon, as they feed 
their hounds.—They flog them while they feed them— 
and if they have not always a belly-full one way, they ſel- 
dom fail to have it the other. It is not, however, my inten- 
tion to oppoſe ſo general a practice, in which there may 
be ſome utility; I ſhall only obſerve, that it ſhould be 
uſed with diſcretion ; leſt the whip ſhould fall heavily in 


the kennel on ſuch as never deſerve it in the field, 


My hounds are generally fed about eleven o'clock ; 
and if J am preſent myſelf, I take the ſame opportunity 
to make my draft for the next day's hunting. I ſeldom, 
when I can help it, leave this to my huntſman; tho” it 
is neceſſary he ſhould be preſent when the draft is made, 
that he may know what hounds he has out, 

Ir is a bad cuſtom to uſe hounds to the boiling-houſe, 
as it is apt to make them nice, and may prevent them 
from ever eating the kennel- meat. What they have, 
ſhould always be given them in the feeding- yard, and 
H for 
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for the ſame reaſon, though it ſhould hie fleſh, it is better 
it ſhould have ſome meal mixed with it. 


Ir your hounds are low in fleſh, and have far to go 


to cover, they may all have a little thin lap again in the 


evening; but this ſhould never be done if you hunt early, 
Hounds, I think, ſhould be n e before nend 
they run the better for it. 


Ir many of your hounds after long reſt ſhould be too 
fat: by feeding them for a day or two on thinner meat 


than you give the others, you will find it anſwer better, 
I think, than the uſual method of giving them the ſame 


meat, and ſtinting them in the quantity of it. 


\ Ir your hounds are turned into the graſs-court to empty 
themſelves after they have been fed, it will contribute 
not a little to the cleanlineſs of the kennel, 


I have heard that it is a cuſtom in ſome kennels, to 
ſhut up the hounds for a couple of hours after they come 


in from hunting, before they are fed; and that other 
hounds are ſhut up with them, to lick them clean.— 


uſual 
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uſual way is to ſend a whipper-in on before, that the 
meat may be got ready againſt they come, and they are 
fed immediately; and having filled their bellies, they are 
naturally inclined to reſt.— If they have had a ſevere day, 
they are fed again ſome hours after. As to the other me- 
thod above-mentioned, it may be more convenient per- 
haps, to have the hounds all together: but! cannot think 
it neceſſary, for the reaſon that is given; and I ſhould 
apprehend a parcel of idle hounds ſhut up amongſt ſuch 
as are tired and inclined to reſt, would diſturb them 
more than all their licking would make them amends 


for, When you feed them twice, they had better be put 
all together after the ſecond feeding, than the firſt. 


Every day when hounds come in from hunting, they 
ſhould be carefully looked over, and invalids immedi- 
ately taken care of. Such as have ſore feet, ſhould have 
them well waſhed out with brine. If you will permit thoſe 
| hounds that are unable to work, to run about your houſe, 
it will be of great ſervice to them. 


Every Thurſday during the hunting-ſeaſon, my hounds 
have one pound of ſulphur given them in their meat; 
H 2 | and 
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and every Sunday throughout the year, they have plenty 


of greens boiled up with it: I find it better to fix the 
days, as it is then leſs liable to be forgotten. I uſed to 
give them the waſh from the kitchen, but I found it made 
them thirſty, and it is now omitted in the hunting- ſeaſon. 
A horſe freſh killed, is an excellent meal for hounds 
after a very hard day; but they ſhould not hunt till the 
third day after it.—The bones broken, are good food for 
poor hounds, as there is great proof in them.—Sheep's 
trotters are very ſweet food, and will be of ſervice when 
horſe-fleſh is not to be had.—Bullocks's bellies may. be 
alſo of ſome uſe if you can get nothing elſe,—Oatmeal, 
I believe, makes the beſt meat for hounds; barley, is 
certainly the cheapeſt; and in many kennels they give 
barley on that account; but it is heating, does not mix 
up ſo well, nor is there near ſo much proof in it, as in 
oatmeal. If mixed, an equal quantity of each, it will 
then do very well, but barley alone will not. Much alſo 
depends on the goodneſs of the meal itſelf, which, I be- 
lieve, is not often attended to. If you do' not uſe your 
own, you ſhould buy a large quantity of it any time be- 
fore harveſt, and keep it by you—there is no other cer- 
tainty, I believe, of having it odd; which is more mate- 
; | rial 
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rial than, perhaps, you are aware of. I have heard that 
a famous Cheſhire huntſman feeds his hounds with wheat; 
which he has found out to be the beſt food. He gives it 
them with the bran—it would, I believe, cauſe no little 
diſturbance in many neighbourhoods, if other ſportſmen 
were to do the ſame. 


I am not fond of bleeding hounds, unleſs I ſee they want 
itz though it has long been a cuſtom in my kennel to 
phyſic them twice a year, after they leave off hunting, and 
before they begin. It is given in hot weather, and at an 
idle time. It cools their bodies, and without doubt is of 
ſervice to them. If a hound is in want of phyſic, I pre- 
fer giving it in balls. It is more eaſy to give him in this 
manner the quantity he may want, and you are more cer- 
tain that he takes it. In many kennels, I believe, they 
alſo bleed them twice a year, and ſome people think it 
prevents madneſs.— The anointing of hounds, or dreſſing 
them, as huntſmen call it, makes them fine in their coats: 
It may be done twice a year, or oftener, if you find it neceſ- 
ſary. AsI ſhall hereafter have occaſion to write on the diſeaſes 
of hounds, and their cures, I will ſend you at the ſame 
time a receipt for this purpoſe. During the ſummer months 

| when 
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when my hounds do not hunt, they have ſeldom any fleſh 
allowed them; and are kept low, contrary, I believe, to 
the uſual practice of moſt kennels, where mangey hounds 
in ſummer, are but too often ſeen. Huntſmen ſometimes 
content themſelves with checking this diſorder, when with 
leſs trouble perhaps they might prevent it. A regular 
courſe of whey and vegetables during the hot months muſt 
certainly be wholeſome, and are without doubt, the cauſe 
that a mangey hound is an unuſual fight in my kennel, 
Every Monday and Thurſday my hounds go for whey till 
the hunting-ſeaſon begins; are kept out ſeveral hours, 
and are often made to ſwim through rivers during the hot 
weather. After their laſt phyſic, and before they begin 
hunting, they are exerciſed on the turnpike road to harden 
their feet, which are waſned with ſtrong brine, as ſoon as they 
come. in,—Little ſtraw is neceſſary during the ſummer ; 
but when they hunt they cannot have too much, or have 
it changed too often.—In many kennels they don't boil 
for the hounds in ſummer, but give them meal only; in 
mine it is always boiled; but with this difference, that it 
is mixed up thin, inſtead of thick. Many give ſpurge- 
laurel-in ſummer, boiled up in their meat; as I never uſe 
it, F cannot recommend it.— The phyſic 1 give is two 


4 - 


pounds 


4 
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pounds of ſulphur, one pound of antimony, and a pint 
and a- half of ſyrrup of buckthorn, for about forty couple 
of hounds.— In the winter ſeaſon, let your hounds be 
ſhut up warm at night. If any hounds after hunting are 
miſſing, the ſtraw-houſe door ſhould be left open; and 
if they have had a hard day, it ny be as well to leave 
ſome meat there for them. 


I RAVE enquired of my feeder, who is a very good one, 
(and has hade more experience in theſe matters than any 
one you perhaps may get) how he mixes up his meat. 
He tells me, that in his opinion, oatmeal and barley mixt, 
an equal quantity of each, make the beſt meat for hounds. 
The oatmeal he boils for half an hour, and then puts out 
the fire, puts the barley into the copper, and mixes both 
well together. I aſked him why he boiled one and not 
the other —he told me, boiling, which made oatmeal 
thick, made barley thin; and that when you feed with 
barley-only, it ſhould not be put into the copper, but be 
ſcalded with the liquor, and mixed up in a bucket. I find 
there is in my kennel a large tub on purpoſe, which con- 
tains about half a hogſhead, 


You 
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© You little think, perhaps, how difficult it is to be a 
good kennel-huntſman, nor can you as yet know the ni- 
cety that is required in feeding hounds properly. You 
are not aware that ſome. hounds will hunt beſt: when fed 
late; others when fed early :—that ſome ſhould have bur 
little; that others cannot have too much: however, if 
your huntſman obſerves the rules J have here laid down, 
his hounds will not do much amiſs; but ſhould you at 
any time wiſh to rencherir upon the matter, and feed each 
particular hound ſo as to make the moſt of him, you muſt 
learn it of a gentleman in Leiceſterſhire, to whom the 
noble ſcience of fox-hunting is more beholden than to 
any other. I ſhall myſelf ſay nothing further on the 
ſubje&; for as your huntſman will not have the ſenſe 
of the gentleman I allude to there, nor you perhaps his 
patience, an eaſier method I know will ſuit you beſt. 
I ſhall only adviſe you, while you endeavour to keep 
your hounds in good order, not to let them get 700 fat 7 
It will be impoſſible for them to run if they are.—A fat 
alderman would cut a mighty ridiculous figure were he 
inclined to run a race. 5 
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W. E are now about to treat of the hectic of 


hounds ; and it is the ſagacious management of this bu- 
ſineſs on which all our future ſucceſs depends. ls it not 
extraordinary, - that no other country ſhould equal us in 
this particular? and that the very hounds procured from 
hence, ſhould degenerate in a foreign country! 
c In thee Joak fair land of liberty ! 
Is bred the perfect hound, in ſcent and ſpeed 


As yet unrivall'd, while in other climes 
Their virtue fails, a weak degen'rate race.“ 


SOMERVILE. 


Happy climate for ſportſmen ! where nature ſeems as it 
were to give them an excluſive privilege of enjoying this 
_ diverſion, To preſerve, however, this advantage, great care 
ſhould be taken in the breed; I ſhall therefore according 
to your deſire, ſend you ſuch rules as I obſerve myſelf, 
— Conſider the ſize, ſhape, colour, conſtitution, and na- 
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tural diſpoſition of the dog you breed from; as well as 
the fineneſs of his noſe; his ſtoutneſs, and method of 
hunting. On no account breed from one that is not Aout, 
that is not tender-noſed, or that is a cirter. Somervile en- 
Joins ſtill further: 


« Obſerve with care his ſhape, ſort, colour, ſize. 
Nor will ſagacious huntſmen leſs regard 

His inward habits; the vain babbler ſhun, - 

Ever loquacious, ever in the wrong. 

His fooliſh offspring ſhall offend thy e ears 

With falſe alarms, and loud impertinence. 

Nor leſs the ſhifting cur avoid, that breaks 
Illufive from the pack; to the next hedge | 
Devious he ſtrays, there ev'ry muſe he tries, 

If haply then he croſs the ſtreaming ſcent, _ 

Away. he flies vain-glorious ; d ults 

As of the pack ſupreme, and in W ſpeed 

And ftrength unrivall'd. Lo! caſt-far behind 

His vex'd aſſociates pant, and lab'ring ſtrain 

To climb the ſteep aſcent. Soon as they reach 
Th' inſulting boaſter, his falſe courage fails, 
Behind he lags, doom'd to the fatal nooſe, 

His maſter's hate, and ſcorn of all the field. 
What can from ſuch be hop'd, but a baſe brood 
Of coward curs, a frantic, vagrant race? 


It. is the judicious croſs that makes the complete pack. 
The faults and imperfections in one breed, may be recti- 
fied 
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fied in another; and if this is properly attended to, 1 ſee 
no reaſon why the breeding of hounds may not improve, 
till improvement can go no farther. If ever you find a 
croſs hit, always purſue it. Never put an old dog to an 
old bitch. —Be careful that they are healthy which you 
breed from; or you are not likely to have a healthy off- 
ſpring. —Should a favourite dog Kirt a little, put him to 
a thorough line-hunting bitch, and ſuch a croſs may 
ſucceed: my objection to the breeding from ſuch a 
hound 1s, that as kirting is what moſt fox-hounds ac- 
quire from practice, you had better not make it natural 
to them. A very famous ſportſman has told me, that he 
frequently breeds from brothers and fiſters :—As I ſhould 
be very unwilling to urge any thing in oppoſition to ſuch 
authority, you had' better try it; and if it ſucceeds in 
hounds, it 1s more I believe than it uſually does in other 
animals. A famous cocker aſſured a friend of mine, that 
the third generation, (which he called a nick) he had 
found to ſucceed very well, but no nearer: As I have 
neither tryed one nor the other, I cannot ſpeak with 
any certainty about them. 


12 Give 
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EGrvx particular orders to your feeder, to watch over 
the bitches with a cautious eye, and ſeparate ſuch as 
are going to be proud, before it is too late. The ad- 
vances they make frequently portend miſchief as well as 
love; and, if not prevented in time, will not fail to ſet 
the whole kennel together by the ears, and may occaſion 
the death of your beſt dogs: care only can prevent it.— 

« Mark well the wanton females of thy pack, 
That curl their taper tails, and friſking court 

Their pyebald mates enamour'd ; their red eyes 

+ Flaſh fires impure; nor reſt, nor food they take, 
Goaded by furious love, In ſep'rate cells | 
Confine them now, leſt bloody civil wars 
Annoy thy peaceful ſtate, ”  . SQMERVILE. 


I have known huntſmen perfectly ignorant of the breed 
of their hounds, from inattention in this particular; and 1 
have alſo known many a good dog fall a ſacrifice to'it. 


| Tas earlier in the year you breed, the better: January, 
February, and March, are the beſt months, - Late pup- 
pies ſeldom come to much; if you have any ſuch, put 
them to the beſt walks. When the bitches begin to get 
big, let them not hunt any more: it proves frequently 


fatal 
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fatal to the whelps; ſometimes to the bitch herſelf; nor 
is it ſafe for them to remain much longer in the kennel.— 
If one bitch has many puppies, more than ſhe can well 
rear, you may put ſome of them to anot!.er bitch; or if 
you deſtroy any of them, you may keep the beſt coloured. 
They ſometimes will have an extraordinary n'mber ;—1 
have known an inſtance of one having fifteen: and a friend 
of mine, whoſe veracity I cannot doubt, has aſſured me 
that a hound in his pack brought forth ſixteen, all alive. 
When you breed from a very favourite ſort, and can have 
another bitch warded at the ſame time, it will be of 
great ſervice, as you may then ſave all the puppies. — 
Give particular orders, that the bitches be well fed with 
fleſh; and let the whelps remain. till they are well able to 
take care of themſelves : They will ſoon learn to lap milk, 
which will relieve the mother.— The bitches, when their 
 whelps are taken away from them, ſhould be phyſicked ; 
1 generally give them three purging balls, one every 
other morning. If a bitch brings only one or two pup- 
pies, and you have another bitch that will take them; by 
putting the puppies to her, the former will be oon fit 
to hunt again; ſhe ſhould, however, be phyſicked firſt ; 
and 
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and if her dugs are anointed with brandy and water, it 


will alſo be of ſervice The diſtemper makes dread- 
ful havoc with whelps at their walks; greatly owing, I 
believe, to the little care that is taken of them there. 1 
am in doubt whether it might not be better to breed them 
up yourſelf, and have a kennel on purpoſe. You have a 
large orchard paled in, which would ſuit them exactly; 
and what elfe is wanted might eaſily be obtained. There 


is, however, an objection that perhaps may ſtrike you :— | 
If the diſtemper once gets amongſt them, they muſt. all 
have it; yet notwithſtanding that, as they will be con- 
ſtantly well fed, and will lie warm, I am confident it 
would be the ſaving of many lives. If you ſhould adopt 


this method, you muſt remember to uſe them early to' go 
in couples; and when they get of a proper age, they muſt 
be walked out often; for ſhould they remain confined, 


they would neither have the ſhape, health, or underſtand- 


ing, they ought to have. When I kept harriers, I bred 
up ſome of the puppies at a diſtant kennel ; but having 


no ſervants there to exerciſe them properly, I found them 
much inferior to ſuch of their brethren, as had the luck 
to ſurvive the many difficulties, and dangers they had un- 
| | der- 


e 
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dergone at their walks; theſe were afterwards equal to any | 
thing, and afraid of nothing ; whilſt thoſe that had been 


nurſed with ſo much care, were weakly, and timid, and 
had every diſadvantage attending private education. 


I nave often heard as an excuſe for hounds not hunting 
a cold ſcent, that they were too high bred——1 confeſs, 
I know not what that means: but this I know, that hounds 
are frequently 700 ill- bred to be of any ſervice. It is 
judgment- in the breeder, and patience afterwards in the 
huntſman, that make them hunt. a 


Vouxo hounds are commonly named when firſt put 
out, and ſometimes indeed ridiculouſly enough; nor is it 
eaſy, when you breed many, to find ſuitable or harmoni- 
ous names for all; particularly, as it is uſual to name all 
the whelps of one litter, with the ſame letter, which 
(to be ſyſtematically done) ſhould alſo be the initial letter 
of the dog that got them, or the bitch that bred them. 
A baronet of my acquaintance, a literal obſerver of 
the above rule, ſent three young hounds of one litter to 
a friend, all their names beginning, as he /aid with the 

letter G. Gowler, Govial, and Galloper. 


It 
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Ir is indeed of little conſequence what huntſmen call 
their hounds; yet if you diſlike an unmeaning name, 
would it not be as well to leave the naming of them till 
they are brought home? They ſoon learn their names, and 
a ſhorter liſt would do. Damons and Delias would not 
then be neceſſary ; nor need the ſacred names of Titus 
and Trajan be thus degraded. It is true there are many odd 
names which cuſtom authoriſes ; yet I cannot think, be- 
cauſe ſome drunken fellow or other, has chriſtened his 
-dog Tipler, or Tapſter, that there is the leaſt reaſon to 
follow the example. Pipers and Fiddlers, for the ſake of 
their muſick, we wi not object to; but Tiplers and Tap- 
ſters your kennel will be much better without. 


Howzvzz extraordinary you may think it, I can affure 
you I have myſelf ſeen a- white Gipſey, a grey Ruby, a 
dark Snowball, and a Blueman of any colour but Blue. 
The huntſman of a friend of mine being aſked the name 
of a young hound, faid, it was Lyman.” Lyman N 

ſaid his maſter, why James, what does Lyman mean? 
« Lord, fir!” replied James, © what does any thing mean? 
A farmer, who bred up two couple of hounds for me, 


whoſe 


whoſe names were Merryman, and Merrylaſs; Ferryman, 


and Furious; upon my enquiring after them, gave this 
account: 2 Merryman and Merrylaſs are both dead; but 
cc Ferryman ſir, is a fine dog, and ſo is Ferrylaſ. Ma- 
dam, an uſual name among hounds, is often, I believe, 
very diſreſpectfully treated: I had an inſtance of it the 
other day in my own huntſman, who after having rated 
Madam a great deal to no purpoſe (who to confeſs the 
truth, was much given to do otherwiſe than ſhe ſhould) 


flew into a violent paſſion, and hallooed out as loud as 


he could Madam, you d—d bitch] 


As you deſire a liſt of names, I will ſend you one. 
I have endeavoured to claſs them according to their dif- 
ferent genders ; but you will perceive ſome names may 
be uſed indiſcriminately for either. It is not uſual, I be- 
lieve, to call a pointer Ringwood, or a greyhound Har- 
mony; and ſuch names as are expreſſive of ſpeed, ſtrength, 
courage, or other natural qualities in a hound, I think 
moſt applicable to them. Damons and Delias I have left 
out; the bold Thunder and the briſk Lightning, if you 
pleaſe, may ſupply their places ; unleſs you prefer the me- 
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die of the gentleman I told you of, who intends nam- 
ing his hounds from the p—ge; and, I ſuppoſe, he at 
the ſame time will not be unmindful of the EY rs. 


Ir you mark the n in the ſide, (which is called 
branding them) when they are firſt put out, (or perhaps 


it may be better done after they have been out ſome time, ) 
it may prevent their being ſtolen. | 


Wx young hounds are firſt taken in, they ſhould 
be kept ſeparate from the pack; and as it will happen at 
a time of the year, when there is little or no hunting, you 
may eaſily give them up one of the kennels, and graſs- 
court adjoining, Their play ends frequently in a battle; 
it is therefore leſs dangerous, where they are all equally 
matched. What Somervile ſays on this ſubject is ex- 
ceedingly beautiful, = 78 | 
„ But here with Pont OK and obſervant eye, 

Attend their frolicks, which too often end - 

In bloody broils and death. High. o'er thy head 

Wave thy reſounding whip, and with a voice 

Fierce-menacing o'er-rule the ſtern debate, 


And quench their kindling rage; for oft in ſport 
Begun, combat enfues, growling they ſnarl, 


Then 
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Then on their haunches rear'd, rampant they ſeize 
Each other's throats, with teeth, and claws, in gore 
Beſmear'd, they wound, they tear, till on the ground, 
Panting, half dead the conquer'd champion lies: 
Then ſudden all the baſe ignoble crowd | 
 Loud-clam'ring ſeize the helpleſs worried wretch, 
And thirſting for his blood, drag diff *rent ways 
His mangled carcaſs on th'enſanguin'd plain. 
O breaſts of pity void ! toppreſs the weak, 
To point your vengeance at the friendleſs head, 
And with one mutual cry inſult the fall'n! 
Emblem too juſt of man's degen” rate race,” 


If you find they take a diſlike to any e hound, 
the ſafeſt way will be to remove him; or it is very pro- 
bable they will kill him at laſt. When a feeder hears 
the hounds quarrel in the kennel, he halloo's to them to 
ſtop them. He then goes in amongſt them, and flogs 
every hound he can come near. How much more rea- 
ſonable as well as more efficacious would it be, were he 
to ſee which were the combatants, before he ſpeaks to 
them. Puniſhment would then fall as it ought, on the 
guilty only. In all packs there are ſome hounds more 
quarelſome than the reſt ; and it is to them we owe all 
the miſchief that is done, If you find chaſtiſement can- 
not quiet them, it may be prudent to break their holders ; 5 
? K 2 for 
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for ſince they are not neceſſary to them for the meat they 
have to eat, they are not likely to ſerve them in any good 
3 


You hounds ſhould be fed twice a day, as they 
ſeldom take kindly at firſt to the kennel-meat, and the 
diſtemper is very apt to ſeize them at this time.——lt is 
better not to round them till they are thoroughly ſettled ; 
nor ſhould it be put off till the hot weather, for then they 
would bleed too much.—lIf any of the dogs are thin over 
the back, or any more quarelſome than the reſt, it will 
be of uſe to cut them: I alſo ſpay ſuch bitches, as I 
think I ſhall not want to breed from; they are more uſe- 


ful, are ſtouter, and are always in better order: —beſides, 


it is abſolutely neceſſary if you hunt late in the ſpring ; 
or your pack will be very ſhort for want of it. It may 


be right to tell you, that the latter operation does not al- 


ways ſucceed; it will be neceſſary therefore to employ a 
ſkilful perſon, and one on whom you can depend; for if 
it is ill done, though they cannot have puppies, they will 
go to heat notwithſtanding; of which I have known 
many inſtances; and that I apprehend would not anſwer 
your purpoſe at any rate. | . 
| You 
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' You aſk me what number of young hounds you ſhould 
bread to keep up your ſtock? it is a queſtion, I believe, 
no man alive can anſwer, —It depends altogether on con- 
tingencies. The deficiencies of one year muſt be made 
up the next. I ſhould apprehend from thirty, to thirty- 
five couple of old hounds, and from eight to twelve 
couple of young ones would, one year with another, 
beſt ſuit an eſtabliſhment which you do not intend ſhould 

much exceed forty couple. This rule, I think, you 
| ſhould at the ſame time obſerve—never to part with an 
uſeful old hound or enter an unhandſome young one. 


I wovtD adviſe you in ibaa, to be. as little preju- 
diced as poſſible, in favour of your own ſort; but ſend 
your beſt bitches to the beſt dogs, be they where they 
may. Thoſe who breed only a few hounds, may by chance 
have a good pack ; whilſt thoſe who breed a great many, 
(if at the ſame time they underſtand the buſineſs) reduce 
it to a certainty. You ſay you wiſh to ſee your pack as 


complete as Mr. M's: believe me, my good friend, 
unleſs you were to breed as many hounds, it is totally 
impoſſible. Thoſe who breed the greateſt number of 
hounds, have a right to expect the beſt pack; at leaſt 


it muſt be their own fault, if they have it not. 
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A. dogs. 


Abbie 
Actor 
Adamant 
Adjutant 
Agent 
Aider 
Aimwell 
Amorous 
Antic 
Anxious 
Arbiter 
Archer 
Ardent 
Ardor 
Arrogant 
Arſenic 
Artful 
Artiſt 
Atlas 
Atom 
Auditor 
Augur 


Awful 


* 


A. bitches. 


Accurate 
Active 


Actreſs 
Affable 
Agile 
Airy 


Amity 


Angry 


N yu. Ot To 


Artifice 
AI 


B. row 


Bachelar 


Banger 
Baffler 
Barbarous 
Bellman 
Bender 


Blaſter 


Bluecap 
Blueman 


Bluſter 


Boaſter 


Boiſterous 


Bonnyface 


Bouncer 
Bowler 
Bravo 
Brawler 
Brazen 
Brilliant 
Bruſher 


Brutal 


Burſter 


— Buſtler 


_ 


Baneful 
- Baſhful 
Bawble 


Beauty 

Beldam 
- Bellmaid 
-Blameleſs 


Blithſome 
BIO wWzy 
Bluebell 
Bluemaid 


Bonny 


— ybell 
| Bontylaſs © 
\ Boundleſs 
| Brevity | 


| Brimſtone 


15 c. .. 


Caitiff 
Capital 
Captain 

Captor 
Beauteous 


Carol 


Carver 
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Carver Counſellor 
Caſter Countryman 
Catcher Courteous 
Catchpole Coxcomb 
Caviller Craftſman 
Cerberus Craſher 
Challenger Critic 
Champion Critical 
Charon Crovner 
Chaſer Cruiſer 
Chaunter Cruſty 
Chieftan Cryer 
Chimer Curfew 
Chirper Currier 
Choleric 
Claimant . bitches. - 
Clamorous Capable 
 Clangor Captious 
Claſner : Careleſs . 
Climbank Careful 
Clinker Carnage 
Combat Caution 
Combatant Cautious 
Comforter , Charmer 
Comrade Chauntreſs 
Comus Chearful 
Conflict Cherriper 
Conqueror Circe 
Conqueſt Clarinet 
Conſtant Clio 
Conteſt V4 ws Comely a 
Coroner Comical 
Cottager Courteſy 
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Crafty Dauntleſs 
Crazy Delicate 
Credible Deſperate 
Credulous Deſtiny 
Croney Dian 
Cruel Diligent 
Curious Docile 
. Document 
7 Doubtful 
D. dogs. Doubtleſs 
Damper Dreadful 
Danger Dreadleſs 
Dangerous Dulcet 
Dapper 
Dapſter 5 
8 E. dogs. 
Daſher Eager 
Daſhwood Earneſt 
Daunter Effort 
Dexterous Elegant 
Diſputant Eminent 
Downright Envious 
Dragon Envoy 
Dreadnought Errant 
Driver Excellent 
Duſter | 5 
ITS I. vs. 
D. bitches. Eaſy 
Dainty Echo 
Daphne Ecſtacy 
Darling Endleſs 
Daſhaway Energy 


Enmity 
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Enmity 
| _— 


— rr 


F. . 


Factor 
Factious 
Fatal 
Fearnought 
Ferryman 
Fervent 
Finder 
Firebrand 
Flagrant 
Flaſher 
Fleece'm 
Fleecer 
Flinger 
Flippant 
Flouriſher 
Flyer 
Foamer 
Foller 
Foreman 
Foremoſt 
Foreſight 
Foreſter 
Forward 
Fulminant 
Furrier 


F. bitches, + 


Faithful 
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Fairmaid | Garrulous/- Gravity + 
Fairplay General +,  Guileſome 
amous Genius ene 
Fancyful  Gimcrack — 
Faſhion Giant 
Favorite SGlancer ES.” 
Fearleſs Glider izt Harbinger 
Feſtive Slorious FHardiman 
Fickle Goblin Hardy 
Fidget Governor Harlequin 
Fiery Erapler Hfarraſſer 
PFireaway Graſper Havoc: 
Firetail Griper In nnn 
Flighty Growler Ueadſtron g 
Flouriſn Grambler- Hearty}: 
Flurry Guider Het 
- Forcible Heedful 
Fretful G. bitches, ) Hereutan 5: 
ee | Galley Hero 
Frolic ieee eee 4 
1 | Hopeful 
Frolicſome -  Gayety 178. — ent | 
Furious Gaylas 18 Hurtful : 
Fury - Ghaſtly - 
=== Giddy': % H. bitches, 
G. dogs. Gladneſs ::- Haſty 
Gainer SGladſome Handſome 
| Gallant SGoverneſs FHarlot 
Galliard Graceful | . Harmony 
Galloper Graceleſfſss Hazardous 
Gamboy Gracious FHeedleſs?s 
Sameſter Grateful Hellen 


Heroine 


Heroine - 
Hideous 
Honeſty 
Hoſtile 


— 4 


— 
— 


1 - 
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I. dogs. 


Jerker 
Jingler 
Impetus 
Jockey 
Jolly 
Jolly-boy 
Joſtler 
Jovial © 
Juba © 
Judgment 
Jumper 


— rn 


I. bitches. 


© Likely 


$4731 Lofty 


bu 


7r 
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Launcher Lovely | Monarch 
Leader Luckylaſs Monitor 
Leveller Lunacy Motley 
Liberal Wounte 

Libertine Mover 
Lictor M. dogs. Mungo 
Lifter Manager Muſical 
Lightfoot Manful Mutinous 
Linguiſt Mareſchal Mutterer 
- Liſtener Markſman Myrmidon 
Lounger Marplot 3 
| Lucifer Martial M. Bitches 
Lunatic Marvelous _. * | 
Lunger Matchem Madcap 
Lurker Maxim Magic 
Luſty Maximus Matchleſs 
Meanwell Melody 
| Medler Merrylaſs 
L. bitches. Menacer M indful 
Lacerate Mendall  Minion 
Laudable Mender © Miriam 
Laviſh Mentor Miſchief 
L Lawleſs Mercury Modiſh 
Lenity Merlin Monody 
Levity Merryboy Muſic 
Liberty Merryman == — 
Lightning Meſlmate N. 4 
= Lightfome Methodiſt Frm. 64 
11 Mighty Nervous 
Liſſomne Militant Neſtor 
Litigate Minikin Nettler 
Lively Miſcreant Newſman 
Mittimus Nimrod 


Noble 
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Paſtime 


Patience 


Noble 

Nonſuch 
Novel © 
Noxious 


N. Sitebes. 
Narrative 
Neatneſs 
Needful 
my 
 Nicety + 

Nimble 

Noiſy 
Noh. 
Notice 
Notion 
Novelty 


None 
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P. dogs. 


Pæan 
Pageant 
Paragon 
Paramount 
Partner 
Partyman 
Pealer 
Penetrant 
Perfect 
Perilous 


Prompter 
Prophet 


Pertinent 


Petulant 


Pheœbus 
Piercer 
Pilgrim 


Pillager 


Pilot 


Pincher 
Piper 
Playful 


Plodder 
Plunder 


Politic 


Potent 
Prater 
Prattler 


Premier 
Preſident 


Preſto 
Prevalent 


Primate 


Principal 


Prodigal 


Prowler 


Proſper 
Proſperous 


n 


P. bitches. 
Paſſion 


Phoenix 


Phrenetic 


Phrenzy 


Placid 
Playful 

Pleaſant 

Pliant 


Poſitive 
Precious 


Prettylaſs 


Previous 
Prieſteſs 


Probity 


Prudence 


Ratler 
Ravager 
Ravenous 
Reacher 
Reaſoner 
Rector 
Regent 
Render 
Reſonant 
EReſtive 
Reveler 
Rifler 


Ringwood 
Rioter 
Riſker 


R. dogs. 
Racer 


Rager 
Rallywood 
Rambler 
ERamper 
Rampant 


Rancour 
Random 


Ranger 


Ranſack 


Rantaway 
Ranter 
| Rapper 


—— 


Rockwood 
Rouſer 


R uffian 
Ruffler 
r 
Rumager 
Rumbler 
Rumour 
Runner 
Rural 


ERuſtic 


Rigid 
Rigour 


Romper - 
Router. 


Rover 


Rudeſby _ 


Ruſher . 


R. bitches, 


U Nr 13 Nase, 


R. bitches. Scalper 
Racket = 
| chemer 
| Dong ry Scourer 
Rapi * #344 SO 
Rapine a ve 
Rapture Scuffe WM 
Rarity EY 
Raſhneſs. Searcher 
Rattle ; dips J 
Reptile i Shit * 
Reſolute _ NET 
Reſtleſs . _ 3 
Rhapſody 8 1 
Wa,, 0,6 7 
wh Skirmiſh - 
SEE Smoker 
Rival -Goctal 
pl | | Song 
Ruthleſs wo, mand 
ales; 2 SORGIOUS © | 
——===Soundwell- 
Ma. „ Spanker. 
8. dogs . 

, Spee 
Salient | Specimen 
Sampler Spinner. 
Sampſon = Splendor 
Sanction — Splenetic 
Sapient Spoiler 
Saucebox, Spokeſman 
Saunter. Sportſman 


| Squabbler 
Squeaker 
Stateſman 


Steady 


Stickler 

Stinger 
Stormer 

Stranger 

Stripling 
Striver 
Strivewell 
Stroker 
Stroller 


Struggler 


Sturdy. 
Subtile 
Succour 
b Suppler 


Surly 


| Swaggerer 
Sylvan 


S. bitches. 


Sanguine 
Sappho 
Science 

Scrupulous 

Shrewdneſs 

 Skilful 

Songſtreſs 


. 2 


Specious 
Speedy 
Spiteful 
Spitfire 
Sportful 
Sport 
Sportly 
Sprightly 
Stately 
Stoutneſs 


Strenuous 


Strumpet 
Surety* 
Sybil! 
n 
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T. dogs. 


Tackler 
Taliſman 
Tamer 
Tangent 
Tartar 


Tatler 
Taunter 


Teaſer 


Terror 


Thraſher 


Threatner 
Thumper 


Thunderer 
Thwacker 


T hwar- 
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Thwarter 
Tickler 
Tomboy 
Topmoſt 
Topper 
Torment 
Torrent 
Torturer 
Toſſer 
Touchſtane 
Tracer 
Tragic 
Trampler 
Tranſit 
Tranſport 
Trayeller 
Trimbuſh 
Trimmer 
Triumph 
Trojan 
Trouncer 
Truant 
Trueboy 
Trueman 
Trudger 
Truſty 
Tryal 
Tryer 
Trywell 
Tuner 


Turbulent 


Twan ger 
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Twig' em 


Tyrant 


G ESC INS 


Vagrant 


Valiant 
Valid 


Voalorous 


Telltale 
Tempeſt 
Tentative 


Termagant 


Terminate 


Terrible 


Teſty 
Thankful 
Thoughtful | 


Tidings 


Toilſome 
Tu 
By — 
Treſpaſs 
Tri 
Trivial 


Trollop 
ITroubleſome 


Truelaſs 
Truemaid 
Tunable 
Tuneful 


. 


by T, bitches. 
Tattle 
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V. dogs . 


Vagabond 


Valou.r 
Vaulter 
Vaunter 
Venture 


Venturer 
Venturous 


Vermin 
Vexer 


Victor 


Vigilant 
Vigorous 


Vigour 


a 
Viper 
Volant 


"Fe, 


—— — 


Vixen 


Volatile . 


Wanderer 


V. bitches. | 
Vanquiſh 


Vehemence 


Vehement 
Vengeance 


Vengeful 


Venomous 
Ventureſome 
Venus 
Verify 


MWarwhoop 
Wayward 
Wellbred 
Whipſter 
| Whyaot 


 Wildman 
_ Wilful 
Wiſdom 


Verity 


| Vicious - 


2 8 23 
Violent 
Viperous 
Virulent 
Vitiate 


Vivid 
Vocal 
Volube 
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** 


W. dogs. 


Warbler 
Warning 
Warrior 


Wildair 


Woodman 
Worker 
Work- 


r 
[= 
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atchful 


elcome 
elldone 
himſey 
hirligig 
alpiſh ildfre 
aſteful illing 


Workman 
Worthy 
Wrangler 

Wreſtler 
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Waggiſh 
agtail 
anton 
arfare . 


arlike Wh 
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Waggery 
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Wiſhful 


onderful 


orry 


rath 


ful 


reakful 
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Ar TER the young hounds have been rounded, and 
are well reconciled to the kennel, know the huntſman, 
and begin to know their names, they ſhould be put into 
couples, and walked out amongſt che ſheep. 


Ir any are particullily ſnappiſh, and troubleſome, you 
ſhould leave the couples looſe. about their necks in the 
kennel, till you find they are more reconciled to them. If 
any are more ſtubborn than the reſt, you ſhould couple 
them to old hounds, rather than to young ones; and 
you ſhould not couple wo dogs together when you can 
avoid it. Young hounds are aukward at firſt; 1 ſhould 
therefore adviſe you to ſend out a few only at a time with 
your people on foot; they will ſoon afterwards become 
handy enough to follow a horſe, and care ſhould be taken 
that the couples be not too looſe, leſt they ſhould lip their 


necks 


HUN TIN G. " 


necks out of the collar, and give crovble in the exeching 


r e N n 


Wu they have been walked often in this manner 
amongſt the ſheep, you may then uncouple a few at a time, 
and begin to chaſtiſe ſuch as offer to run after them; but 


you will ſoon find that the cry of ware ſheep, will ſtop 


them ſufficiently, without the whip; ; and the leſs this is 
uſed, the better. With proper care and attention you 
will ſoon make themaaſhamed of it, but if once ſuffered 
to taſte the blood, you may find it difficult to reclaim 
them afterwards. Various are the methods uſed to break 


ſuch dogs from ſheep; ſome will couple them to a ram, but 


that is breaking them with a vengeance z you had better 
hang them.—A late lord of my acquaintance, who had 
heard of this method, and whoſe whole pack had been 
often guilty of killing ſheep, determined to puniſh them, 
and to that intent put the largeſt ram he could find into 
his kennel. The men with their whips and voices, and 
the ram with his horns, ſoon put the whole kennel into 
confuſion and diſmay, and the hounds and ram were then 
left together. Meeting a friend ſoon after, come, ſays 
he, «© come with me to the kennel, and ſee what rare ſport 
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« the ram makes among the hounds 3; the old fellow lays 
ee about him ſtoutly, 1 aſſure you—egad he trims them 
te there is not a dog dares look him in the face.” —His 
friend, who is a compaſſionate man, pitied the hounds 
exceedingly, and aſked if he was not afraid that ſome of 
them might be ſpoiled No, dn them,” ſaid he, they 
ce deſerve it, and let them ſuffer.” —On they went—all was 
quiet—they opened the kennel door, but ſaw neither ram 
nor hound. —The. ram by this time was entirely eaten 
up, and the hounds having filled their bellies, were re- 
tired to reſt. 


Ir vithout doubt is beſt when you air your hounds, 
to take them out ſeparately; the old ones one day, ano- 
ther day the young; but as I find your hounds are to have 
their whey at a diſtant dairy, On thoſe days both old and 
young may be taken out together, obſerving only to 
take the young ee in couples, when the old ones 
are along with them. Young hounds are always ready 
for any kind of miſchief, and idleneſs might make even 
61d ones too ready to join them in it. Beſides, ſhould 
they break off from the huntſman, the whipper-1n is ge- 
nerally too ill- mounted at this ſeaſon of che year, eaſily 
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: to head them, to bring them back. Run no ſuch riſk. 
My hounds were near being ſpoiled by the mere accident 


of a horſe's falling. The whipper-in was thrown from 


his horſe. The horſe ran away, and the whole pack 


followed him. A flock of ſheep, which were at a little 


diftance, took fright, began to run, and the hounds pur- 


ſued them. The moſt vicious ſet on the reſt, and ſeveral 


ſheep were ſoon pulled down; and killed. I mention 
this to ſhew. you what caution is neceſſary whilſt hounds 
are idle; for though the fall of the horſe was not to be 
attributed to any fault of the man, yet had the old 
hounds been taken out by themſelves, or had all the 


young ones been in couples, it is probable.ſo common an 


accident would not have produced ſo extraordinary an 
event. b | 


Ir is now time to ſtoop-them to a ſcent. ——You had 


better enter them at their own game—it will ſave you 


much' trouble afterwards. Many dogs, I believe, like 
that ſcent beſt which they were firſt blooded to; but be 
that as it may, it is certainly moſt reaſonable to uſe them 
to that which it is intended they ſhould hunt. It may 
not be amiſs when they firſt begin to hunt, to put light 
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collars on them. Young hounds may eaſily get out of 
their knowledge; and ſhy ones, after they have been much 
beaten, may not chooſe to return home. Collars, in that 
caſe, may prevent their being loſt. 


You ſay, you ſhould like to ſee your young hounds run 
a trail-ſcent.—I have no doubt that you would be 
glad to ſee them run over an open down, where you could 
ſo eaſily obſerve their action, and their ſpeed. I do not 


think the doing of it once or twice could hurt your 


hounds; and yet as a ſportſman, I dare not recommend it 
to you. All that I ſhall ſay of it is, that it is leſs bad 
than entering them at hare. A cat is as good a trail as 
any; but on no account ſhould any trail be uſed after 
your hounds are ſtooped to a ſcent. 


I xxow an old ſportſman, a clergyman, who enters his 


young hounds firſt at a cat, which he drags along the 


ground for a mile or two, at the end of which he turns 
out a badger, firſt taking care to break his teeth; he 
takes out about two couple of old hounds along with 
the young ones to hold them on. He never enters his 
young hounds but at vermin; for he ſays, © train up @ 


child 


5 
1 


Ne 81 
thild in the way he ſhould Lo, and when be is old be will not 
depart from it. ” 


SUMMER hunting, eng uſeful to young hounds, 1s 
prejudicial to old ones; I think therefore you will do well 


to reſerve ſome of the beſt of your draft-hounds to enter 


your young hounds with, ſelecting ſuch as are moſt likely 


to ſet them a good example. I need not tell you they 


ſhould not be ſkirters; but, on the contrary, ſhould be 
fair hunting hounds, ſuch as love a ſcent, and that hunt 
cloſeſt on the line of it; it will be neceſſary that ſome of 
them ſhould be good finders, and all muſt be ſteady : 
Thus you procure for your young hounds the beſt inſtruc- 


tions, and at the ſame time prevent two evils, which 


would neceſſarily enſue, were they taught by the whole 
pack; one, that of corrupting, and getting into ſcrapes, 
ſuch as are not much wiſer than themſelves; and the 
other, that of occaſioning much flogging and rateing, 
which always ſhies and 1 interrupts the hunting of an old 
hound. An old hound is a ſagacious animal, and 1s not 
fond of truſting himſelf in the way of an enraged whip- 


per-in, who, as experience has taught him, can flog, and 


can flog unjuſtly.— By attending to his advice, you 


M 2 | will 


V 
. 
31 
185 
K 
| 2 
"Mg 
»% 
on 
* 
2 
1 
13 
N. 
28 
+ BP 
N 
LNG 
. « 
8 
+ 
0 
21 
w 
ny 
> 
3 
8] 
1 
£ 
4 7 
1 
f 2 
! ** 
1 
13 
"© 
s ry 
© 
8 
CE. 
* 
* 
N 
* 
5 
1 
5 "$4 
08 
= 
Wh, - 
8 
* 
3 
1 
EE; 5: 
vo 
3,692 
* 
8 
11 27 
as 
e's, 
py Fs 
2 
7 
* 
— 
PN - 
. 
a 
I. 
1 
3 
3 
+ 3% 
» 1 
+30 
' 
I 4 
+ $ 
5 
1 3 
W's 
$ 
Wh 
DD. 
To Pl 
5,20 
5 
3 
3 
7 1 
7 
* 
"© 
1 . 
: [ 
5 
5 i 
Fe 
£4 
Ve 
of 
Fe] 
5 n 
\ 
+ 
: 
We 
by 
Bo. 
; 
3 
1 
en 
15 
F 
+ 
=Y 
15 
. 


* 
5 
1 
ky 
2 
8 
bh 
7 il 
97 
5 
* 
q 
N 
"i 
4% 
0 he 
. 
* 
i 


= THOUGHTS ON 


will improve one part of your pack, without any injury to 
the other; whilſt ſuch as never ſeparate their young hounds 
from the old, are not likely to have any of them ſteady. 
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You aſk, at what time you ſhall begin to enter your 


ESSE 
44 * 


young hounds ?—rhat queſtion is eaſily anſwered; for you 


r 8 2 
e 2 ne nk — — 


certainly ſhould begin with them as ſoon as you can. The 
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time muſt vary in different countries: In corn countries 
it may not be poſſible to hunt till after the corn is cut; 
in graſs countries you may begin ſooner ; and in wood- 


— 


n 
3 — 2 — 946 
- er r s ; 
* l : * 


lands you may hunt as ſoon as you pleaſe.—If you have 
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plenty of foxes, and can afford to make a ſacrifice of 
ſome of chem for the ſake of making your young hounds 


ſteady, take them firſt where you have leaſt riot, putting 
ſome of the ſteadieſt of your old hounds amongſt them. 
If in ſuch a place you are fortunate enough to find a litter 
of foxes, you may aſſure yourſelf you will have but little 
trouble with your young hounds afterwards, | 


80 Un young hounds as are moſt riotous at firſt, gene- — E 
rally ſpeaking, I think, are beſt in the end. A gentle- 5 
man in my neighbourhood was ſo thoroughly convinced 
of this, that he complained bitterly of a young pointer 
to 
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to the perſon who gave it him, becauſe he had done 10 
niſcbisf. However, meeting the ſame perſon ſome time 
after, he told him the dog he believed would prove a 


good one at laſt.— How ſo,” replied his friend, © it was 


cc but the other day that you ſaid he was good for nothing.“ 
6 e True—but he has killed me nineteen turkies ſince that. 


Ir owing to a ſcarcity of foxes you ſhould ſtoop your 


hounds, at hare, let them not have the blood of her at 
leaſt; nor, for the ſake of conſiſtency, give them much 


encouragement, Hare-hunting has one advantage— 


hounds are chiefly in open ground, where you can eaſily 
command them; but, notwithſtanding that, if foxes are 
in tolerable plenty, keep them to their own game, and 
do not forget the advice of my friend the doctor. 


\FazauenT ballooing is of uſe, 1 think, with young 
hounds; it keeps them forward, prevents their being loſt, 


and hinders them from hunting after the reſt. The oftener 
therefore a fox is ſeen and hallooed, the better; it ſerves 


to let them in, makes them eager, makes theryexert | 
themſelves, and teaches them to be handy. I muſt tell 


you, at the ſame time I ſay this, that I by no means 
approve 
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approve of much hallooing to old hounds ; and though 1 


frequently am guilty of it myſelf, it is owing to my ſpi- 


rits, which lead me into an error that my judgment 
condemns. It is true, there is a time when hallooing is 
of uſe; a time when it does hurt ; and a time when it is 
perfectly indifferent; but it is long practice, and great 
attention to hunting, that muſt teach you the application. 


Hounps, at their firſt entering, cannot be encouraged 
too much. When they are become handy, love a ſcent, 
and begin to know what is right, it will be ſoon enough 
to chaſtiſe them for doing wrong; in which caſe one 
ſevere beating will ove a 275 of trouble. You ſhould 


ID 


to make uſe of his voice as well as his whip; and let AN 


remember, that the ſmack of the whip is often of as 


much uſe as the laſh, to one that has felt it. If any are 
very unſteady, it will not be amiſs to ſend them out by 
themſelves, when the men go out to exerciſe their horſes. 
If you have hares in plenty, let ſome be found ſitting, and 
turned out before them, and you will ſoon find the moſt 
riotous will not run after them. If they are to be made 


ſeedy from deer, wy ſhould ſee them often, and they 


will 
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85 
will not regard them; and if, after a probation of this 
kind, you turn out a cub before them, with ſome old 
| hounds to lead them on, you may aſſure yourſelf they 
will not be unſteady long; for as Somervile rightly 
obſerves, | | 

«« Eaſy the leſſon of the youthful train, 


When inſtinct prompts, and when example guides.” 


Flogging hounds in kennel, the frequent practice of moſt 
huntſmen, I hold in abhorrence : it is unreaſonable, unjuſt, 
and cruel; and, carried to the exceſs we ſometimes ſee it, 
is a diſgrace to humanity. Hounds that are old offenders, 
that are very riotous, and at the ſame time very cunning, 
may be difficult to catch : ſuch hounds may be excepted— 


ſhould not fail to give it them when you can.——This 

you will allow is a particular caſe, and neceſſity may ex- 

cuſe it but let not the peace and quiet of your kennel 

be often thus diſturbed. When your hounds offend, pu- 
niſh them :—when caught in the fact, then let them ſuf- 

fer—and if you are ſevere, at leaſt be Juſt, 


When your young hounds ſtoop to a ſcent, are become 


handy, know a rate, and ſtop eaſily, you may then begin 


to 


they deſerve puniſhment whenever it happens, and you 
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to put them into the pack; a feu only at a time; nor do 
I think it adviſeable to begin this, till the pack have been 
out a few times by themſelves, and are got well in blood. 
I ſhould alſo adviſe you to take them ' the. firſt day where 
they are moſt ſure to find ; as long reſt makes all hounds 
riotous, and they may do that en gaitè de cæur, which they 
would not chink of at another time. e 


If your covers are large, you would find the ſtrait 
horn of uſe, and I am ſorry to hear you do not ' approve 
of it. You aſk me why I like it ?—not as a muſician, I 
can aſſure you. It ſignifies little, in our way, what the 


noiſe is, as long as it is underſtood. 
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Ums I had kept a regular journal of all that has 
been done in the kennel from the time when my young 
hounds were firſt taken in, to the end of the laſt ſeaſon, 
it would be impoſſible, I think, to anſwer all the queſ- 
tions which, in your laſt letter, you aſk concerning them, 
I wiſh that a memory, which is far from being a good 
one, may enable me to give the information you deſire, 
If I am to be more circumſtantial than in my former letter, 
'I muſt recollect, as well as I can, the regular ſyſtem of my 
own kennel ; and if I am to write from memory, you will, 
without doubt, excuſe the lucidus ordo which may be want- 
ing—it ſhall be my endeavour, that the information theſe 
letters contain, ſhall not miſlead you. 


You deſire me to explain what 1 mean by hounds 
being handy—It relates to their readineſs to do whatever 
is required of them; and particularly, when caſt, to 
turn eaſily which way the huntſman pleaſes, 

N I was 
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I was told the other day by a ſportſman, that he con- 
ſiders the management of hounds as a regular ſyſtem of 
education, from the time when they are firſt taken into the 
kennel: I perfectly agree with that gentleman; and am 
well convinced, that if you expect ſagacity in your hound 
when he is old, you muſt be mindful what inſtruction he 
receives from you in his youth; for as, he is of all animals 
the moſt docile, he is alſo moſt liable to bad habits. A 
diverſity of character, conſtitution, and diſpoſition, are 
to be obſerved. among them; which, ro be made the 
moſt of, muſt be carefully attended to, and treated dif- 
ferently, I do not pretend to have ſucceeded in it myſelf; 
yet you will perceive, perhaps, that I have paid ſome 
attention to it. | 55 


I BEOIN to hunt my young hounds in Auguſt. The 
employment of my huntſman the preceding months, is 
to keep his old hounds healthy and quiet, by giving 
them proper exerciſe, and to get his young hounds for- 
ward. They are called over often in the kennel; it uſes 
them to their names, to the huntſman, and to the whip- 
per- in. They are walked out often among ſheep, hares, 
and deer; it uſes them to a rate. Sometimes he turns 

down 
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down a cat before them, which they hunt up to and kill 


and, when the time of hunting approaches, he turns out 


badgers or young foxes, taking out ſome of the ſteadieſt of 
his old hounds to lead them on—this teaches them to 


hunt. He draws ſmall covers and furze brakes with them, 
to uſe them to a halloo, and to teach them obedience, 


If they find improper game, and hunt it, they are ſtopped 
and brought back; and as long as they will ſtop at a rate, 


they are not chaſtiſed. Obedience is all that is required 


of them, till they have been ſufficiently taught the game 
they are to hunt. An obſtinate deviation from it after- 
wards is never pardoned, It is an obſervation of the mar- 
cheſe Beccaria, that © La certezza di un caſtigo, benche 
« moderato fara ſempre una maggiore impreſſione, che 
« non il timore di un altro piu terribile, unito colla 
ce ſperanza, della impunita. 


Wurx my young hounds are taken out to air, my huntſ- 
man takes them into the country in which they are to begin 
to hunt, Tt 1s attended with this advantage; they acquire 
a knowledge of the country, and when left behind at any 
time, cannot fail to find their way home more eaſily. 
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Wurx they begin to hunt, they are firſt taken into a 
large cover of my own, which has many fidings cut in it; 
and where young foxes are turned out every year on 
purpoſe for them. Here it is they are taught the ſcent 
they are to hunt, are encouraged to purſue it, and are 
| ſtopped from every other. Here they are blooded to fox. 
I muſt alſo tell you that as foxes are plentiful in this 
cover, the principal earth is not ſtopped, and the foxes 
are checked back, or ſome of them let in, as may beſt 
ſuit the purpoſe of blooding. After they have been 
hunted a few days in this manner, they are then ſent to more 
diſtant covers, and more old hounds are added to them; 
there they continue hunting till they are taken into 
the pack, which is ſeldom later than the beginning 
of September; for by that time they will have learned 
what is required of them, and they ſeldom give much 
trouble afterwards, In September, I begin to hunt in 
earneſt, and after the old hounds have killed a few foxes, 
the young hounds are put into the pack, two or three 
couple at a time, till all have hunted. They are then 
divided; and as I ſeldom have occaſion to take in more 
than nine or ten couple, one half are taken out ane day, 
the er half the next, till alla are ſteady. 


Twa 
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Two other methods of entering young hounds I have 
practiſed occaſionally, as the number of hounds have 
required; for inſtance, when that number is very con- 
ſiderable, I make a large draft of my ſteadieſt hounds, 
which are kept with the young hounds in a ſeparate kennel, 
and are hunted with them all the fore part of the ſeaſon. 
This, when the old hounds begin to hunt, makes two 
diſtinct packs, and 1s always attended with great trouble 
and inconvenience. Nothing hurts a pack ſo much as 
to enter many young hounds, ſince 1t muſt weaken it 
conſiderably by robbing it of thoſe which are the moſt 
ſteady; and yet, young hounds can do nothing without 
their aſſiſtance. Such, therefore, as conſtantly enter their 
young hounds in this manner, will, ſometimes at leaſt, 
have two indifferent packs, inſtead of one good one. 


Ix the other method, the young hounds are well awed 
from ſheep, but never ſtooped to a ſcent, till they are 
taken out with the pack ; they are then taken out a few 
only at a time; and if your pack is perfectly ſteady, and 
well manned, may not give you much trouble. The 
method I firſt mentioned, which is the one I moſt com- 
monly practiſe, will be neceſſary when you have many 


) 


young 
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young hounds to enter; when you have only a few, the 
laſt will be moſt convenient. The other, which requires 
two diſtinct packs, is on too extenſive a plan to ſuit your 
eſtabliſhment, requiring more horſes and hounds than you 
intend to keep. 


THrovca I have mentioned, in a former letter, from eight 
to twelve couple of young hounds, as a ſufficient number 
to keep up your pack to its preſent eſtabliſhment, yet it 
is always beſt to keep a few couple more than you want 
in reſerve, in caſe of accidents : ſince from the time you 
make your draft, to the time of hunting, is a long period; 
and their exiſtence at that age andgſeaſon very preca- 
rious: beſides, when they are ſafe from the diſorder, they 
are not always ſafe from each other; and a ſummer, I 
think, ſeldom paſſes without ſome loſſes of that kind. 
At the ſame time I muſt tell you, that I ſhould decline 
the entering of more than are neceſſary to keep up the 
pack, fince a greater number would only create uſeleſs 
trouble and vexation. 


You wiſh to know what number of old hounds you 
ſhould hunt with the young ones: that muſt depend on 
the 
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the ſtrength of your pack, and the number which you 
chooſe to ſpare; if good and ſteady, ten or twelve cou- 
ple will be ſufficient. | 


Tae young hounds, and ſuch old ones as are intended 
to hunt along with them, ſhould be kept in a kennel by 
themſelves, till the young hounds are hunted' with the 
pack. I need not, I am ſure, enumerate the many rea- 
ſons that make this regulation neceſſary. 


I never truſt my young hounds in the foreſt till they 
have been well blooded to fox, and ſeldom put more than 
a couple into the pack at a time. The others are walked 
out amongſt the deer, when the men exerciſe their horſes, 
and are ſeverely chaſtiſed if they take any notice of them. 
They alſo draw covers with them ; chooſing out ſuch, 
where they can beſt ſee their hounds, and moſt eaſily 
command them, and where there is the leaſt chance to 
find a fox. On theſe occaſions I had rather they ſhould - 
have to rate their hounds, than encourage them. It 
requires leſs judgment; and, if improperly done, is leſs 
dangerous in its conſequences. One halloo of encou- 
ragement to a wrong ſcent, more than undoes all that you 


have been doing, . 
HEN 
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Wren young hounds begin to love a ſcent, it may 


be of uſe to turn out a badger before them ; you will 


then be able to diſcover what improvement they have 


made; I mention a badger, on a ſuppoſition that young | 


foxes cannot ſo well be ſpared ; beſides the badger, being 
a ſlower animal, he may eaſily be followed, and driven 
the way you chooſe he ſhould run. 


Taz day you intend to turn out a fox, or badger, you 


will do well to ſend them amongſt hares, or deer. A little 
rating and flogging, before they are encouraged to ver- 
min, is of the greateſt uſe, as it teaches them both what 


they ſhould, and what they ſhould not do; I have known 


a badger run ſeveral miles, if judiciouſly managed; for 
which purpoſe he ſhould be turned out in a very open 
country, and followed by a perſon who has more ſenſe 
than to ride on the line of him, If he does not meet 
with any cover or hedge in his way, he will keep on for 
ſeveral miles ; if he does, you will not be able to get 
him any farther, —You. ſhould give him a great deal 
of law, and you will do well to break his teeth. 


Ir you run any cubs to ground | in an indifferent coun- 
try, and do not want blood, bring them home, and they 
will 


Ip 
"IJ 
3 
by 5 


5 


HUN T IW 6. 95 


foxes to your young hounds, but never to your old ones. 
object to them on many accounts; but of bag-foxes I 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak hereaffter. 


Tux day after your hounds have had blood, is alſo a 
proper time to ſend them where there is riot, and to chaſ- 
tiſe them if they deſerve it: it is always beſt to correct 
them when they cannot help knowing what they are 
corrected for. When you ſend out your hounds for this 


it, and of courſe, will give leſs trouble in ſtopping them. 


"4 
* 


moſt unmercifully in the kennel : I have already told you 


riotous, you may with leſs impropriety put a hve hare 
into the kennel to them; flogging them as often as they 
approach her ; they will then have ſome notion at leaſt, 


for what they are b aten: but, let me intreat you, before 
this charivari begins, to draft off your ſteady hounds: 
An animal to whom we owe ſo much good diverſion, 
0 „ 


will be of uſe to your young hounds. Turn out bag 


3 purpoſe, the later they go out, I think the better, as the 
* worſe the ſcent is, the leſs inclinable will they be to run 


It is a common practice with huntſmen to flog their hounds 


I like it not; but if many of your hounds are obſtinately 
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ſhould not he ill uſed unneceſſarily. —When a hare is put 
into the kennel, the huntſman and both the whippers-in 
ſhould be preſent, and the whippers-in ſhould flog every 
hound, calling him by his name, and rating him as often 
as he is near the hare, and upon this occaſion they can- 
not cut them too hard, or rate them too much ; when 
they think they have chaſtiſed them enough, the hare 
ſhould then be taken away, the huntſman ſhould halloo 
off his hounds, and the whippers-in ſhould rate them to 
him.- 


If any one loves hare more than the reſt, you 
may tie a dead one round his neck, flogging him and 
rating him at the ſame time, This poſſibly may make 
him aſhamed of it. 1 never bought a lot of hounds in 
my life that were not obliged to undergo this diſcipline — 
either hares are leſs plentiful in other countries, or other 
ſportſmen are leſs nice in making Wein nn ſteady 
from them. 


I would adviſe you to hunt your large covers with your 
young hounds; it will tire them out; a neceſſary ſtep 
towards making them ſteady ; and will open the cover 
againſt the time you begin in earneſt, and by diſturbing 

5 the 
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the large covers early in the year, foxes will be ſhy of 
them in the ſeaſon, and ſhew you better chaces: beſides, 
as they are not likely to break from thence, you can do 
no hurt to the corn, and may begin before it is cut. 


Ir your hounds are very riotous, and you are obliged 
to ſtop them very often from hare, it will be adviſeable, 
I think, to try on (however late it may be) till you find 
a fox, as the giving them encouragement ſhould, at ſuch 
a time, prevail over every other conſideration, 


 Trnoven all young hounds, I believe, are given to riot, 
yet the better they are bred, the leſs trouble will they 
be likely to give you. Pointers, well-bred, ſtand natu- 
rally; and high-bred fox-hounds love their own game 
beſt. Such, however, as are very riotous, ſhould have 
little reſt : you ſhould hunt them one day in large covers, 
where foxes are in plenty; the next day they ſhould be 
walked out amongſt hares, and deer, and ſtopped from 
riot; the day following be hunted again as before. Old 
| hounds, that I have had from other packs (particularly 
ſuch as have been entered at hare) I have ſometimes found 
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incorrigible; but I never yet knew a young hound ſo riot- 
ous, but, by this management, he ſoon became ſteady. 


Wurx hounds are rated, and do not anſwer. the rate, 
they ſhould be coupled up immediately, and be made to 
know the whipper-in: in all probability this method will 
ſave any farther trouble. Theſe fellows ſometimes flog 
hounds unmercifully, and ſome of them ſeem to take 
pleaſure in their cruelty; I am ſure, however, I need not 
deſire you to prevent the exceſs of it. 


I nav heard, that no fox-hounds will break off to 
deer, after once a fox is found, I cannot ſay the expe- 
rience J have had of this diverſion will any ways juſtify 
the remark; let me adviſe you therefore, to ſeek a ſurer 
dependance. Before you hunt your young hounds where 
hares are in plenty, let them be awed, and ſtopped from 
hare : before you hunt amongſt deer, let them not only 
ſee deer, but let them draw covers where deer are for 
you muſt not be ſurprized, if, after they are ſo far ſteady, 
as not to run them in view, they ſhould challenge on 
the ſcent of them. Unleſs you take this method with 
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your young hounds, before you put them into the pack, 


you will run a great riſque of corrupting ſuch as are ſteady, 


and will loſe the pleaſure of hunting with ſteady hounds. 
I have already told you that after my young hounds are 
taken into the pack, I ſtill take out but very few at a 
time, when J hunt among deer. I alſo change them when 
I take out others; for the ſteadineſs they may have acquired 
could be but little depended on, were they to meet with 
any encouragement to be riotous. 


I cowss I think firſt impreſſions of more conſequence 
than they are in general thought to be : I not, only enter 
my young hounds to vermin on that account, but I even 
uſe them, as early as I can, to the ftrongeſt covers and 
thickeſt brakes, and I ſeldom find they are ever ſhy of 
them afterwards. A friend of mine has aſſured me, that 
he once entered a ſpaniel to ſnipes, and the dog, ever after 
was partial to them, preferring them to every other bird. 


Ir you have martern cats within your reach, as all 
hounds are fond of their ſcent, you will do well to enter 
your young hounds in covers which they frequent, The 

„ martern 
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martern cat being a ſmall animal, by running the thickeſt 
breaks it can find, teaches hounds to run cover, and is 


therefore of the greateſt uſe.— I do not much approve 
of hunting them with the old hounds; they ſhew but little 
ſport, are continually climbing trees; and as the cover 
they run ſeldom fails to ſcratch and tear hounds conſide- 
rably, I think you might be ſorry to ſee your whole pack 
disfigured by it. The agility of this little animal is really 
wonderful; and though it falls frequently from a tree, in 
the midſt of a whole pack of hounds, all intent on catch- 
ing it, there are but few inſtances, I believe, of a martern's 
being caught by them in that ſituation. 


In ſummer, hounds might hunt in an evening ;—1 
know a pack, that after having killed one fox in the morn- 
ing with the young hounds, killed another in the evening 
with the old ones. Scent generally lies well at the cloſe 
of the day, yet there is a great objection to hunting at 
that time; animals are then more eaſily diſturbed, and you 


have a greater variety of ſcents than at an earlier hour. 


Hav, given you all the information I can poſlibly 
recollect, with regard to my own management of young 


hounds, 


235 
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| hounds, I ſhall now take notice of that part of your laſt 


letter, where I am ſorry to find that our opinions differ, — 
Obedience, you ſay, is every thing neceſſary in a hound, 
and that it is of little conſequence by what means it is 
obtained, I cannot concur altogether in that opinion ; 


for I think it very neceſſary, that the hound ſhovld at the 


ſame time underſtand you. Obedience, under proper ma- 
nagement, will be a neceſſary conſequence of it. Obe- 
dience, ſurely, is not all that is required of them : they 
ſhould be taught to diſtinguiſh of themſelves right from 


wrong, or I know not how they are to be managed ; when, 


as it frequently happens, we cannot ſee what' they are at, 
and muſt take their words for it, A hound that hears a 


voice which has often rated him, and that hears the whip 


he has often felt, I know, will ſtop.—I alſo know, he will 


commit the ſame fault again, if he has been accuſtomed 
to be guilty of it. 


sann you very rightly obſerve, is a neceſſary 
quality in a hound, for he is uſeleſs without it. It is 
therefore an excellent principle, for a huntſman to ſet out 
* uw good as it is, I think it may be carried too 


far, 
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far. I would not have him inſiſt on too much, or tor- 


ment his hounds, mal @ propos, by exacting of them by 


force what 1s not abſolutely neceſſary to your diverſion. 
You ſay, he intends to enter your hounds at hare—1s it 
to teach them obedience ?—Does he mean to encourage 
vice in them, to correct it afterwards? II have heard, 
indeed, that the way to make hounds ſteady from hare, is 
to enter them at hare: that is, to encourage them to hunt 
her. It requires more faith than I pretend to, to believe 
ſo ſtrange a paradox. | 


Ir concerns me to be obliged to differ from you in 
opinion; but ſince it cannot now be helped, we will pur- 
ſue the ſubject, and examine it throughout; permit me 
then to aſk you, what it is you propoſe from the entering 
of your hounds at hare? Two; advantages, I ſhall pre- 
ſume, you expect from it :—The teaching of your hounds 


to hunt, and teaching them to be obedient. 
ever neceſſary you may think theſe requiſues in a hound, 


I cannot but flatter myſelf they are to be acquired by 


leſs exceptionable means. The method I have already 
mentioned to make hounds obedient, as it is practiſed in 


my 
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my own kennel—that of calling them over often in the 
kennel, to uſe them to their names, and walking them 
out often amongſt ſheep, hares, and deer, from which 
they are ſtopped to uſe them to a rate, in my opinion, 
would anſwer your purpoſe better. The teaching your 
hounds to hunt, is by no means ſo neceſſary as you ſeem 
to imagine. Nature will teach it them, nor need you 
give yourſelf ſo much concern about it. Art only will 
be neceſſary to prevent them from hunting what they 


ought not to hunt—and do you really think your method 
a proper one to accompliſh it ? | 


Tux firſt and moſt eſſential thing towards making 
hounds obedient, I ſuppoſe, is to make them underſtand 
you; nor do I apprehend you. will find any difficulty on 
their parts, but ſuch as may be occaſioned on yours. The 
language we uſe to them, to convey our meaning ſhould 
never vary :—ſtill leſs, ſhould we alter the very meaning 
of the terms we uſe, —— Would it not be abſurd to en- 
courage, when we mean to rate? and if we did, could 
we expect to be obeyed ? ou will not deny this, and 
yet you are guilty of no leſs an inconſiſtency, when you 


encourage your hounds tg run a ſcent to-day, which you 
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know, at the ſame time, you muſt be obliged to break 


them from to-morrow ;—is it not running counter to juſ- 
tice and to reaſon. 


1 conrsss there is ſome uſe in hunting young hounds, 
where you can eaſily command them; but even this you 
may pay too dearly for. Enter your hounds in ſmall 
covers, or in ſuch large ones as have ridings cut in them; 
whippers-in can then get at them, can always ſee what 
they are at, and I have no doubt that you may have a 


pack of fox-hounds ſteady to fox by this means, without 
_ adopting ſo prepoſterous a method as that of firſt making 


hare-hunters of them. You will find, that hounds, thus 
inſtructed what game they are to hunt, and what they 
are not, will ſtop at a word; becauſe they will under- 
ſtand you; and, after they have been treated in this raan- 
ner, a ſmack only of the whip, will ſpare you the inhu- 
manity of cutting your hounds in pieces (not very juſtly) 
for faults which you yourſelf have encouraged them to 
commit, | 


1 THINK, in your laſt letter, you ſeem very anxious to 


get your young hounds well blooded to fox, at the ſame 


time 
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time that you talk of entering them at hare. How am 
I to reconcile ſuch contradictions? If the blood of fox 
is of ſo much uſe, ſurely you cannot think the blood of 


hare a matter of indifference, unleſs you ſhould be of 


opinion that a fox is better eating.— Nature, I ſuppoſe, 
never intended they ſhould hunt ſheep, yet we very well 
know, when once they have killed: ſheep, that they have 
no diſlike to mutton afterwards. 


You have conceived an idea, perhaps, that a fox-hound 
is deſigned by nature to hunt a fox. Yet, ſurely, if that 
was your opinion, you would never think of entering him 
at any other game. I cannot, however, think nature 
deſigned the dog, which we call a fox-hound, to hunt fox 


only, ſince we know he will alſo hunt other animals. 


That a well-bred fox-hound may give a preference to 
vermin, cæteris paribus, I will not diſpute: I think it 
very poſlible he may ; but this I am certam of—that every 
fox-hound will leave a bad ſcent of fox, for a good one 
of either hare or deer, unleſs he has been made ſteady 
from them ; and in this, I ſhall not fear to be contradicted. 
But, as I do not wiſh to enter into abftruſe reaſoning 
—P 2 with 
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with you, or think it any ways material to our preſent 
purpoſe, whether the dogs we call fox-hounds were ori- 
ginally deſigned by nature to hunt fox or not, we will 
drop the ſubject. I muſt at the ſame time beg leave to 
obſerve, that dogs are not the only animals in which an 
extraordinary diverſity of ſpecies has happened ſince the 
days of Adam. Yet a great naturaliſt tells us, that man 
is nearer, by eight degrees, to Adam, than is the dog to 
the firſt dog of his race; ſince the age of man is four 
ſcore years, and that of a dog but ten. It therefore fol- 
lows, that if both ſhould equally degenerate, the alte- 


ration would be — times more remarkable in the dog 
than man. Oo 


Tux two moſt neceſſary queſtions which reſult from 
the foregoing premiſes, are—whether hounds entered at 
| hare are perfectly ſteady, afterwards, to fox ;—and whether 
ſteadineſs is not attainable by more reaſonable means. — 
Having never hunted with gentlemen who follow this 
practice, I muſt leave the firſt queſtion for others to de- 


termine ; but having always had my hounds dera, I can 
myſelf anſwer the ſecond, 


THE 
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Tax objections I have now made to the treatment of young 


hounds, by ſome huntſmen, though addreſſed, my friend, 
to you, are general objections, and ſhould not perſonally 
offend you. I know no man more juſt, or more humane, 
than you are. The diſapprobation you ſo ſtrongly marked 
in your laſt letter, of the ſeverity uſed in ſome kennels, 
the noble animal we both of us admire, is much beholden 
to you for. Your intention of being preſent yourſelf, 
the firſt time a hound is flogged, to ſee how your new 
whipper-in behaves himſelf, is a proof of benevolence, 


which the Italian author of the moſt humane book, could 
not fail to commend you for. Huntſmen and whippers-. 


in are ſeldom ſo unlucky as to have your feelings; yet 
cuſtom, which authoriſes them to flog hounds unmercifully, | 


does not do away the barbarity of it.——A gentleman 
ſeeing a girl ſkinning eels alive, aſked her, if it was not 
very cruel” —< O not at all, fir,” replied the girl, © they 
« be uſed to it,” 
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Y OU deſire to know, if there is any remedy for the 
diſtemper among the dogs. I ſhall therefore mention all 
the diſorders which my hounds have experienced, and 
point out the remedies which have been of ſervice to 
them. The diſtemper you enquire about, is, I believe, 
the moſt fatal, (the plague only excepted) that any 
animal is ſubject to. It has not been long known in this 
country, but it is almoſt inconceivable what numbers it 
has deſtroyed in ſo ſhort a period ; —ſeveral hundreds, I 


can myſelf place to this mortifying account. It ſeems 


happily to be now on the decline; at leaſt, it is leſs fre- 


quent, and more mild ; and, I think, it 1s probable, that 


in time, it may be entirely removed. The effects of it 


are too generally known to need any deſcription of them 
here l wiſh the remedies were known as well! 


A BROTHER ſportſman communicated to me a remedy, 
which, he ſaid, his hounds had found. great benefit from, 
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viz. An ounce of Peruvian bark, in a glaſs of Port wine, 
taken twice a day. It is not infallible ; but in ſome ſtages 
of this diſorder, is certainly of uſe, The hound moſt 
infected, that ever I knew to recover, was a large ſtag- 
hound ; he lay five days without being able to get off the 
bench; nor did he receive any nouriſhment during the 
whole time, but the medicine, with which, he drank three 
bottles of Port wine, — ou may think, perhaps, the 
feeder drank his ſhare ;—it is probable he might, if it 
had not been ſent ready mixed up with the bark. I once 
tried the poudre unique, thinking it a proper medicine for 
a diſorder which is ſaid to be putrid ; but 1 cannot ſay 
any thing in its favour, with regard to dogs, at leaſt. — 
Norris's drops I have alſo given, and with ſucceſs. I gave 
a large ſpoonful of them in an equal quantity of Port 
wine, three times a day; as the dog grew better, I leſſened 
the quantity. When dogs run much at the noſe, nothing 
will contribute more to the cure of them, than keeping 
that part clean; when that cannot conveniently be done, 
emetics will be neceſſary ; the beſt I know, is a large 
ſpoonful of common ſalt, diſſolved in three ſpoonfuls of 
warm water.—The firſt ſymptom of this diſorder, gene- 
rally, is a cough.—As ſoon as it is perceived amongſt my 

| 3 young 
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young hounds, great attention is paid to them. They 
have plenty of clean ſtraw, and are fed oftener and better 
than at other times; as long as they continue to eat the 
kennel meat, they are kept together; as ſoon as any of 
them refuſe to feed, they are removed into another kennel, 
the door of the kennel is left open in the day, and they 
are only ſhut up at night; and, I think, being out in the 
air, is of great ſervice to them. To ſuch as are very 
bad, I give Norris's drops; to others emetics; whilſt 
ſome, only require to be better fed than ordinary, and 
need no other remedy. They ſhould be fed from the 
kitchen, when they refuſe the kennel meat. Some- 
times they will loſe the uſe of their hinder parts ;—bleed- 
ing them, by cutting off the laſt joint of the tail, may, 
perhaps, be of ſervice to them. I cannot ſpeak of it with 
any certainty, yet I have reaſon to think, that I once ſaved 
a favourite dog by this operation. In ſhort, by one me- 
thod or another, I think they may always be recovered. 
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Taz likelieſt preſervative for thoſe that are well, is the 
keeping of them warm at night, and high fed. This dif- 
order being probably infectious, it is better to provide 
an hoſpital for ſuch as are ſeized with it, which ſhould 
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be in the back part of the kennel.— There is no doubt 
but ſome kennels are healthier than others, and conſe- 
quently leſs liable to it. I apprehend mine to be one of 
thoſe; for in a dozen years, I do not believe I have loſt 
half that number of old hounds, notwithſtanding the 
great number of whelps I loſe at their walks. Neigh- 
bouring kennels have not been equally fortunate ; I have 
obſerved in ſome of them a diſorder unknown in mine: 
I mean a ſwelling in the ſide, which ſometimes breaks, 
but ſoon afte. forms again, and generally proves fatal at 
laſt. I think, I heard a friend of mine fay, whoſe 
kennel is ſubject to this complaint, that he never knew 
but one inſtance of a dog who recovered from i it. I have, 
however, ſince known another, 1n a dog I had from him, 
which 1 cured by frequently rubbing with a digeſtive 
ointment : the tumour broke, and formed again ſeveral 
times, till at laſt it went entirely away. The diſorder we 
have now been treating of, has this, I think, in common 
with the putrid ſore throat, that it ufually attacks the 
weakeſt. Women are more apt to catch the ſort throat 
than men; children, than women; and young hounds 
more readily catch this diſorder, than old. When it ſeizes 
whelps at their walks, or young hounds, when firſt taken 
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from them, it is then moſt. dangerous, I alſo think that 
madneſs, their inflammatory fever, is leſs frequent than 
1t was, before this diſorder was known. 


THERE are few diſorders which dogs are ſo ſubject to 
as the mange. Air and exerciſe, wholeſome food, and 
cleanlineſs, are the beſt preſervatives againſt it. Your 
feeder ſhould be particularly attentive to it, and when 
he perceives any ſpot upon them, let him rub it with the 
following mixture: 
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A pint of train oil, 

Half a pint of oil of turpentine, 

A quarter of a pound of ginger, in powder, 
Half an ounce of gunpowder, finely powdered, 
Mixed up cold. 


If the diſorder ſhould be bad enough to reſiſt that, three 
mild purging balls, one every other day, ſhould be given, 
and the dog laid up for a little while afterwards,—For 
the red mange, you may uſe the following : 


Four ounces of quickſilyer, 
Two ounces of Venice turpentine, 
One pound of hog's lard, 


The 
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The quickſilver and turpentine are to be rubbed together, 
till the globules all diſappear. When you apply it, you 
muſt rub an ounce, once a day, upon the part affected, 
for three days ſucceſſively. This is to be uſed when the 
hair comes off, or any redneſs appears. How wonderful 
is the fatigue which a fox-hound undergoes ! Could you 
count the miles he runs, the number would appear almoſt 
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incredible. This he undergoes cheerfully ; and, perhaps, 
three times a week, through a long ſeaſon. His health, 
therefore, well deſerves your care; nor ſhould you ſuffer 
the leaſt taint to injure it. Huntſmen are frequently 
too negligent in this point. I know one in parti- 
cular, a famous one, too, whoſe kennel was never free 
from the mange, and the ſmell of brimſtone was often- 
times ſtronger, I believe, in the noſes of his hounds, than 
the ſcent of the fox. 
ſcription for the cure of the mange, in the Phil. Tranſ. 
No. 25, p. 451, you will find the following: 


If you chuſe to try a curious pre- 


«© Mr. Coxe procured an old mungrel cur, all over 
* mangey, of a middle ſize, and having ſome hours be- 
<« fore fed him plentifully with cheeſe-parings and milk, 
<< he prepared his jugular vein; then he made a ſtrong 
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te ligature on his neck, that the venal blood might be 
c emitted with the greater impetus ; after this, he took 
* a young land ſpaniel, about the ſame bigneſs, and pre- 
ce pared his jugular vein likewiſe, that the deſcendant 
© part might receive the mangey dog's blood, and the 
ce aſcendant, diſcharge his own into a diſh ; he tranſ- 
ce fuſed about fourteen or ſixteen ounces of the blood 
ce of the infected, into the veins of the ſound dog; by 
ce this experiment there appeared no alteration in the 
« ſound one, but the mangey dog was in about ten days, 
cc or a fortnight's time perfectly cured ; and poſlibly this 
ce js the quickeſt and ſureſt remedy for 2 diſeaſe, 


« either in man or beaſt,” 


Hevunps ſometimes are bitten by vipers :—ſweet oil has 
been long eſteemed as a certain antidote ; ſome ſhould be 
applied to the part, and ſome taken inwardly. Though 
a friend of mine informs me, that the common cheeſe 
rennet, externally applied, is a more efficacious remedy 
than oil, for the bite of a viper. They are liable to 
wounds and cuts — Friar's balſam is very good, if applied 
immediately ; yet, as it is apt to ſhut up a bad wound 
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too ſoon, the following tincture, in ſuch caſes, may per- 
haps be preferable ; at leaſt, after the firſt dreſſing or two 


Of Barbadoes aloes, two ounces, 
Of myrrh, pounded, three ounces, 
Mixed WP with a quart of brandy. 


The bottle ſhould be well corked, and put into a bark 
bed, or dunghill, for about ten days or a fortnight.— 
The tongue of the dog, in moſt caſes, is his beſt ſurgeon ; 
where he can apply that, he ſeldom needs any other re- 
medy.—A green, or ſeton, in the neck, is of great relief 
in moſt diſorders of the eyes; and I have frequently 
known dogs almoſt blind, recovered by it.—It is alſo of 
ſervice when dogs are ſhaken in the ſhoulders, and has 
made many ſound. In the latter caſe there ſhould be two, 


one applied on each ſide, and as near the ſhoulder as 


poſſible. The following ointment may be uſed to 
diſperſe ſwellings. 


Of freſh mutton ſuet, tried, two pounds, 
Of gum elemi, one pound, 
Of common turpentine, ten ounces. 


The gum is to be melted with the ſuet, and, when taken 


from the fire, the turpentine is to be mixed with it, ſtrain- 


ing 
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ing the mixture whilſt it is hot. Dogs, frequently, are 
ſtubbed in the foot. The tincture before-mentioned, and 
this, or any digeſtive ointment, will ſoon recover them. — 
For ſtrains, I uſe two-thirds of ſpirits of wine, and one 
of turpentine, mixed up together. Hounds, from blows, 
or other accidents, are often lame in the ſtifle. This, 
frequently applied, and long reſt, are the likelieſt means 
I know to recover them.—The following excellent re- 
medy for a ſtrain, with which I have cured myſelf, and 


many others, I have alſo found of benefit to dogs, when 
ſtrained in the leg or foot. 


Dr SSOLVE two ounces of camphire in half a pint of ſpirits 
of wine, and put to it a large bullock's gall, The part 
affected muſt be rubbed before the fire, three or four 
times a day. 


Sox feet are ſoon cured with brine, or ſalt and vinegar, 
a handful of falt to a pint of vinegar.— A plaiſter of 
black pitch is the beſt cure for a thorn in either man, 
horſe, or dog; and I have known it ſucceed, after every 
thing elſe had failed. If the part is much inflamed, a 
common poultice bound over the plaiſter, will aſſiſt in 
the cure. | 

Ir 
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Ir hounds are much troubled with worms, the beſt 
cure I know, is the following: 


Of pewter pulverized, 1 drachm 7 grs. 
Of Æthiop's mineral, 16 grs. 


This is to be given three times, once every other day, 
and the dog ſhould be kept warm, and from cold water. 
Whey, or pot liquor, may be given him two or three 
hours after, and ſhould be continued, inſtead of meat, 
during the time he is taking the medicine. The beſt 
way of piving it, is to mix it up with butter, and then 
to make it into balls, with a little flour. 


WunIN a dog is rough in his coat, and ſcratches much, 
two or three purging balls, and a little reſt afterwards, 
ſeldom fail to get him into order again. To make dogs 
fine in their coats, you ſhould uſe the following dreſſing : 


One pound of native ſulphur, 
One quart of train oil, 

One pound of oil of turpentine, 
Half a pound of ſoap. 
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My hounds are dreſſed with it two or three times only in a 
year; in ſome kennels, I am told, they dreſs them once in 
two months. The more frequently it is done, the cleaner, 
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I ſuppoſe, your hounds will look. Should you chooſe 
to dreſs your puppies, before they are put out to their 
walks, the following receipt, which- I received from a 
| friend of mine in Staffordſhire (the perſon already men- 
tioned in this letter, an excellent ſportſman, to whom I 
have many obligations) will anſwer the purpoſe beſt, and 
on their change of diet, from milk, to meat, may be ſome · 


times neceſſary : ; 


Three quarters of an ounce of quickſilver, 

Half a pint of ſpirits of turpentine, - 

Four ounces. of hog's-lard, | 

One pound of ſoft ſoap, 

Three ounces of common turpentine, in which the quick- 
ſilver muſt be killed, 


Inſtinct deck dogs, when the ſtomach is out of order, 
to be their own phyſician ; and it is to them we owe our 
knowledge how to relieve it. It may appear foreign to 
our preſent purpoſe; yet as it is much (if true) to the 
honour of animals in general, J muſt beg leave to add, 
what a French author tells us: — that alſo by the hippo- 


potamus, we are inſtructed how to blerd, and by the crane, 
how t to give a clyſter. 
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Mapness, thou dreadful malady; what ſhall I ſay to 
' thee! or what preſervative ſhall I find againſt thy en- 


venomed fang! Somervile, who declines writing of lefler 


ills, is not ſilent on the ſubject of this. 


« Of leſſer ills the muſe declines to ling, 


Nor ſtoops ſo low; of theſe each groom can tell 
The proper remedy.” | 


1 wiſh this worthy gentleman, to whom we have already 
been ſo much obliged, had been leſs ſparing of his in- 
ſtructions; ſince it is poſſible grooms may have all the 


knowledge he ſuppoſes them to have, and their maſters 


may ſtand in need of it. No mar} I believe, will com- 
plain of being too well informed ; nor is any knowledge 
_ unneceſſary which is likely to be put in practice the 
executive part 1s full ſufficient to truſt in a groom's hands. 
The advice Somervile gives on the ſubje& of madneſs, is 
worth your notice: 


„When Sirius reigns, and the ſun's parching beams 
Bake the dry gaping ſurface, viſit thou 

Each ev'n and morn, with quick obſervant eye, 
Thy panting pack. If in dark ſullen mood, 

The glouting hound refuſe his wonted meal, 
Retiring to ſome cloſe, obſcure retreat, 


R i Gloomy 


2 
* 


120 THOUGHTS: GN 


Gloomy, diſconſolate ; with ſpeed remove 
The poor infectious wretch, and in ſtrong chains 
Bind him ſuſpected. Thus that dire diſeaſe 


Which art can't cure, wiſe caution may prevent.“ 


Plenty of water, whey, greens, phyſic, air, and exerciſe, 
ſuch as I have before mentioned, have hitherto preſerved 
my kennel from its baneful influence; and I make no 
doubt you will alſo find their good effects. If, notwith- 
ſtanding, you ſhould at any time have reaſon to ſuſpect 
the approach of this evil, let your hounds be well obſerved 
at the time when they feed; there can be no danger whilſt 
they will eat. Should a whole pack be in the ſame pre- 
dicament, they muſt & chained up ſeparate ; and I ſhould 
be very cautious what experiment I tried to cure them; 
for I have been told by thoſe who have had madneſs in 
| their kennels, and who have drenched their hounds to 
cure it, that it was the occaſion of its breaking out a long 
time afterwards, and that it continued to do fo, as long 
as they gave them any thing to put it off, —If a few dogs 
only have been bitten, you had better hang them,—If_ 
you ſuſpect any, you had better ſeparate them from the 
reſt; and a ſhort time, if you uſe no remedy, will deter- 
mine whether they really are bitten, or not.,-Should you, 
how-- 
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however, be deſirous of trying a remedy, the following 
preſcription, I am told, is a very good one. 

Of Turbith's mineral eight grains, 

Ditto ſixteen grains, | 

Ditto thirty-two grains. 


This is to be given for three mornings ſucceſſively ; 
beginning the firſt day with eight grains, and increaſing 
it according to the above direction. The dog ſhould 
be empty when he takes it, and ſhould have been bled the 
day before. The doſe ſhould be given early in the morn- 
ing, and the dog may have ſome thin broth, or pot liquor, 
about two or three o'clock, but nothing elſe during the 
time he takes the medicine ; he ſhould alſo be kept from 
water. The beſt way to give it is in butter, and made 
up into balls, with a little flour. Care muſt be taken 


that he does not throw it up again. After the laſt day 


of the medicine, he may be fed as uſual. Various are the 


drenches and medicines which are given for this diſorder, 
and all ſaid to be infallible : this laſt, however, I prefer. 


The whole pack belonging to a gentleman in my neign- 


bourhood was bitten; and he aſſures me, he never knew 


an inſtance of a dog who went. mad, that had taken this 


medicine, -The caution I have recommended to you, I 


R 2 flatter 


+, 


122 THOUGHTS ON 


flatter myſelf will preſerve you from this dreadful malady, 
for which I know not how to recommend a remedy, 
Several years ago J had a game-keeper much bitten in 
the fleſhy part of his thigh; a horſe, that was bitten at 
the ſame time, died raving mad; the man was cured by 
Sir George Cob's medicine.—I have heard the Ormſkirk 
medicine is alſo very good. I have given it to ſeveral 
people in my neighbourhood, and, I believe, with ſucceſs; 
at leaſt, I have not, as yet, heard any thing to the con- 
trary.—Though I mention theſe as the two moſt favourite 
remedies, I recommend neither, Somervile's advice, 
which I have already given, is what I recommend to 


you—if properly attended to, it will prevent the want of 
any remedy. oO 


P.S$. A Treatiſe on canine madneſs, written by Dr. 
James, is well worth your reading. You will find, that 
he preſcribes the ſame remedy for the cure of madneſs in 
dogs, as I have mentioned here, but in different quan- 
tities. 1 have however taken the liberty of recommending 
the quantities above-mentioned, as they have been known 
to ſucceed in my neighbourhood, and as the efficacy of 
them has been very frequently proved. 
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TE variety of queſtions which you are pleaſed 
to aſk concerning the huntſman, will be better anſwered, 

I think, when we are on the ſubject of hunting. In the 
mean time, I will endeavour to deſcribe what a good 
huntſman ſhould be. He ſhould be young, ſtrong, and 

active, bold and enterpriſing; fond of the diverſion, and 
indefatigable in the purſuit of it; he ſhould be ſenſible 
and good tempered ; he ought alſo to be ſober ; he ſhould 
be exact, civil, and cleanly ; he ſhould be a good horſe- 


man, and a good groom ; his voice ſhould be ſtrong 


and clear, and he ſhould have an eye ſo quick, as to per- 
ceive which of his hounds carries the ſcent, when all are 
running; and ſhould have ſo excellent an ear, as always 
to diſtinguiſh the foremoſt hounds, when he does not 
ſee them, He ſhould be quiet, patient, and without 
conceit. Such are the excellencies which conſtitute a 
good huntſman: He ſhould not, however, be too fond 
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of diſplaying them, till neceſſity calls them forth. He 
ſhould let his hounds alone, whilſt they can hunt, and 
he ſhould have genius to aſſiſt them, ohen they cannot. 


Wir regard to the whipper-in, as you keep two of them, 
(and no pack of fox-hounds is complete, without) the 
firſt may be conſidered as a ſecond huntſman, and ſhould 
have nearly the ſame good qualities. It is neceſſary be- 
ſides, that he ſhould be attentive and obedient to the 
huntſman; and as his horſe will probably have moſt to 
do, the lighter he is, the better; but if he is a good 
horſeman, it will ſufficiently overballance ſuch an ob- 
jection.—He muſt not be conceited.— I had one for- 
merly, who, inſtead of ſtopping hounds as he ought, 
would try to kill a fox by himſelf. This fault is un- 
pardonable ;—he ſhould always maintain to the huntſ- 
man's halloo, and ſtop ſuch hounds as divide from it. 
When ſtopped, he ſhould get forward with them after 
the huntſman. 1 


He muſt always be contented to act an under part, 
except when circumſtances may require that he ſhould act 
otherwiſe; and the moment they ceaſe, he muſt not fail 


0 


. 1 ht 


HUNTING 125 


to reſume his former ſtation.— Tou have heard me ſay, 


that where there is much riot, J prefer an excellent whip- 
per- in to an excellent huntſman.— The opinion, I believe, 
is new ;—I muſt therefore endeavour to explain it. My 
meaning is this: that I think I ſhould have better ſport, 


and kill more foxes with a moderate huntſman, and an 


excellent whipper-in, than with the beſt of huntſmen, 
without ſuch an aſſiſtant. You will ſay, perhaps, that a 
good huntſman will make a good whipper-in not ſuch 
a one as I mean z—his talent muſt be born with him. 
My reaſons are, that good hounds, (and I would not keep 
bad ones) ſtand oftener in need of the one, than the 
other; and genius, which in a whipper-in, if attended 
by obedience, his firſt requiſite, can do no hurt; in a 
huntſman, is a dangerous, though deſirable quality; and 
if not accompanied with a large ſhare of prudence, and I 
may fay humility, will often ſpoil your ſport, and hurt 


your hounds. A gentleman told me, he heard the famous 


Will Dean, when his hounds were running hard in a line 
with Daventry, from whence they were at that time many 
miles diſtant, ſwear exceedingly at the whipper-in, ſay- 


ing, What buſineſs have you here?“ the man was amazed 
at the queſtion, © why don't you know,” ſaid he, © and be 
| cc Jed 
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« J—d to you, that the great earth at Daventry is open? 
The man got forward, and reached the earth juſt time 
enough to ſee the fox go in. If therefore whippers-in 
are at liberty to a& as they ſhall think right, they are 
much leſs confined, than the huntſman himſelf, who muſt ; 
follow his hounds; and conſequently they have greater 


ſcope to exert their genius, if they have any. | 


I had a diſpute with an old ſportſman of my acquaint- 
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ance, who contended, that the whipper-in ſhould always 
attend the huntſman, to obey his orders ; (a ſtable-boy, 
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in that caſe, would make as good a whipper-in, as the beſt:) 
but this is ſo far from being the caſe, that he ſhould 
be always on the oppoſite ſide of the cover from him, or 
I am much miſtaken in my opinion : if within hearing of 
his halloo, he is near enough; for that is the hunting 
fignal he is to obey.— The ſtation of the ſecond whipper-in 
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may be near the huntſman, for which reaſon any boy E 
that can halloo, and make a whip ſinack, may anſwer the | 
purpoſe. | 


' Your firſt whipper-in being able to hunt the hounds 
occaſionally, will anſwer another good purpoſe ;—it will 
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keep your huntſman in order.— They are very apt to be 


impertinent, when they think you cannot do without 
them. 


7 


= Ar going from the kennel, the place of the firſt whip- 


per- in is before the hounds ; that of the ſecond whipper-in 
ſhould be ſome diſtance behind them; if not, I fear they 
will not be ſuffered even to empty themſelves, let their wants 
be ever ſo great; for as ſoon as a boy is made a whipper-in, 
he fancies, he is to whip the hounds whenever he can get 
at them, whether e deſerve it, or not. 


"8 


1 nave always chought a huntſmay a e man: his 
office is pleaſing, and at the ſame time flattering; we pay 
him for that which diverts him, and he is enriched by 
his greateſt- pleaſure; nor is a General, after a victory, 


more proud, than is a huntſman who returns with his 
fox's head. | 


b TI nave heard that a certain Duke, who allowed no vails 
. to his ſervants, aſked his huntſman, what he generally 
made of his field money, and gave him what he aſked, 
inſtead of it: This went on very well for ſome time, till 


8 at 
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at laſt the huntſman deſired an audience. Your Grace, 


« ſaid he, is very generous, and gives me more than ever 


ce I got from field- money in my life; yet I come to beg a 
<« favour of your Grace :—That you would let me take 


ce field-money again; for I have not half the pleaſure 
« now in killing a fox, that I had before. 


As you aſk my opinion of ſcent, T think I had better 
give it you before we begin on the ſubject of hunting. 1 
muſt, at the ſame time, take the liberty of telling you, 
that you have puzzled me exceedingly ; ; for ſcent is, I 
believe, what we ſportſmen know leaſt about; ; and, to 
uſe the words of a great claſſic writer; 


Hoc fun contentus, * etiam fi quo quidgue fat i 7 gnorem L 


guid fiat ene de div. 


SOMERVILE, who, as I have before obſerved, is the only 
one] know of, who has thrown any light on the ſubje& 


of hunting, ſays, I think, but little about ſcent; I ſend 


you his words ; I ſhall afterwards add a few of my own, 


Should 


SY 
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tc Should ſome more curious ſportſmen here inquire, 
Whence this ſagacity, this wond'rous power 
Of tracing ſtep by ſtep, or man, or brute ? 
What guide invincible points out their way, | 
O'er the dark marſh, bleak hill, and ſandy plain ? 
The courteous muſe ſhall the dark cauſe reveal. 
The blood that from the heart inceſſant rolls 
In many a crimſon tide, then here, and there 
In ſmaller rills diſparted, as it flows 
Propell'd, the ſerous particles evade, 
Thro' th' open pores, and with the ambient air 
Entangling mix, as fuming vapours riſe, 
And hang upon the gently purling brook, 
There by the incumbent atmoſphere compreſs'd 
The panting chace grows warmer as he flies, 
And thro the net-work of the ſkin perſpires ; 
Leaves a'long—fteaming—trail behind; which by 
| The cooler air condens'd remains, . unleſs 
By ſome rude ſtorm diſpers'd, or rarify'd 
By the meridian ſun's intenſer heat, 
To every ſhrub the warm effluvia cling, 
Hang'on the graſs, impregnate earth and ſkies, 
With noſtrils opening wide, o'er hill, o'er dale, 
The vig'rous hounds purſue, with ev'ry breath 
Inhale the grateful ſteam, quick pleaſures ſting 
Their tingling nerves, while they their thanks repay, 
And in triumphant melody confeſs 
The titillating joy. Thus on the air 
Depends the hunters hopes.” 
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I cannorT agree with Mr. Somervile, in thinking ſcent 
depends on the air only. It depends alſo on the ſoil. 
Without doubt, the beſt ſcent is that, which is occaſioned 
by the efluvia, as he calls it, or particles of ſcent, which 
are conſtantly perſpiring from the game, as it runs, and 
are ſtrongeſt and moſt favourable to the hound, when 
kept, by the gravity of the air, to the height of his breaſt; 
for then, it neither is above his reach, nor is it neceſſary 
he ſhould ſtoop for it. At ſuch times, ſcent is ſaid to lie 
breaſt high. Experience tells us, that difference of ſoil, 
occaſions difference of ſcent - and on the richneſs of ſoil 
and the moderate moiſture af it, does ſcent alſo depend, 


I think, as well as on the air. At the time leaves be- 


gin to fall, and before they are rotted, we know that 
the ſcent lies ill in cover. This alone would he a ſuffi- 
cient proof, that ſcent does not depend on the air only. 
A difference of ſcent is alſo occafioned by difference of 
motion; the faſter the game goes, the leſs ſcent it leaves. 
When game has been ridden after, and hurried on by 
imprudent ſportſmen, or has been courſed by ſheep dogs, 
the ſcent is leſs favourable to hounds; one reaſon of 


which may be, that the particles of ſcent are then more 


diſſipated. 
| 1 BELIEVE 
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- I BELIEVE it is very difficult to aſcertain what ſcent ex- 
actly is; I have known it alter very often in the ſame 
day; I believe, however, it depends chiefly on two things, 
cc the condition the ground is in, and the temperature of the air * 
both of which, I apprehend, ſhould be moiſt, without 
being wet: when both are in this condition, the ſcent is 
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then perfect; and vice verſi, when the ground is hard, 
and the air dry, there ſeldom will be any ſcent. it ſcarce 
ever lies with a north, or an eaſt wind; a ſoutherly wind 
without rain, and a weſterly wind that is not too rough, 
are the moſt fayourable,—Storms in the air are great 
enemies to ſcent, and ſeldom fail to take it entirely away. 
A fine ſun ſhiny day, is not often a good hunting day; 
but what the French call, jour des dames, warm without ſun, 
is generally a perfect one: there are not many ſuch in a 


| : whole ſeaſon. —In ſome fogs, I have known the ſcent lie 
: high; in others, not at all; depending, I believe, on the 


quarter the wind is then in,—I have known it lie very 
high in a miſt, when not too wet; but if the wet hangs 
B much on the boughs and buſhes, it falls on the ſcent, 
and deadens it. When the dogs roll, the ſcent, I have 
frequently obſerved ſeldom lies; for what reaſon, I know 
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not; but, with permiſſion, if they ſmell ſtrong, when 
they firſt come out of the kennel, the proverb is in their 
favour ; and that ſmell is a prognoſtic of good luck;— 
When the cobwebs hang to the buſhes, there is ſeldom 
much ſcent.—During a white froſt the ſcent lies high; 
as it alſo does when the froſt is quite gone: there is a time, 
juſt as it is going off, when it never lies: it is a critical 
minute for hounds, in which their game is frequently loſt. 
In a great dew the ſcent is the ſame. In heathy countries, 
where the game bruſhes as it goes along, ſcent ſeldom 
fails. Where the ground carries, the ſcent is bad for a 
very evident reaſon, which hare-hunters, who purſue their 
game over greaſy fallows, and through dirty roads, have 
great cauſe to complain of A wet night frequently 
produces good chaces ; as then, the game never like to 
run the cover, or the roads. It has been often remarked, 
that ſcent lies beſt in the richeſt ſoils ; and countries which 
are favourable to horſes, are ſeldom ſo to hounds. I have 
alſo obſerved, that In ſome particular places, ſcent never 
lies. 


Nxvxn take out your hounds on a very windy,or bad day. 


« Theſe 


Nee 


_ 


HUNT. I N G. 133 


ce Theſe inauſpicious days, on other cares 
Employ thy precious hours; th' improving friend 
With open arms embrace, and from his lips 
Glean ſcience, ſeaſon'd with good-natur'd wit; 
But if th' inclement ſkies, and angry Jove, 
Forbid the pleaſing intercourſe, thy books 

Invite thy ready hand, each ſacred page 

Rich with the wiſe remarks of heroes old.” 


Taz ſentiments of Mr. Somervile always do him honour, 
but on no occaſion, more than on this. 

Ix reading over my letter, I find I have uſed the word 
nell, in a ſenſe that perhaps you will eriticize A gen- 
tleman, who, I ſuppoſe, was not the ſweeteſt in the world, 
fitting in the front boxes at the playhouſe, on a crowded 


night, his neighbour very familiarly told him, he ſmelt 


ſtrong ;—<© No, Sir,” replied he, with infinite good hu- 
mour,—it is you that /mell—I fink, 
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Thought 1 had been writing all this time to a fox- 
hunter; and hitherto my letters have had no other object. 
I now receive a letter from you, full of queſtions about 


hare-hunting; to all of which you expect an anſwer. I 
muſt tell you, at the ſame time, that though I kept har- 


riers many years, it was not my intention, if you had not 
aſked it, to have written, on the ſubject. By inclination, 
I was never a hare-hunter ;_ I followed this diverſion more 


for air, and exerciſe, than for amuſement ; and if I could 


have perſuaded myſelf to ride on the turnpike road to 
the three-mile ſtone, and back again, I ſhould have 
thought I had had no need of a pack of harriers,—Ex- 
cuſe me, brother hare--hunters! I mean not to offend 
I ſpeak only of the country where I live. The hare- 
hunting there, is ſo bad, that, did you know 1 it, your won- 
der would be, how I could have perſevered in it ſo long, 
not that I ſhould forſake it now, I rgſpe& hunting in 
what- 


ü @: ws 


whatever ſhape it appears; it is a manly, and a wholeſome 


exerciſe, and ſeems, by nature, deſigned to be the amuſe- 
ment of a Briton. 


You aſk, how many hounds a pack of harriers ſhould 
conſiſt of? and what kind of hound is beſt ſuited to that 


_ diverſion ? You ſhould never, I think, exceed twenty 
couple in the field ; it might be difficult to get a greater 
number to run well together, and a pack of harriers can- 
not be complete if they do not : beſides, the fewer hounds 
you have, the leſs you foil the ground, which you other- 
wiſe would find a great hindrance to your hunting. Vour 
other queſtion is not eaſily anſwered; the hounds, I think, 
moſt likely to ſhow you ſport, are between the large flow 
hunting harrier, and the little fox beagle ; one is too dull, 
too heavy, and too flow; the other, too lively, too light, 
and too fleet. The firſt, it is true, have moſt excellent 
noſes, and I make nv doubt will kill their game at laſt, if 
the day be long enough ; but, you know, they are ſhort 
in winter, and it is bad hunting in the dark. The others, 
on the contrary, fling and daſh, and are all alive; but 
every cold blaſt affects them, and if your country is deep 
and wet, it is not impoſſible but ſome of them may be 


7 * drowned. 
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drowned. My hounds were a croſs of both theſe kinds, 
in which it was my endeavour to get as much bone and 


ſtrength, in as ſmall a compaſs as poſſible. It was a 


difficult undertaking. -I bred many years, and an infinity 
of hounds, before I could get what I wanted: I, at laſt, 
had the pleaſure to ſee them very handſome, ſmall, yet 
very bony ; they ran remarkably well together ; ran faſt 
enough; had all the alacrity you could deſire, and would 
hunt the coldeſt ſcent, When they were thus perfect, I 
did, as many others do] parted with them. 


IT may be neceſſary to unſay, now I am turned 
hare-hunter again, many things I have been ſaying, as 
a fox-hunter, as I hardly know any two things, of the 
ſame genus, (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) that 
differ ſo entirely. What I ſaid in a former letter, about 
the huntſman and whipper-1n, are among the number : 
as to the huntſman, I think, he ſhould not be young: 1 
ſhould moſt certainly prefer one, as the French call it, 
d'un certain age, as he is to be quiet and patient ; for pa- 
tience, he ſhould be a very Grizzle ; and the more quiet 
he 1s, the better. He ſhould have infinite perſeverance ; 
for 


n 
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for a hare ſhould never be given up, whilft it is poſſible 
to hunt her: ſhe is ſure to ſtop; and therefore may always 
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be recovered. Were it uſual to attend to the breed of 
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our huntſmen, as well as to that of our hounds, I know 


no family that would furniſh a better croſs than that of 


* 


the /ilent gentleman, the ſpectator mentions: a female of 
his line, croſſed with a knowing huntſman, would pro- 
bably produce a perfect hare- hunter. 
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The whipper-in alſo has little to do with the one, I 
before deſcribed : yet he may be like the ſecond whipper- 
in to a pack of fox-hounds; the ſtable-boy who is to 
follow the huntſman ; but I would have him {till more 
confined, for he ſhould not dare even to ſtop a hound, or 
fmack a whip, without the huntſman's order. Much 
noiſe and rattle is directly contrary to the firſt principles 
of hare-hunting, which is to be perfectly quiet, and to 
let your hqunds alone. I have ſeen few hounds ſo good 
as town packs, that have no profeſſed huntſman to 
follow them. If they have no one to help them, they 
have at the ſame time, no one to ſpoil them; which, 
believe, for this kind of hunting, is ſtill more 


T 2 material. 
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material. I ſhould, however, mention a fault I have 
obſerved, and which ſuch hounds muſt of neceſſity 


ſometimes be guilty of, that is, running back the heel. 
Hounds are naturally fond of ſcent ; if they cannot carry 
it forward, they will turn, and hunt it back again: hounds, 
that are left to themſelves, make a fault of this, and it 
is, I think, the only one they commonly have. —Though 


it is certainly beſt to let your hounds alone, and thereby 


to give as much ſcope to their natural inſtinct, as you 
can; yet, in this particular inſtance, you ſhould check 
it mildly ; for, as it is almoſt an invariable rule in all 


hunting, to make the head good, you ſhould encourage 


them to try forward firſt; which may be done without 
taking them off their noſes, or without the leaſt prejudice 
to their hunting. If trying forward ſhould not ſucceed, 
they may then be ſuffered to try back again, which you will 
find them all ready enough to do; for they are ſenſible 
| how far they brought the ſcent, and where they left it. 
The love of ſcent is natural to them, and they have infi- 
nitely more ſagacity in it, than we ought to pretend to.— 
I have no doubt, but they often think us very obſtinate, 
and. yery fooliſh, mn” e 


HakRIERS, 


BE 
_— 


5 
9 — — 


HUN T1 N S. | 139 


Hanks, to be good, like all other Norbit, muſt be 
kept to their own game. If you run fox with them, you 
ſpoil them. Hounds cannot be perfect, unleſs uſed to 
one ſcent, and one ſtile of hunting. Harriers run fox in 
ſo different a ſtile from hare, that it is of great diſſervice 
to them, when they return to hare again. It makes them 
wild, and teaches them to ſkirt.— The high ſcent, which 
a fox leaves, the ſtraitneſs of his running, the eagerneſs 
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of the purſuit, and the noiſe that generally accompanies 
it, all contribute to ſpoil a harrier. 
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I nope, you agree with me, that it is a fault in a 
pack of harriers to go too faſt; for a hare is a little 
timorous animal, that we cannot help feeling ſome com- 
paſſion for, at the very time when we are purſuing her de- 
ſtruction: we ſhould give ſcope to all her little tricks, nor 

kill her foully, and over-matched. Inſtinct inſtructs her 
to make a good defence, when not unfairly treated; and 
I will venture to ſay, that, as far as her, own ſafety is con- 
cerned, ſhe has more cunning than the fox, and makes 
many ſhifts to ſave her life, far beyond all his artifice, 
Without doubt, you have often heard of hares, who, from 
the miraculous eſcapes they have made, have been thought 


witches; 
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witches; but, I believe, you never heard of a fox that 


hours perhaps, before you find. It is more material, I 


is diſagreeable. Whoever does not mind this, had better 
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had cunning enough to be thought a wizzard. = 


Tuxv, who like to riſe early, have amuſement in ſeeing 
the hare trailed to her form; it is of great ſervice to 
hounds; it alſo ſhews their goodneſs to the huntſman, 
more than any other hunting, as it diſcovers to him thoſe 
who have the moſt tender noſes. Burt, I confeſs, I ſel- 
dom thought it worth while to leave my bed a moment 
ſooner on that account. 'I always thought hare-hunting 
ſhould be taken as a ride after breakfaſt, to get us an 
appetite to our dinner. If you make a ſerious buſineſs 
of it, 1 think you ſpoil it. Hare-finders, in this caſe, 
are neceſſary: it is agreeable to know where to go im- 
mediately for your diverſion, and not beat about for 


think, with regard to the ſecond hare than the firſt: for 
if you are warmed with your gallop, the waiting long in 
the cold afterwards, is, I believe, as unwholeſome, as it 


let his hounds find their own game; they will certainly 
hunt it with more ſpirit afterwards, and he will have 
a pleaſure himſelf in expectation, which no certainty can 

ever 
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erer give. Hare - finders make hounds idle; they alſo 
make them wild, Mine knew the men, as well as I did 
myſelf; could ſee them almoſt as far; and would run, 
full cry, to meet them. Hare-finders are of one great 
uſe; they hinder your hounds from chopping hares, which 
they otherwiſe. could not fail to do, I had in my pack 
one hound in particular, that was famous for it ; he would 
challenge on a trail yery late at noon, and had as good a 
knack at chopping a, hare afterwards; he was one that 
hked to go the ſhorteſt way to work, nor did he chooſe to 
take more trouble than was neceſſary.— Is it not wonder- 
ful that the trail of a hare ſhould lie after ſo many hours, 
when the ſcent of her dies away ſo ſoon ? a 
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Haxks are ſaid, (I know not with what truth) to fore- 
ſee a change of weather, and to ſeat themſelves accord- 
ingly. This is however certain, that they are ſeldom 
found in places much expoſed to the wind. In incloſures, 
[ think, they more frequently are found near to a hedge, 
than in the middle of a field. They; who make a pro- 
feſſion of hare: finding, (and a very advantageous one it is, 
in ſome countries) are directed by the wind where to look 
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for their game. With good eyes and nice obſervation; 
they ate enabled to find them, in any Weather. | Vou may 
make forms, and hares will ſit in them. I have heard 
it is a common practice with ory on the Wilt- 
ſhire downs; and by making them on the fide of hills, 
they can tell at a diſtance off, whether there are bares 
in them, or not. Without doubt, people frequently 


do not find hares, from not knowing them in their 


forms. A gentleman, courſing with his friends, was 


ſhewn a hare that was found ſitting 1s: that. a bare ?” 
he cried,—“ then, by Fove, I. found two this morning, as we 


© rode along.” 


Trovcn the talent of hare-finding is certainly of uſe, 
and the money collected for it, when given to ſhepherds, 
is money well beſtowed by a ſportſman, as it tends to the 
preſervation of his game; yet I think, when it is indiſ- 
criminately given hare-finders -often are too well paid. 
I have known them frequently get more than a guinea 
for a. ſingle hare. I myſelf have paid five ſhillings in a 


morning, for hares found fitting. - To make our compa- 


nions pay dearly for their diverſion, and oftentimes ſo 
much 


— 
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much more than it is worth. To take from the pockets 
of men who oftentimes can ill afford it, as much as would 


pay for a good dinner afterwards, is, in my opinion, a 
very ungenerous cuſtom; and this conſideration induced 
me to collect but once, with my own hounds, for the 


hare-finders. The money was afterwards divided amongſt 


them, and if they had leſs than half a crown each, 1 
myſelf ſupplied the deficiency.— An old miſer, who had 


paid his ſhilling, complained bitterly of it afterwards, and 


ſaid, © be had een made to pay a foilling for . 
«of port.“ 


| When the game is found, you cannot be too quiet : | 


The hare is an animal ſo very timorous, that ſhe is fre- 
quently headed back, and your dogs: are liable to over- 
run the ſcent, at every inſtant : It is beſt, therefore, to 


keep a conſiderable way behind them, that they may have 
room to turn, as ſoon as they perceive they have loft the 


ſcent; and, if treated in this manner, they will ſeldom 
over-run it much. Your | hounds, through the whole 
chace, ſhould be left almoſt entirely to ' themſelves, nor 


U they 
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they. ſhould hunt through thoſe doubles; nor is a hare 


hunted fairly, when hunted otherwiſe — They ſhould 
follow her every ſtep ſhe takes, as well over greaſy fallows, 


as through large flocks of ſheep; nor 'ſhould- they ever 
be caſt, but when nothing can be done without it. I 
know a gentleman, a pleaſant ſportſman, but a very ir- 


regular hare-hunter, who does not exactly follow the 
method here laid down; as his method is very extraordi- 


nary, I vill relate it to you. His hounds are large and 


fleet; they have at times hunted every thing ; red deer, 
fallow deer, fox, and hare; and muſt in their nature have 


been moſt excellent; ſince, notwithftanding the variety 


of their game, they are ſtill good. When a hare is found 


ſitting, he ſeldom fails to give his hounds a view; and 
as they all halloo, and make what noiſe they can, ſhe is 
half frightened to death immediately. This done, he 


then ſends his whipper- in, to ride after her, with particular 


directions not to let her get out of his ſight; and he has 
ee dee that this is the only proper uſe of a whipper- 


Pe 7 they come to a piece of fallow, or a flock of ſheep, 


wi hounds are not ſuffered to hunt any longer, but are 
appel and hallooed as near to the hare as poſſible; by 


this 
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this time the poor devil is near her end, which the next 
view generally finiſhes ; the ſtrongeſt hare, in this man- 
ner, ſeldom ſtanding twenty minutes; but my friend ſays, 
a hare is good eating, and he therefore thinks he cannot 
kill too many of them. By what Martial abies I ſuppoſe 
he was wt the ſame opinion,— — 


* Inter quadrupedes gloria 8. lepus.” 


- 


id an por to the eating of. them. * muſt tell you, that 
in the Encyclopedie, a book of univerſal knowledge, 
where, of courſe, I expected to find ſomething on hunt- 
ing, which might be of ſervice to you, as a ſportſman, 
to know, I found the following advice, about the dreſſing 
of a hare, which may be of uſe to your cook; and the 
regard T have for your health will not ſuffer me to conceal 


c provinces du royaume, en Gaſcogne et en Languedoc, 
e par exemple, avec une ſauce compoſes de vinaigre et 


oy © lements, mais qui eſt ſurtout abominable pour tous ceux 

« qui #'y ſout pas accoutumss.” Tou, without doubt, 
therefore, will think yourſelf obliged to the authors of 
the Encyclopedie for their kind and friendly information. 


U 2 Havixe 


it from you.—* On mange le levraut roti dans quelques 


de ſucre, qui eff mauvaiſe, malſaine en oi eſſentiel 
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 Havine heard of a ſmall pack of beagles to be diſ- 
poſed of in Derbyſhire, 1 ſent my coachman, the perſon 
whom I could at that time beſt ſpare, to fetch them. It 
was a long journey, and not having been uſed to hounds, 
he had ſome trouble in getting them along; alſo, as ill 
luck would have it, they had not been out of the kennel 
for many weeks before, and were ſo riotous, that they run 
after every thing they ſaw; ſheep, cur-dogs, and birds 
of all ſorts, as well as hares and deer, I found had been 
his amuſement, all the way along: however, he loſt but 
one of the hounds by the way; and when I aſked him what 
he thought of them, he ſaid—< they could not fail of 
« being good hounds, for they would hunt, any thing.” 


In your anſwer to my laſt letter, you aſk, of what ſer- 
vice it can be to a huntſman to be a good groom, and 
Whether I think he will hunt hounds the better for it.— 
I wonder you did not rather aſk why he ſhould be cleanly ? 
I ſhould be more at a loſs how to anſwer you. My 
huntſman has always the care of his own horſes; I never 
yet knew one, who did not think himſelf capable of it; it 
is for that reaſon I wiſh him to be a good groom. 


Tou 


AUD NT IN 1 


You ſay, you cannot ſee how a huntſman of genius 
can ſpoil your ſport, or hurt your hounds 2—!] will tell 
you how :—by too much foul play he frequently will catch | 
a fox before he is half tired; - and by lifting his hounds 
too much, he will teach them to ſhuffle,——An improper 
uſe of the one, may ſpoil your ſport ; too frequent uſe of 
the other muſt hurt your hounds. | 
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Tis, already obſerved, that a trail in the morning is 
of great ſervice to hounds, and that to be perfect they 
ſhould always find their own game; for the method of 
hare- finding, though more convenient, will occaſion ſome 
vices in them, which it will be impoſſible to correct. 


Mr. SoukRvILE's authority ſtrengthens my obſervation, 
that when a hare is found, all ſhould be quiet; nor ſhould 
you ride near your hounds, till they are well ſettled to 
the ſcent. | 


« let all be huſh'd, 
No clamour loud, no frantic joy be heard ; 
Leſt the wild hound run gadding o'er the plain 
Untractable, nor hear thy chiding voice.” 


Tux natural eagerneſs of the hounds will, at ſuch a 
time as this, frequently carry even the beſt of them, wide 
of the ſcent, which too much encouragement, or preſſing 
too cloſe upon them, may continue beyond all poſſibility 


of 


_ = 
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of recovery; this ſhould. be always guarded againſt, — 
After a little while, you have leſs to fear.—You may then 
approach them nearer, and encourage them more ; leav- 
ing, however, at all times, ſufficient room for them to 
turn, ſhould they over- run the ſcent. On high roads, and 
dry paths, be always doubtful of the ſcent, nor give them 


much encouragement; but when a hit is made on either 


ſide, you may halloo as much as you pleaſe, nor can 
you, then encourage your hounds too much, A hare 
generally deſcribes a circle as ſhe runs; larger or leſs, 
according to her ſtrength, and the openneſs of the coun- 
y. In incloſures, and where there is much cover, the 
circle is for the moſt part ſo ſmall, that it is a conſtant 
puzzle to the hounds. ae have a Gordian knot, in 
that caſe, ever to unlooſe; and though it may afford 
matter of ſpeculation to the philoſopher, it is always con- 
trary to the wiſhes of the ſportſman.— Such was the coun- 


try J hunted in for many years. 


« Huntſman ! her gait obſerve : if in wide rings 
| She wheel her mazy way, in the ſame round 


- Perſiſting ſtill, ſhe'll foil the beaten track. 


hut if ſhe fly, and with the fav ring 1 
375 Urge her bold courſe, leſs intricate thy talk :. 


' Puſh on thy pack.“ | owrny, : 


Beſides 
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Beſides running the foil, they frequently make doubles, 
which is going forward, to tread the ſame ſteps back 


again, on purpoſe to confuſe their purſuers; and the ſame 


manner in which they make the firſt double, they gene- 
rally continue, whether long or ſhort. This information, 
therefore, if properly attended to by the huntſman, may 
alſo be of uſe to him in his caſts. 


Wren they make their double on a high road, or 
dry path, and then leave it with a ſpring, it is often the 
occaſion of a long fault: the ſpring, which a hare makes 
on theſe occaſions, is hardly to be credited, any more, 
than is her ingenuity in making it; both are wonderful ! 

Gl 22 er cavillers deny 
That brutes have reaſon; ſure tis ſomething more: 


Tis heav'n directs, and ſtratagems inſpire, 
Beyond the ſhort extent of human thought.“ 


Souxkv. 


She frequently, after running a path a conſiderable way, 
will make a double, and then ſtop till the hounds have 
paſt her; ſhe will then ſteal away as ſecretly as ſhe can, 
and return the ſame way ſhe came. This is the greateſt 
of all trials for hounds. It is ſo hot a foil, that in the 
beſt packs there are not many hounds that can hunt it; 


you 
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you muſt follow thoſe hounds that can, and try to hit her 


off where ſhe breaks her foil, which in all probability 


ſhe will ſoon. do, as ſhe now flatters herſelf ſhe is ſecure.— 
When the ſcent lies bad in cover, ſhe will ſometimes hunt 
the hounds.— 


"gras ——————The covert's utmoſt bound 
Slily ſhe ſkirts ; behind them cautious creeps, 
And in that very track, ſo lately ſtain'd 
By all the ſteaming un ſeems to purſue 
The foe ſhe flies. 


Som. | 


* - un 
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When the bounds are at a Fal make your huntſman | 


ſtand ſtil], nor ſuffer him to move his horſe one way or 
the other : hounds lean naturally towards the ſcent, and 
if he does not ſay a word to them, will ſoon recover it. 


If you ſpeak to a hound at ſuch a time, calling him by 


his name, which is too much the practice, he ſeldom 
fails to look up in your face, as much as to ſay, what thy 
dence do you want ?—when he ſtoops to tho ſcent again, is 
it not probable he means to ſay, you foel y you, let me alone. 
, 925 your Wal are at fault, let not a be thid: 
let ſuch as follow them ignorantly and unworthily, ſtand 
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all aloof—Procul, O procul eſte profani ! for whilſt ſuch are 
chattering, not a hound will hunt. A propos, Sir, a poli- 
tician will ſay, What news from America: A propos, Do 
you think both the Admirals will be tried? Or, a propos, 
— Did you hear what has happened to my grand-mother ? 
Such queſtions are, at ſuch a time, extremely troubleſome, 
and very mal-a- propos. Amongſt the antients, it was 
reckoned an ill omen to ſpeak in hunting—T wiſh it were 
thought ſo now. Hoc age, ſhould be one of the firſt maxims 
in hunting, as in life; and I can aſſure you, when I am 
in the field, I never wiſh to hear any other tongue than 
that of a hound. A neighbour of mine was ſo truly a 
| hare-hunter in this particular, that he would not ſuffer 
any body to ſpeak a word when his hounds were at a fault: 
A gentleman happened to cough, he rode up to him 
immediately, and ſaid, „I wiſh, Sir, with all my heart, 
your cough was better.“ | 


In a good day, good hounds ſeldom give up the ſcent 
at head ; if they do, there is generally an obvious reaſon 
for it: this obſervation a huntſman ſhould always make; 
it will direct his caſt. If he is a good one, he will be at- 
tentive, as he goes, not only to his hounds, nicely ob- 


ſerving 
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_ ſerving which have the lead, and the degree of ſcent they 
carry, but alſo to the various circumſtances that are con- 


tinually happening from change of weather, and difference 
of ground, He will alſo be mindful of the diſtance 
which the hare keeps before the hounds, and of her for- 
mer doubles, and he will remark what point ſhe makes 


to. All theſe obſervations will be of uſe, ſhould a long 


fault make his aſliſtance neceſſary ; and if the hate has 
headed back, he will carefully obſerve, whether ſhe met 


any thing in her courſe to turn her, or turned of her own 


accord. When he caſts his hounds, let him begin, by 


making a ſmall circle; if that will not do, then let him 


try a larger; he afterwards may be at liberty to perſevere 


in any caſt he may judge moſt likely.— As a hare ge- 
nerally reviſits her old haunts, and returns to the place 
where ſhe was firſt found, if the ſcent is quite gone, and 
the hounds can no longer hunt, hat is as likely a caſt as 
any to recover her. | 


Let him remember this in all 
his caſts, that the hounds are not to follow his horſes 
heels, nor are they to carry their heads high, and noſes 
in the air.—At theſe times they muſt try for the ſcent, or 
they will never find it, and he is either to make his 
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caſt ſlow, or quick, as he perceives his hounds try, and as 
the ſcent is either good or bad. 


G1ve particular directions to your huntſman to prevent 
his hounds, as much as he can, from chopping hares. 
Huntſmen like to get blood at any rate; and when hounds 
are uſed to it, it would ſurpriſe you to ſee how atten- 
tive they are to find opportunities. A hare muſt be 
very wild, or very nimble to eſcape them. I remember, 
in a furzy country, that my hounds chopped three hares 
in one morning; for it is the nature of thoſe animals 
either to leap up before the hounds come near them, and 
feal away, as it is called; or elſe to lie cloſe, till they 
put their very noſes upon them. Hedges, alſo, are 
very dangerous; if the huntſman beats the hedge himſelf, 
which is the uſual practice, the hounds are always upon 
the watch, and a hare muſt have good luck to eſcape them 
all. The beſt way to prevent it, is to have the hedge 
well beaten at ſome diſtance before the hounds. 


Has ſeldom run ſo well, as when they do not 
know where they are. They run well in a fog, and ge- 


nerally 


_ 
. 


1 
1 
= 


nerally take a good country, If they ſet off down the 
wind, they ſeldom return ; you then cannot puſh on your 
hounds too much.. When the game 1s ſinking, you will 
| perceive your old hounds get forward; they then, will 

run at hEad. 

« Happy the man, who with unrivall'd ſpeed 
Can paſs his fellows, and with pleaſure view 

T he ſtruggling pack ; how in the rapid courſe 

Alternate they preſide, and joſtling puſh 

To guide the dubious ſcent; how giddy youth 

Oft babbling errs, by wiſer age reprov d; 

How, niggard of his ſtrength, the wiſe old hound 

Hangs in the rear, till ſome important point 

Rouſe all his diligence, or till the chace 
Sinking he finds ; then to the head he ſprings, 


With thirſt of glory fir'd, and wins the prize,” 
: SOM, 


Keep no babblers; for though the reſt of the pack ſoon 
find them out, and do not mind them, yet it is unpleaſant 


to hear their noiſe ; nor are ſuch fit companions for the 
reſt. 


Tnovon the Spectator makes us laugh at the oddity of 
his friend, Sir Roger, for returning a hound, which he 
| ſaid was an excellent baſs, becauſe he wanted a counter- 


tenor; 
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tenor; yet I am of opinion, that if we attended more to 
the variety of the notes. frequently to be met with in 


the tongues of hounds, it might greatly add to the har- | 


mony of the pack. I do not know that a complete con- 


cert could be attained, but it would be eaſy to prevent 
diſcordant ſounds. 


KEEP no hound that runs falſe: the loſs of one hare is 
more than ſuch a dog is worth. 


I THINK it is but reaſonable to give your hounds a hare 


ſometimes : I always gave mine the laſt they killed, if L 


thought they deſerved her. 


Ir is too much the cuſtom, firſt, to ride over a dog, 
and then cry ware hor/ſe.—Take care not to ride over your 
hounds : I have known many a good dog ſpoiled by it: 


in open ground ſpeak to them firſt ; you may afterwards 


ride over them, if you pleaſe ; but in roads and paths 
they frequently cannot get out of your way; it ſurely 
then 1s your buſineſs, either to ſtop your horfe, or break 
the way for them, and the not doing it, give me leave 
to ſay, is abſurd and cruel; nor can that man be called 


a good 


* r . .. ᷣͤ CT 24 <a — <= Ix" 8 2 — v. 8 5 > 8 : 
Mn SR inns. — 7 P 8 b . 
£6 wa OE -. Zena: n c * : ang ro q tap Bo TOTES : ; are; * 95 

ol - - « 4 4 £ 8 Pe 1 2 


G. 


* 


2 
2 
2 
8 
— 


Tov aſk how my warren hares are caught ?—it ſhall be 


ſport.—Indeed, good ſportſmen ſeldom ride on the line 
the ſubject of my next letter. 


a good ſportſman, who thus wantonly deſtroys his own 
of the tail hounds, 
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Y OU wiſh to know how my warren hares are caught ? 
they are caught in traps, not unlike the common rat-traps, 
I leave mine always at the muſes, but they are /e/ only, 
when hares are wanted: the hares, by thus conſtantly 
going through them, have no miſtruſt, and are eaſily 
caught. Theſe traps ſhould be made of old wood, and 
even then, it will be ſome time before they will venture 
through them. Other muſes muſt be alſo left open, 
leaſt a diſtaſte ſhould make them forſake the place. To 
my warren, I have about twenty of theſe traps ; though, 
as the ſtock of hares is great, I ſeldom have occaſion to 
ſet more than five or ſix, and ſcarcely ever fail of catching 
as many hares. The warren is paled in, but I found it 
neceſſary, to make the muſes of brick ; that is, where the 
traps are placed. Should you at any time, wiſh to make 
a hare-warren, it will be neceſſary for you to ſee one firſt, 
and examine the traps, boxes, and ſtoppers, to all which, 

| le be there 
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there are particularities, not eaſy to be deſcribed. Should 
you find the hares, towards the end of the ſeaſon, ſny of 
the traps, from having been often caught, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to drive them in with ſpaniels. Should this be 
the caſe, you will find them very thick round the warren; 
for the warren- hares will be unwilling to leave it, and, 
when diſturbed by dogs, will immediately go in. 
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Ir you turn them out before greyhounds, you cannot 

I give them too much law; if before hounds, you cannot 
| give them too little : for reaſons which I will give you 
| 3 | preſently. Tho' hares, as I told you before, never run 
q ſo well before hounds, as when they do not know where 

= they are; yet before greyhounds it 1s the reverſe ; and 
F | your trap-hares, to run well, ſhould always be turned 
Y out within their knowledge: They are naturally timid, 
| and are eaſily diſheartened, when they have no point to 

make to, for ſafety. 


HB Ir you turn out any before your hounds, (which, if it 
. is not your wiſh, I ſhall by no means recommend, ) don't 
give them much time, but lay on your hounds as ſoon as 


= they are out of view: if you do not, they will very likely 
DE oy ſtop, 
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ſtop, which 1s often fatal. Views are at all times to be 
avoided, but particularly with trap-hares; for, as theſe 
know not where they are, the hounds have too great an 
advantage over them.—lt 1s beſt to turn them down the 
wind; they hear the hounds better, and ſeldom turn a- 
gain. —Hounds for this buſineſs, ſnould not be too fleet. 

—Theſe hares, run ſtraight and make no doubles; they 
leave a ſtrong ſcent, and have other objections in com- 
mon with animals turned out before hounds; they may 
give you a gallop, but they will ſhew- but little hunting. 
The hounds are to be hunted like a pack of fox-hounds, 
as a trap-hare runs very much in the fame manner, and 
will even top the hedges. What I ſhould prefer to catch- 
ing the hares in traps, would be, a warren. in the midſt 
of an open country, which might be ſtopped cloſe on 
hunting-days. This would. ſupply the whole country 
with hares, which, after one turn round the warren, would 
moſt probably run ſtraight an end. The number of hares 
a warren will ſupply, is hardly to be conceived I ſeldom 
turned out leſs in one year than thirty brace of trap- 
hares; beſides a great many more killed in the environs, 
of which no account was, taken. My warren is a wood of 
near thirty acres; one of half the ſize would anſwer 
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the purpoſe to the full as well. Mine is cut out, into 
many walks; a ſmaller warren ſhould have only one, and 
that round the outſide of it. No dog ſhould ever be ſuf- 
fered to go into it: and traps ſhould be kept conſtantly 
ſet for ſtoats and polecats.—It is ſaid, parſley makes hares 
ſtrong ; they certainly are very fond of eating it: it there- 
fore cannot be amiſs to ſow ſome within the warren, as 
it will be a means of keeping your hares more at home. 


I nap once ſome converſation with a gentleman about 
the running of my trap-hares, who ſaid he had been 
told that the catching a hare, and tying @ piece of rib- 


bon to her ear, was a ſure way to make her run frait,— 


I make no doubt of it—and ſo would a caniſter tyed to 
ber tail. 


I ant forry you ſhould think I began my firſt letter 
on the ſubject of hare-hunting, in a manner that might 


offend any of my brother ſportſmen. It was not hare- 


hunting I meant to depreciate, but the country I had 
hunted hare in,—lIt is very good diverſion in a good coun- 
try :—you are always certain of ſport; and if you really 
love to ſee your hounds hunt, the hare, when properly 
hunted, will ſhew you more of. it, than any other animal. 

: Y 2 You 


* 
* — - — * as 
A ——— - lifes * Wir 9 ons rms = : — 22 — 
2 1 dos — * 8 » 8 - ” , I om — ——̃— * A 
A 3 — P ˙ m ]⅛Ü X1XłX-.: pp p any AIR 8 ; * F EY l 
N 2 Ya" 2 — 7 7 r — e — wad - r 1 2 War F 2 2 


— 


1 
1 
i 
# * 
ö 
1% 
IF 
4 
4 
-Y 
1 
13 
1 
ks 
7 
& | 
7 
4 * 
KR 
} 
N 
1 
32 
1 
IF 
_—_— - 
oh 
Fn 
Wi 
7 4. 
F: 
14 
4 
. 
1 
FH 
ig 
K 
* 
1 * 
J 
4 
N 7 
4 
197 
14 
"4 
ir 
L 
47 
7 e 
1. 
1 
7 
K 
. 
F 1 
4 705 
1 
* 
n 
1 
H 
at 
Ja 
14 
vs 
+ $8 
"Hh 
i 24285 
ug 
a 
23683 
1:48 
i f 
1 * 
Y 1 
3 
. 
1 
By 
ith 
19 
FL Ex 
4 
39 + 
Wa. 
\- 
5 
* 
ws 
a 
. 
1 
15 
2 
770 
1. 
N 
1 
ne. 
# 
IBF 
IT 
3 
135. 
LOW, 
92 
12 
IgE 
22x84 
15 
NY 
* 4 
1 L 
Wor 
F 
1 


E 


Fes 


2 ad Rm, abs * fag : 
— —— 
> 9 


8 „„ — 
- n 22 > > — 2 n 
. 1 Cob 1 ett ⅛ IN IG * hn te RENE rs mA 2 2 


— 8 N N * 2 
Lops 8 Ne ta. wo 0 of 
2 — K — a2 


N 55 


162 THOUGHTS N 


You aſk me, what is the right time to leave off hare 
hunting ?—You ſhould be guided in that by the ſesſon: 
you ſhould never hunt after March; and, if the — 
is forward, WO On m— off . 


: jan am conſiderably le plan I firſt 
propoſed, you may wonder, if 1 omit: to: ſay any thing of 
ag hunting. Believe me, if I do, it will nat be for want 
of reſpect, but becauſe I have ſeen very little of it. It is 
true, I hunted-two winters at Turin; but their hunting, 
you know, is no more / like ours, than is the hot meal 
you there ſtand up: to cat, to the: Engliſh breakfaſt | you 
fit down to here, Were J to deſcribe their manner of 
hunting, their infinity of dogs, their number bf trunt{men, 
their relays of horſes, their great ſaddles, great bitts; and 
jack boots, it would be no more to our preſent- purpoſe, 
than the deſeription l of a wild 'boar"chace in Germany, 
or the hunting of jackalls in Bengal! C' une chaſſe 
magnifique, et voila tout. However, to give you an idea 

of their huntſmen, I muſt tell you that one day, the flag 
| (which is very unuſual) broke cover, and left the: fo- 
reſt; a circumſtance, which gave as nuch pleaſure to me; 
as diſpleaſure to all the ;reft—it ꝓut every thing into con- 
faßegerir followed one of the ne thinking he 


knew 


* 


„„ ww 


knew the country beſt, but it was not long before we were 
| ſeparated ; the firſt ditch we came to ſtopped him: I, 
eager to go on, halloo'd out to him, allons, Piqueur, ſautez 
donc. Non pardi, replied he, very coolly, „c't un 
« double foſſ. — je ne ſaute pas des double foſſts. — There 
was alſo an odd accident the ſame day, which, as it hap- 


pened to a great man, even to the King himſelf, you 
may think intereſting; beſides it was the occaſion of a 
bon mot worth your hearing—The King, eager in the 
purſuit, rode into a bog, and was diſmounted—he was 
not hurt—he was ſoon on his legs, and we were all ſtand- 
ing round him. —One of his old Generals, who was at 
ſome diſtance behind, no ſooner ſaw the King off his 
horſe, but he rode up full gallop to know the cauſe, 
« Deſt ce que Coſt! queſt ce que cet cries the old ge- 
neral, and in he tumbles into the ſame bog. Count Ke- 
venhuller, with great humour replied, pointing to the 


2 place, voila ce que cet! voila ce que c'eſt.— 


Wirz regard to the ſtag-hunting in this country, as 1 
have already told you, I know but little of it; you will 
without doubt think that a good reaſon for my ſaying no- 
thing about it. e | 
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1 N ſome of the preceding letters we have, I think, ſet- 
tled the buſineſs of the kennel in all its parts, and deter- 
mined what ſhould be the number, and what are the 
neceſſary qualifications of the attendants on the hounds : 
we alſo agree in opinion, that a pack ſhould conſiſt of 
about twenty-five couple ; I ſhall now proceed to give 
ſome account of the uſe of them. You deſire I would be 
as particular, as if you were to hunt the hounds yourſelf : 
_ To obey you, therefore, I think I had better ſend you a 
deſcription of an imaginary chace, in which I ſhall be at 
liberty to deſcribe ſuch events as probably may happen, 
and to which your preſent inquiries ſeem moſt to lead; a 
further and more circumſtantial explanation of them will 
neceſſarily become the ſubject of my future letters. I am 
at the ſame time well aware of the difficulties attending 
ſuch an undertaking. A fox chace is not eaſy to be de- 
ſcribed—yet as even a faint deſcription of it may ſerve, 

Tos, to 
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to a certain degree, as an anſwer to the various queſtions 
you are pleaſed to make concerning that diverſion, I ſhall 
proſecute my attempt in ſuch a manner, as I think may 
ſuit your purpoſe beſt.—As I fear it may read ill, it ſhall 
not be long. A gentleman, to whoſe underſtanding na- 
ture had moſt evidently been ſparing of her gifts, as 
often as he took up a book, and met with a paſſage 
which he could not comprehend, was uſed to write in the 
margin oppoſite matiere embrouillee, and gave himſelf no 
further concern about it. As different cauſes have been 
known to produce the ſame effects, ſhould you treat me 
in like manner, I ſhall think it the ſevereſt cenſure that 
can be paſſed upon me. Our friend Somervile, I appre- 
hend, was no great fox-hunter; yet all he ſays on the 
ſubject of hunting is ſo ſenſible and juſt, that I ſhall turn 
to his account of fox- hunting, and quote it where I can.— 
The hour in the morning, moſt fayourable to the diverſion, 
is certainly an early one; nor do I think I can fix it better 
than to ſay, the hounds ſhould be at the cover at ſun- riſ- 
ing. Let us ſuppoſe we are arrived at the cover fide, — 


8 — Delightful ſcene | 
Where all around is gay, men, horſes, dogs ; 
And in each ſmiling countenance appears 


Freſh blooming health, and univerſal joy. SOMERY, 
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Now let your huntſman throw in his hounds as quietly 
as he can, and let the two whippers-in keep wide of him 
on either hand, fo that a ſingle hound may not eſcape 
them ; let them be attentive to his halloo, and be ready to 
encourage, or rate, as that directs; he will, of courſe, draw 
up the wind, for reaſons which I ſhall give in another place. 
— Now if you can keep your brother ſportſmen in order, 
and put any diſcretion into them, you are in luck; they 
more frequently do harm than good: if it be poſſible, 
perſuade thoſe, who wiſh to halloo the fox off, to ſtand 
quiet under the cover fide, and on no account to halloo 
him too ſoon: if they do, he moſt certainly will turn 
back again : could you entice them all into the cover, 
your ſport, in all probability, would not be the worſe 
for it. 


How well the hounds ſpread the cover! the huntſman 
you ſee is quite deſerted, and his horſe, which ſo lately 
had a crowd at his heels, has not now one attendant left. 
How ſteadily they draw! you hear not a ſingle hound; yet 
none are idle. Is not this better than to be ſubject to 
continual diſappointment, from the eternal babbling of 


unſteady hounds ? 


5 « See! 


— hroeaees" Bos } 5 „ they range 
Diſpers'd, how buſily this way and that, 
They croſs, examining with curious noſe _ 

Each likely haunt. Hark! on the drag I hear 
Their doubtful notes, preluding to a cry 


More ane hs full, and ſwell'd with every mouth.” 
SOMERVILE, 


How muſical their tongues !—Now as they get nearer to 
him, how the chorus fills ! Hark ! he is found. Now, 
where are all your ſorrows, and your cares, ye gloomy 
ſouls! Or where your pains, and aches, ye complaining 


they make ! and echo ſeemingly takes pleaſure to repeat 
the ſound. The aſtoniſhed traveller forſakes his road, 
lured by its melody ; the liſtening ploughman now ſtops 
his plough; and every diſtant ſhepherd neglects his flock, 
and runs to ſee him break, What joy ! what eagerneſs 
in every face ! 


« How happy art thou, man, when thou'rt no more 
Thy {elf ! when all the pangs that grind thy ſoul, 
In rapture and in ſweet oblivion loſt, 
Yield a ſhort interval, and eaſe from pain 
SomeRy. 


2 Mark 
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ones! one halloo has diſpelled them all.— What a craſn 
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Mark how he runs the cover's utmoſt limits, yet dares 
not venture forth; the hounds are ſtill too near, —That 
check is lucky z now, if our friends head him not, he 
will ſoon via off—hark ! they halloo : by G—d he's gone, 


„lark ! what loud ſhouts 

Re-echo thro? the groves! he breaks away : 

Shrill horns proclaim his flight. Each ftraggling hound 
Strains o'er the lawn to reach the diſtant pack. 

"Tis triumph all, and joy.” | | 


15 nnn 
Winne m 
. TTT! AAA a 


Now huntſinan get on with the head hounds ; ; the whip- 
per-in will bring on the others after you : keep an atten- 
tive eye on the leading hounds, that ſhould the ſcent fail 
them, you may know at leaſt how far they brought it. 


Minp Galloper, how he leads them !—lt is difficult to 
diſtinguiſh which is firſt, they run in ſuch a ſtile ; yet he 
is the foremoſt hound. The goodneſs of his noſe is not 
leſs excellent than his ſpeed :>How he carries the ſcent! 
and when he loſes it, ſee how eagerly he flings to recover 
it again. There now he's at head' again—ſee how they 
top the hedge Now, how they mount the kill — 
Obſerve what a head they carry; and ſhew me, 'Jf- you 
can, one ſhuffler or ſkirter amongſt them all: are they 

not 


Wn. 


nn ] A ATI} TI EINER 
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not like a parcel of brave fellows, who, when they un- 
dertake a thing, determine to ſhare its fatigue and its 
dangers equally amongſt them. 


ce Far o'er the rocky hills we range, 


And dangerous our courſe; but in the brave 

True courage never fails. In vain the ſtream 

In foaming eddies whirls, in vain the ditch 
Wide-gaping threatens death. The « craggy ſteep, 

Where the poor dizzy ſhepherd crawls with care, 

And clings to every twig, gives us no pain 

But down we ſweep, as ſtoops the falcon bold 

To pounce his prey. Then up th' opponent hill, 
Buy the ſwift motion flung, we mount aloft : 

So ſhips in winter ſeas now ſliding ſink 

Adown the ſteepy wave, then toſs'd on high 

Ride on the billows, and defy the ſtorm.” 


SOMERY, 


It was then the PA I ſaw, as we came down the hill. 
thoſe crows directed me which way to look, and the 


ſheep ran from him, as he paſt along. The hounds are 
now on the very ſpot, yet the ſheep ſtop them not, for 


they daſh beyond them. Now ſee with what eagerneſs 
they croſs the plain.— Galloper no longer keeps his place, 
Bruſber takes it; ſee how he flings for the ſcent, and how 
imperuouſly he runs —How eagerly he took the lead, 


Z 2 and 
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and how he ſtrives to keep it; yet Victor comes up apace. 
He reaches him !---See what an excellent race it is be- 
tween them |! It is doubtful which-will reach the cover 
firſt.---How equally they run ;---how eagerly they ſtrain ; 
—now Victor, Victor! 


Ah! Bruſher, you are beat; 
Victor firſt tops the hedge.---See there! ſee how they all 
take it in their ſtrokes! the hedge cracks with their weight; 
ſo many yung at once. 


Now haſtes the whipper- in to the other ſide the cover; 
whe is right, unleſs he heads the fox. 


« Heay'ns! what melodious ſtrains ! how beat our hearts 
Big with tumultuous joy ! the loaded gales 
Breathe harmony ; and as the tempeſt drives 
From wood to wood, thro' ev'ry dark receſs 
- he foreſt thunders, and the mountains ſhake Son. 


Liſten !—the hounds have turned. — They are now in 
two parts: The fox has been headed back, and we have 
changed at laſt, — 


Now, my 4 mind the huntſman's halloo, and ſtop 
to thoſe hounds which he encourages.—He is right ;— 
that, doubtleſs, is the hunted fox ;---Now they are off 
mp 8 


cc What 
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What lengths we paſs ! where will the wand' ring chace 
Lead us bewilder'd | ſmooth as ſwallows ſkim 
The new-ſhorn mead, and far more ſwift we fly. 
See my brave pack; how to the head they preſs, 
Juſtling in cloſe array, chen more diffuſe 
Obliquely wheel, while from their op'ning mouths 
The vollied thunder breaks. 
————Look back and view 
3 The ſtrange confuſion of the vale below, 
3 Where ſore vexation reigns j— — 
VH — Old age 80 
His vigour ſpent: the tall, plump, brawny youth 
Curſes his cumbrous bulk; and envies now 
The ſhort pygmean race, he whilom kenn'd 
With proud inſulting leer. A choſen few 
Alone the ſport enjoy, nor droop beneath 
Their pleaſing toils.“ 


SoMkRv. 


Ha! a check. No for a moment's patience.- We preſs 
too cloſe upon the hounds.---Huntſman, ſtand till » as 


how wide they caſt ! is there a ſingle hound that does not 


try? if ſuch a one there be, he ne'er ſhall hunt again. 
There, Trueman is on the ſcent; he feathers, yet ſtill is 


thoſe 
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yet they want you not,---How admirably they ſpread ! 


doubtful ; tis right! how readily they join him! See 
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thoſe wide caſting hounds, how they fly forward, to re- 
cover the ground they have loſt! Mind Lightning, how ſhe 
daſhes ; and Mungo, how he works! Old Frantic, too, now 
puſhes forward; ſhe knows, as well as we, the fox is 
ſinking. 


6 — Ha!] yet he flies, nor yields 

To black deſpair. But one looſe more, and all 

His wiles are vain. Hark ! thro' yon village now 

The rattling clamour rings. The barns, the cots, 
And leafleſs elms return the joyous ſounds. 

Thro' ev'ry homeſtall, and thro' ev'ry yard, 

His e walks, panting, forlorn, he flies; 

— —— Th unerring hounds 
With peals of echoing vengeance cloſe purſue.” 


SOMERV. | 


n at fault at laſt? How far did you bring the 
ſcent ?—Have the hounds made their own caſt ?---Now W 
make yours. You ſee that ſheep-dog has been courſing 


the fox ;---get forward with your hounds, and make a 
wide caſt, 


Hark ! that halloo } is indeed a lucky A we can 
hold him on, we may yet recover him; for a fox, ſo much 


diſtreſſed, muſt ſtop at laſt. We now ſhall ſee if they 
will 
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will hunt, as well as run; for there is but little ſcent, and 
the impending cloud till makes that little leſs. How 
they enjoy the ſcent; ſee how buſy they all are; _— 
how each in his turn prevails. 


HunTsMan ! be quiet! Whilſt the ſcent was good, you 


preſs'd on your hounds;—it was well done. Your hounds 


were afterwards at fault ; ;—you made your caſt with judg - 

ment, and loſt no time. You now muſt let them hunt ;— 
with ſuch a cold ſcent as this, you can do no good. —T hey 
| muſt do it all themſelves lift them now, and not a 
hound will ſtoop again,—Ha! a high road, at ſuch a 
time as this, when the tendereſt-noſed hound can hardly 
own the ſcent Another fault! That man at work, then, 
has headed back the fox, —Huntſman ! caſt not your 


| hounds now, you ſee they have over-run the ſcent ; have 


a little patience, and let them, for once, try back. 


Wx now muſt give them time ;---ſee where they bend 
towards yonder furze brake; I wiſh he may have ſtopped 
there.---Mind that old hound, how he daſhes o'er the 
furze; 1 think he winds him; Now for a freſh entapis: — 
Hark ; they halloo Aye, there he 1 
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Ir is near over with him; had the hounds caught view 
he muſt have died. —He will hardly reach the cover,. 
ſee how they gain upon him at every ſtroke! It is an 
admirable race ; yet the cover ſaves him. 


Now be quiet, and he cannot eſcape us; we have the 
wind of the hounds, and cannot be better placed ;— 
how ſhort he runs !—he is now in the very ſtrongeſt part 
of the cover, —What a craſh! every hound is in, and 
every hound is running for him. That was a quick turn! 
—Again another ;—he's put to his laſt ſhifts, Now 
Miſchief is at his heels, and death is not far off. — Ha! 
they all ſtop at once ;—all filent, and yet no earth is open. 
| Liſten !—now they are at him again. Did you hear that 
Hound catch view ? they had over-run the ſcent, and the 
fox had laid down behind them. Now, Reynard, Took to 
yourſelf. How quick they all give their tongues Little 
| Dreadnought, how he works him! the terriers, too, they 
now are ſqueaking at him,—How cloſe Vengeance purſues ! 
how terribly ſhe preſſes ! it is juſt up with him.—Gods ! 
what a crafh they make ; the whole wood reſounds.—That 


turn was very mort.— There now eye, now they have 
him. . 4 | 
I. ET. 
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F OX-Hunting, however lively and animating it may 
be in the field, is but a dull, dry ſubject to write upon; 
and I can now aſſure you, from experience, that it is 
much leſs difficult to follow a fox-chace, than to deſcribe 
one. You will eaſily imagine, that to give enough of 
variety to a ſingle action, to make it intereſting, and to 
deſcribe in a few minutes, the events of, perhaps, as 


many hours; though it pretends to no merit, has at leaſt 


ſome difficulty and trouble: and you will as eaſily con- 
clude, that I am glad they are over. 


. You defire me to explain that part of my laſt letter, 


which ſays, if we can hold him on, we may now recover him. 


lt means, if we have ſcent to follow on the line of him, 
it is probable he will ſtop, and we may hunt up to him 


again. Tou alſo object to my ſaying catch a ſox; you 
alli a bad expreſſion, and ſay, it is not /portly ; I believe 
Aa that 
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that I have not often uſed it; and when I have, it has 
been to diſtinguiſh betwixt the hunting a fox down, as 
you do a hare, and the killing of him with hard running. 
— You tell me, I ſhould always kl] a fox. I might an- 
ſwer that, I muſt catch him, firſt. V 

Tou ſay, I have not enlivened my chace with many 
halloos: it is true, I have not; and what is worſe, I fear 
I am never likely to meet your approhation in that par- 
ticular; for ſhould: we hunt together, then I make no 
doubt you will think I halloo too much; a fault which 
every one is guilty of, who really loves this animating 
ſport, and is eager in the purſuit of it. Believe me, I 
never could halloo in my life, unleſs after hounds ; and 
the writing a halloo, appears to me almoſt as difficult as 
to pen 4 whiſper. 


_ Your friend A——, you ſay, is very ſevere on us, A 
fox-hunters ;—Nno one is more welcome, However, he E 
ought to have known that the profeſſion of fox-hunting I 
is much altered ſince the time of Sir John Vanburgh; and 
the intemperance, clowniſhneſs, and ignorance of the 
old fox-hunter, is quite worn out; a much truer defi- 
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nition of one might now be made than that which he 


has left Fox- hunting is now become the amuſement of | 
gentlemen ; nor need any gentleman be aſhamed'of it.— | 

I sHALL now begin to anſwer your various queſtions, | | 
as they preſent themſelves. Though I was glad of this 


expedient, to methodize, in ſome degree, the variety we 
have to treat of, yet I was well aware of the impoſſibility 
of ſufficiently explaining myſelf in the midſt of a fox- 
chace, whoſe rapidity, you know very well, brooks no 
delay; now is the time, therefore, to make good that 
deficiency : what afterwards remains on the ſubject of 
hunting will ſerve as a ſupplement to the reſt; in which, 
I ſhall ſtill have it in my power to introduce whatever 
may be now forgotten, or give a further explanation of 
ſuch parts, as may ſeem to you to require it. For ſince 
my ſole view in writing theſe letters, is to make the in- 
ſtruction they contain of ſome uſe to you, if you ſhould 
want it, if not, to others; the being as clear and as 
explicit as I can, will be far beyond all other conſiderations. 
Repetitions, we know, are ſhocking things; yet, in writ- 
ing ſo many letters on the ſame ſubject, I fear it will be 
difficult to avoid them. 


Aa 2 FIRST, 
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Fixs r, then, as to the early hour recommended in my 
former letter: I agree with you, it requires explanation; 
but you will pleaſe to conſider, that you deſired me to 
fix the hour moſt favourable to the ſport, and without 
doubt, it is an early one. You ſay, I do not go out fo 
early myſelf:—It is true that I do not; do phyſicians 
always follow their own preſcriptions ?—ls it not ſufficient 
that their preſcriptions be good ? However, if my hounds 
are out of blood, I go out early, for then it becomes 
neceſſary to give them every advantage. At an early hour 
you are ſeldom long before you find.—-The morning is 
the time of the day, which generally affords the beſt ſcent, 
and the animal himſelf, which, in ſuch a caſe, you are 
more than ever deſirous of killing, is then leaſt able to 
run away from you. The want of reſt, and perhaps a 
full belly, give hounds a great advantage over him.—! 
expect, my friend, that you will reply to this © that a fox- 
hunter, then, is not a fair ſportſman. —He certainly is not ; 
and what is more, would be very ſorry to be miſtaken for 
one.—He is otherwiſe from principle.—In his opinion, a 
fair ſportſman, and a fooliſh ſportſman, are ſynonymous ; 
he, therefore, takes every advantage of the fox he can,— 


You 
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You will aſk, perhaps, if he does not ſometimes ſpoil his 
own ſport by this ?—It is true, he ſometimes does, but 
then he makes his hounds; the whole art 'of fox-hunting 
being to keep the hounds well in blood. Sport is but a 
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ſecondary conſideration with a true fox-hunter :—The 
firſt is, tbe killing of the fox hence ariſe the eagerneſs 
of purſuit, and the chief pleaſure of the chace. I confeſs, 
I eſteem blood ſo neceſſary to a pack of fox-hounds, that 


— 


with regard to myſelf, I always return home better 
pleaſed with but an indifferent chace, with death at the end 
of it, than with the beſt chace poſſible, if it ends with 

the loſs of the fox. Good chaces, generally ſpeaking, 
are long chaces; and, if not attended with ſucceſs, 
never fail to do more harm to hounds, than gobd. 
Our pleaſures, I believe, for the moſt part, are greater 
during the expectation, than the enjoyment: In this 
caſe, reality itſelf warrants the idea, and your preſent 
ſucceſs is almoſt a ſure fore-runner of future ſport, 
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I REMEMBER to have heard an odd anecdote of the 
late Duke of R——, who was very popular in his 
neighbourhood —A butcher, at Lyndhurſt, a lover of 
* ſport, as often a as he heard the hounds return from 

| hunting, 
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hunting, came out to meet them, and never failed to 
aſk the Duke what ſport he had? «© Very good, I 
« thank you, honeſt friend.” —* Has your Grace killed 
a fox ??—© No:—We have had a good run, but we 
te have not killed.“ Pſhaw !” cried the the butcher, 
with an arch look, pointing at him at the ſame time 
with his finger ;—and this was fo conſtantly repeated, 
that the Duke, when he had not killed a fox, was 
uſed to ſay, he was afraid to meet the butcher. 


You aſk, why the huntſman is to draw ſo quietly, and 
why up the wind ? With regard to his drawing quietly, 
that may depend on the kind of cover which he is draw- | 
ing, and alſo on the ſeaſon of the year. If your covers 
are ſmall, or ſuch from which a fox cannot break unſeen, 
then noiſe can do no hurt ; if you draw at a late hour, and 
when there is no drag, then the more the cover is diſ- 
turbed, the better; the more likely you are to find. Late 
in the ſeaſon foxes generally are wild, particularly in 
covers that are often hunted. If you do not draw 
quietly, he will ſometimes get off a long way before you: 
when you have any ſuſpicion of this, ſend on a whipper- in 

to 
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to the oppoſite ſide of the cover, before you throw in 
your hounds.— With regard to the drawing up. the 1 wind, } 
that is much more material, 'You never fail to give the 


wind to a pointer and ſetter ; why not to a hound ?—Be- 


ſides, the fox, if you draw up the wind, does not hear 


you coming pp and your hounds, by this means, are never 


out of your hearing ; 1. beſides, if he turns down the wind, 


as moſt probably he will, it lets them all ee 
yourſelf acting directly contrary to this, and then ſee | 


what is likely to be the conſequence. 


KS 


Vous think, Ta am too fevers « on my brother ſportſmen. 


= 1 am more ſo than they deſerve, I am ſorry for it. 1 


know many gentlemen, who are excellent ſportſmen, yet 
am ſorry to ſay, the greater number of thoſe who ride 


after hounds, are not; and it is thoſe only that I allude 


to. Few gentlemen will take any pains, few of them 
will ſtop a hound, though he ſhould run riot cloſe beſide 
them, or will place themſelves for a moment, though 
it be to halloo a fox ; it is true, they will not fail to hal- 
loo, if he comes in their way, and they will do the ſame 
to as many foxes as they ee. Some will encourage 


hounds 
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hounds which they do not know; it is a great fault: was 
every gentleman who follows hounds to fancy himſelf a 
huntſman, what, noiſe, what confuſion. would enſue ! I 
conſider many of them as gentlemen riding out, and I am 
never ſo well pleaſed, as when I ſee them ride home again. 
You may perhaps have thought that I, wiſhed them all to 
be huntſmen.Moſt certainly not; but the more aſſiſt- 
ants a huntſman has, the better in all probability, the hounds 
will be. Good ſenſe, and a little obſervation, will ſoon. 
prevent ſuch people from doing amiſs ; and Thold it as an 
almoſt invariable rule in hunting, that «thoſe. who do not 
know how to do good, are always liable to do harm: there 
is ſcarce an inſtant, during a whole chace, when a ſportſ- 
man ought not ta be in one particular place: and I will 
venture to ſay, that if he is not there, he might as well 
be in his bed. — 


I MvsT give you an extraordinary inſtance of a gen- 
tleman's knowledge of hunting.—He had hired a houſe 
in a fine hunting country, with a good kennel belonging 
to it, in the neighbourhood, of two packs of fox-hounds, 
of which mine was one ; and that he might offend neither, 
intended, 
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intended, as he ſaid, to hunt with both. He offered me 
the uſe of his kennel, which, for ſome reaſons, I choſe 
to decline; it was afterwards offered to the other gentle- 
man, who accepted it. The firſt day the hounds hunted 
his country, he did not appear. The ſecond day, the 
hounds were no ſooner at the cover ſide, than my friend 
ſaw an odd figure, ſtrangely accoutred, riding up, with 
a ſpaniel following him. © Sir,” ſaid he, © it gave me 


« great concern not to be able to attend you, when you 


« was here before; I hope you was not offended at it; for, 


te to ſhew you how well I am inclined to aſſiſt your hunt, 
« you ſee,. I have brought my little dogg. 


THERE are two things, which J particularly recommend 
to you; the one, is to make your hounds ſteady, the other to 
make them all draw. Many huntſmen are fond of having 
them at their horſes heels; but, believe me, they never 
can'get ſo well, or ſo ſoon together, as when they ſpread 
the cover : beſides, I have often known: when there have 
been only a few finders , that they have found their fox, gone 
down the wind; and been heard of no more that day. 
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Nxvxx take out an old unſteady hound; young ones 


properly awed from riot, and that will ſtop at a rate, 
may be put into the pack, a few at a time; but an old 
hound, that is vitious, ſhould not eſcape hanging; let 
him be ever ſo good in other reſpects, I vill not excuſe 


him; for a pack muſt be wretched indeed, that can ſtand 


in need of ſuch aſſiſtance. 


Tuxkk is infinite pleaſure in hearing a fox well found.— 


When you get up to his kennel, with a good drag, the 


chorus increaſing as you go, it inſpires a joy more eaſy 
to feel, than to deſcribe. With regard to my own feel- 
ings, I had ſooner hear one fox found in this lively manner, 


than ride the beſt hare chace that was ever run, 


Mvcn depends on the firſt finding of your. fox. Dimi- 
dium fa#i, qui bene cæpit, habet, which we learned at Weſt- 
minſter, is verified here; for I look upon a fox well 
found, to be half killed. I think people generally are 
in too great a hurry on this occaſion.— There is an en- 
thuſiaſm attending this diverſion, which, in this inſtance 
in particular, ought always to be reſtrained, —The hounds 

are 
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are always mad enough when they find their fox; if the 
men alſo are mad, they make mad work of it indeed. 
A gentleman of my acquaintance, who hunts his own 
hounds, and is not leſs eager than the reſt of us, yet 
very well knows. the bad conſequences of, being ſo, to 
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prevent this fault in himſelf, always begins by taking a 
pinch of ſnuff, he then ſings part of an old ſong, © Some 
ſay care killed the cat,” &c.— By this time his hounds get 
together, and ſettle to the ſcent, —He then halloos, and 
rides, as if the dl drove. 
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Ir the fox breaks cover, you will ſometimes ſee a young 
ſportſman ſet out after him, to ride him. He never fails 
to aſk ſuch a one, © Do you think you can catch him, Sir?“ 
« No.“ TOY then'be ſo good. as to 108 wy hounds try, 

2 they can. 
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| 29 off Juſt as I had found the fox: I now, therefore, 
with your leave, will ſuppoſe, that the hounds are running 
him. You deſire I would be more particular with. regard 
to the men,—lt was always my intention to be ſo. To 
begin then, the huntſman ſhould certainly ſet off with his 
foremoſt hounds, and I ſhould wiſh him to keep as cloſe 
to them afterwards as he conveniently can; nor can any 
harm ariſe from it, unleſs he has not common ſenſe. No 
hounds then can ſlip down the wind, and get out of his 
hearing ; he will alſo ſee how far they carry the ſcent; a 
neceſſary knowledge; for without it, he never can make 
a caſt, with any certainty, 


You will find it not leſs neceſſary for your huntſman 
to be active in preſſing his. hounds forward, while the 
ſcent is good, than to be prudent in not hurrying them 
beyond it, when it is bad. Your's, you ſay, is a good 

horſe- 
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horſeman; it is of the utmoſt conſequence to your ſport, 


nor is it poſſible for a huntſman to be of much uſe, who 


is not; for the firſt thing, and the very ine qua non, of a 
fox- hunter, is to ride up to his head hounds. It is his 
buſineſs to be ready at all times, to lend them that aſſiſt- 
ance they ſo frequently ſtand in need of, and which, when 
they are firſt at a fault, is then moſt critical. A fox-hound, 
at that time, will exert himſelf moſt; he afterwards cools, 
and becomes more indifferent about his game. Thoſe 
huntſmen who do not get forward enough, to take advan- 
tage of this eagerneſs and impetuoſity, and direct it pro- 

perly, ſeldom know enough of hunting to be of much 
uſe to them afterwards, 


You will perhaps find it more difficult to keep your 


whipper-in back, than to get your huntſman forward ; at 
leaſt, I always have found it ſo. It is however neceſſary; 


nor will a good whipper-in leave a cover whilſt a ſingle 
hound remains in it; for this reaſon, there ſhould be 


two; one of which ſhould be always forward with the 
huntſman. You cannot conceive the many ills that may 
happen to hounds that are left behind. I do not know, 
that I can enumerate one half of them; but this you may 
f 3 be 
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be certain of, that the keeping them together, is the ſureſt 
means to keep them ſteady. When left to themſelves? 
they ſeldom refuſe, I believe, any blood they can get; they 
acquire many bad habits; they -become conceited, a ter- 
rible fault in any animal; and they learn to tye upon the 
ſcent ; an unpardonable fault in a fox-hound: beſides 
this, they frequently get a trick of hunting by themſelves, 
and they ſeldom are worth much afterwards. The lying 
out in the cold, perhaps the whole night, can do no good 
to their conſtitutions; nor will the being worried by 
ſheep-dogs or maſtiffs, be of ſervice to their bodies: all 
this, however, and much more, they are liable to.—I 
believe, I mentioned in my fourth letter, that the ſtraw- 
houſe door ſhould be left open when any hounds are 


miſling. 


Every country is ſoon known, and nine foxes out of 
ten, with the wind in the ſame quarter, will follow the 
ſame track,—lt is eaſy therefore for the whipper-in to cut 
| ſhort, and catch the hounds again; at leaſt it is ſo in the 
country where I hunt. With a high ſcent you cannot 
puſh on hounds too much.—Screams keep the fox 
forward, at the ſame time that they keep the hounds to- 

gether, 
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gether, or let in the tail hounds; they alſo enliven the 
ſport, and if diſcreetly uſed, are always of ſervice, but in 
cover, they ſhould. be given with the greateſt caution. 


Moser fox-hunters, wiſh to ſee their hounds run in a 

good ſtyle. I confeſs, I am myſelf one of thoſe. I hate 
to ſee a ſtring of them, nor can I bear to ſee them creep, 
where they can leap. It is the daſh of the fox-hound 
which diſtinguiſhes him as truly, as the motto of William 
of Wickham, diſtinguiſhes us. A pack of harriers, if 
they have time, will kill a fox; but I defy them to kill 
him in the ſtyle in which a fox ought to be killed ; they 
muſt hunt him down. If you are to tire him out, you 
muſt expect to be tired yourſelf alſo: I never with a chace 
to be leſs than one hour, or to exceed two: it is ſufficiently 
long, if properly followed ;—it will ſeldom be longer, 
unleſs there is a fault ſomewhere ;—either in the day, in 
the huntſman, or in the hounds. What Lord Chatham 
once ſaid of a battle, is particularly applicable to a fox- 
chace :—it ſhould be ſhort, ſharp, and deciſive. 


Trzse is, 1 believe, but little difference in the ſpeed 
of hounds of the ſame ſize; the great difference 1s in the 
| head 
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head they carry; and in order that they may run well to- 
gether, you ſhould not keep too many old hounds : after 
five or ſix ſeaſons, they generally do more harm than 
good: if they tie upon the ſcent, and come hunting after, 
hang them up immediately, let their age be what it 
may: there is no getting ſuch- conceited devils on; they 
will never come to a halloo, which every hound that is 
off the ſcent, or behind the reſt, ſhould not fail to do, 


and are always more likely to draw you back, than 
help you forward. | 


You think me too ſevere on ſkirters.—I muſt confeſs, 
that I have but one objection to them, "and it is this {—1 
have conſtantly ſeen them do more harm than good. 

| Crnancins from the hunted fox to a freſh one, is one 
of the worſt accidents that can happen to a pack of fox- 
hounds; and it requires all the obſervation, and all the 
ingenuity that man is capable of, to guard againſt it. 
Could a fox-hound diſtinguiſh a hunted fox, as the der- 
hound does, the deer that is blown; fox- hunting would 
then be perfect. There are certain rules, that ought to be 
obſerved by huntſmen. A huntſman ſhould always liſten 
to his hounds, whilſt they are running in cover ; he ſhould 

= be 
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be particularly attentive to the head hounds, and he ſhould 


be conſtantly on his guard againſt a ſkirter, for if there 
are to ſcents, he muſt be wrong. Generally ſpeaking, 
the beſt ſcent is leaſt likely to be that of the hunted fox: 
and as a fox ſeldom ſuffers hounds to run up to him, ag 


long as he 1s able to prevent it; ſo nine times out of ten, 
| when foxes are halloo'd early in the day, they are all 
freſh foxes. The hounds moſt likely to be right, are the 
hard-running line-hunting hounds z' or ſuch as the huntſ- 
man knows had the lead, before there aroſe any doubt of 
changing. With regard to. the fox, if he breaks over 
an open country, it is no ſign that he is hard run, for they 
ſeldom at any time will do that, unleſs they are a great 
way before the hounds. Alſo, if he runs up the wind 


they ſeldom ever do that, when they have been long 


hunted, and grow weak; and when they run their foil, 
that alſo may direct him. All this, as you muſt needs 
perceive, requires a good ear, and nice obſervation, 
and indeed, in that conſiſts the chief excellence of a 
huntſman. | 
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Wurm the hounds divide, and are in two parts, the whip- 
per- in, in ſtopping, muſt attend to the huntſman, and wait 
for his halloo, before he attempts to ſtop either: for want 
of proper management in this particular, I have known the 
hounds ſtopped at both places, and both foxes loſt by 
it.—If they have many- ſcents, and it is quite uncertain 
which is the hunted fox, let him ſtop thoſe; that are far- 
theſt down the wind, as they can hear the others, and will 
reach them ſooneſt : in ſuch a caſe, there will be little uſe 
in a ff thoſe chat are up the wind. 


3 


3 hounds: are at An let = one. 165 Glen: 
but as 1 have already faid ſo much on that head i in my 
eleventh letter on ee, 1 bes ld to refer 25 
to it. Whipp pers 

with the tail — They indo never © halloo t to > them, 
when the hounds are at fault; the leaſt ming does hurt 
at ſuch a time, but a hallo, more than any other. 
The huntſman, at a check, had better. let his. hounds 
alone, or content himſelf with holding them forward, 
without taking them off their. noſes, . | Hounds that. are 
not uſed to be caſt, a tout bout de champ, will of. themſelves 


acquire a better caſt, than it is in the power of any huntf- 
man 
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man to give them; will ſpread more, and try better for 
the ſcent; and, if they are in health and E _ "will 
want no — e 5 


Ir they are at fault, and have made their own caſt, (which 


the huntſman ſhould always firſt encourage them to do) 


it is then his buſineſs to aſſiſt them further; but, except 
in ſome particular inſtances, I never approve of their be- 


ing caſt, as long as they are inclined to hunt. The firſt 


caſt I bid my huntſman make, is generally a regular one; 
not chooſing to rely entirely on his judgment: if that 
does not ſucceed, he is then at liberty to follow his 
own opinion, and proceed, as obſervation and genius may 
direct. When ſuch a caſt is made, I like to ſee ſome 
mark of good ſenſe and meaning in it :—— whether down 
the wind, or towards ſome likely cover, or ſtrong eatth : 
however, as it is at beſt uncertain, and as the huntſman 
and the fox may be of different opinions, I always wiſh 
to ſee a regular caſt, before I ſee a knowing one; which, 
as a laſt reſource, ſhould not be called forth, till it is 
wanted. The letting hounds alone is but a negative 
goodneſs 1 in a a huntfman; whereas i it is true, that this laſt 


© fo os ſhows | 
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ſhows. real genius; and, to be perfect, muſt be born with 
him.—There is a fault however which a knowing huntſ- 
man is too apt to commit :—he will find a freſh fox, and 
then claim the merit of having recovered the hunted one. 
It always is dangerous to throw hounds into a cover | 
to retrieve. a loſt ſcent; and, unleſs they hit him i in, is not 
to be depended on. Driven to the laſt extremity, ſhould 
a knowing caſt, not ſucceed, your huntſman is in no 
wife blameable: mine, I remember, loſt me a good 
chace, by perſevering too long in a favourite caſt j but 
he gave me ſo many good reaſons why the fox ought 
to have gone that way, that I returned perfectly well 
ſatisfied, telling him at the ſame time, that, if the fox Was 
a "ns he could not wh Wc 


eee aſus: . are at fault, are too apt 
themſelves to contribute to their remaining ſo. They 
ſhould always ſtop their horſes ſome diſtance behind the 
hounds, and, if it is poſſible to be ſilent, this is the time 
to be ſo: they ſhould be careful not to ride before the 
hounds, or ride over the ſcent, nor ſhould. they ever 
meet a hound in the face, unleſs with a deſign to ſtop 
him. Should you at any time be before the hounds, turn 


your 
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your horſe's head the way they are going, get out of 
their way, and let them * OE 2 


In dry weethirs foxes, cartivulatly in heathy countries, 
will run the roads. If gentlemen, at ſuch times, will 
ride cloſe upon the hounds, they may drive them miles, 
without any ſcent. High-mettled fox-hounds are ſel- 
dom inclined to ſtop, whilſt horſes are cloſe at the heels 
afuiediycre ee . dh dat ee LO 


An acquaintance of mine, a good ſportſman, but a 
very warm one, when he ſees the company preſſing too 
cloſe upon his hounds, begins with crying out, as loud 
as he can, Hold hard, —If any one perſiſts, after that, he 
begins moderately at firſt, and ſays, I beg, Sir, you will 
top your horſe:— Pray, Sir, ſtop 6 bleſs you, ph Hep; ; 
God d—1 yu blood, Kandy #2 aq p 


I Au now, as you may perceive, in a very violent paſ- 
fion ; ſo I will eben ſtop the nnn of this ſubſe; 
till I am- cootagan; + 995% DTT. 243 
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BE my laſt letter, I believe, in a violent paſſion. 
The hounds, I think, were at fault alſo. I. ſhall now 
continue the further explanation of my thirteenth letter 
from that time. 1 
7 1 Geb, 20046 

In HE . firſt moment. that pms are at a fault, is a critical 
one for the ſport: people then ſhould: be very attentive. 
Thoſe Wh look, forward, perhaps, may ſee the fox; or 
the running of ſheep, or the purſuit of craws. may give 
them ſome tidings of him. Thoſe who liſten, - may 
ſometimes. take a hint which way he1s:gane, from the 
chattering of a magpie, or perhaps, be at a certainty from 
a diſtant halloo : nothing that can give, any intelligence, 
at ſuch a time as this, is to be neglected. Gentlemen 
are too apt to ride all together: were they to ſpread 
* more, they might ſometimes be of ſervice}; / particularly, 
ſuch as from a knowledge of the ſport, keep down the 
0 wind; 
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wind; it would then be difficult for either hounds, or fox, 
to eſcape their obſervation, 


' J- 1 


Lou ſhould, however, be cautious how you go to a 
halloo. The halloo itſelf muſt, in a great meaſure, direct 
you; and though it affords no certain rule, yet you may 
frequently gueſs by it, whether it is to be depended on, 
or not. At the ſowing time, when boys are bird-keeping, 
if you are not very much on your guard, their halloo will 
ſometimes deceive you. It is beſt, when you are in doubt, 
to ſend on a whipper-in to know; the worſt then, that 
can befal you, is the loſs of a little time; whereas, if 
you gallop away with the hounds to the halloo, and are 
obliged to return, it is a chance, if they try for the 
ſcent after wards: on the other hand, if you are certain 
of the halloo, and intend going to it, then the ſooner you 
get to it, the better. I have been more angry with my 
buntſman, for being ſlow at ſuch a time as this, thin for 
any other fault whatſoeveri . Huntſmen whio' are en 
ac getting to a halle, are void of common des 1 
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how much our eagerneſs is apt, at ſuch a time, to miſlead 
our judgment: for inſtance, when we get to the halloo, the 
firſt queſtions are natural enough: did you ſee the fox? 
which way did he go? The man points with his finger per- 
haps, and then away you all ride as faſt as you can; and 
in ſuch a hurry, that not one will ſtay to hear the anſwer 
which you all were ſo deſirous of knowing: the general 
conſequente of which is; you miſtake the place, and are 
obliged to return to the man, for better information.— 
Depend upon it, the leſs hurry you are in, on this occa- 
ſion, the leſs time you loſe; and wherever the fox was 
ſeen for a certainty, whether near, or diſtant; that will 
not only be the ſureſt, but alſo the beſt place to take the 
ſcent; and, beſides the certainty of going right, you will 
alſo, 1 believe, | Got on e a ns would: Sg any 
other means,— | | 
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halloo'd, till he was almoſt hoarſe, and got to the man 
as quickly as he could: the man till kept. hallooing ; 
and as the hounds got near him, here, ſaid he—bere— 
« here the fox is gone "© Is he far before us d' cried the 
huntſman—* how long ago was it that you ſaw him?“ 
No, maſter, I have not een him; but 1 ſmelt him here 
« this morning, when I came to a my ſheep.” — 


ANnoTHER inſtance was this:—we 1 were trying with ſome 
deer-hounds for an out-lying ſtag, when we ſaw a fellow 
running towards us in his ſhirt : we immediately con- 
cluded that we ſhould hear ſome news of the ſtag, and 
ſet out joyfully to meet him: our firſt queſtion was, if 
he had ſeen the ſtag? No, Sir, 1 have not ſeen him, but 
40 apy wife Ween, as how ſbe ſaw bim t other night,” 


onen a man halloo'd us back a mile, only to tell us, 
doe were e right before, and we loſt the fox by i it. 


man at plough, and with great eagerneſs aſked him, if 
he had ew the fox. The fox, Sir?“ Yes, dn you, 
D d te the 


huntſman, as you will believe, ſtuck. ſpurs: to his horſe, 


A GENTLEMAN, ſeeing his hounds at fault, rode up to a 
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4e the fox; did you. never ſee a fox? Pray, Sir, 11 
« © may: be ſo bould, what ſort of a locking ereature may he 
< be? has he ſbort ears, and a long tail? © Yes,! uy 

c c then, I can aſſure you, Sir, Þ have ſeen no ſuch thing.” 
W are agreed, that hounds ought not to be caſt, as 
long as they are able to hunt; and though the idea, that 
a hunted fox never ſtops, is a very neceſſary one to a fox- 
hunter, that he may be active, and may loſe no time, yet 
tired foxes will ſtop, if you can hold them on and. 
have known them ſtop, even in wheel-ruts on the open 
down, and leap up in the midſt of the hounds. A tired 
fox ought not to be given up; for he is killed ſome- 
times very unexpectedly. If hounds have ever preſſed 
him, he is worth your trouble; perſeverance may recover 
him, and, if recovered, he moſt probably will be kil- 
led; nor ſhould you deſpair, whilſt any ſcent remains. 
The buſineſs of a huntſman is only ' difficult,” when the 
ſcent dies quite away; and it is chen he may ſhew bis 
judgment, when the hounds are no longer able to ſhew 
theirs.—The recovering a loſt ſcent, and getting nearer to 
the fox by a long caſt, requires genius, and is therefore 
| What 
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what few huntſmen are famous for. When hounds are 
no longer capable: of feeling the ſcent, it all reſts with 
the huntſman; either the game is entirely given up, or is 
only to be recovered by him, and is the effect of real 
genius, 1 and obfervagion. 


6} Mea 2G: 03 7307; 0210204 od; . 
15 Warn ' plete are at old be nting, with a bad ſcent, 
it is then a good time to ſend a whipper- in forward; if 
if he can ſee the fox, a little mobbing, at ſuch a time 
as this, may ne allowedqo! i! „e e 
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'> Wazn hounds are put to a herds: on a whigh road, by 
the for being headed back, if in that particular caſe you 
ſuffer them to try back, it gives them the beſt chance of 
ONS een ſcent: again, „ as 8 7 — try on both ſides 


Wnern hounds are running in cover, you cannot be 
too quiet. If the fox be running ſhort, and the hounds 
are catching him, not a word - ſhould then be ſaid: it is 
a difficult time for hounds to hunt him, as he is conti- 
nually turning, and will ſometimes lie ee and let them 
paſs, him. | 
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I rave remarked; that che greateſt danger of loſing a 
fox is at the firſt finding of him, and when he is ſinking; 
at both of which times, he frequently will run ſhort, and 
the eagerneſs of the hounds is too apt to carry them be- 
yond the ſcent.— When a fox is firſt found, I wiſh every 
one would keep behind the hounds, till they are well ſet- 

tled to the ſcent; and when the hounds are killing him, 
I wiſh chem to be as  filent as they can. 


"Wan he i is e J. like to ſee hounds, cat him ea- 
gerly. In ſome countries, I am told, they have a me- 
thod of zreeing him; it is of uſe to make the hounds 
eager; it lets them all in; they recover their wind, and 
eat him more readily. I ſhould adviſe you, at the ſame 
Uher not to keep him too long, as I do not imagine the 
hounds have any appetite to eat him, longer than whilſt 
_ are angry with him, 


Tx ſame author; whom-1 quoted in my tenth letter, 
and who tells us, how we ſhould ot eat a hare, is alſo 
kind enough to tell us, when we ſhould eat a fox; I wiſh 
he had alſo added the beſt manner of dreſſing him: voici 
ce qu il di. La chair ak n ft moins mauvaiſe que 
ce Helle 
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t Pelle du loup; les chiens et mime les Hommes en mangent en 
te automne, ſurtout lorſqu'il S eſt nourri et engraiſſe de raiſins,” — 
You would have been better pleaſed, I make no doubt, 
if the learned gentleman had told you how 10 bunt him, 
rather than when to eat him. 


1 snATI end this letter with an anecdote of a late 
huntſman of mine, who was a great ſlip-ſlop, and always 
called ſucceſſively, ſucceſs fully. One day, when he had 
been out with the young hounds, 1 ſent for him i in, and 


aſked him what ſport he had had, and how the hounds 
behaved ? Very good ſport, Sir, and no hounds could 


ec © behave any better.“ Did you run him long! 2— 
« They ran him, and pleaſe | your honour, upwards of three | 


be. hours Juceeſs fully.” —— So, then, you did kill him? Mm | 
& Oh, vo, Sir, we loſt him at left ” 
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OX Hunting, . of 0 misel he only 


Son, becauſe, you can ride hard, and do leſs harm in 


that, than in any other hunting. There may be ſome 
truth in the obſeryation.; but to ſuch as love the riding 


part only of hunting, would not 4 trail ſcent be much more 


ſuitable ? Gentlemen who hunt for the ſake of a ride, who 
are indifferent about the hounds, and know little of the 


buſineſs, if they do no. harm, it is to the full as much 


as qe haxe reaſon, to expect from tem; whilſt thoſe of 
a contrary deſcription, do good, and have much greater 


pleaſure. Such as are acquainted with the hounds, and 


can at times aſſiſt them, find the ſport more intereſting, 
and frequently have the ſatisfaction to think, that they 
themſelves contribute to the ſucceſs of the day. This is 
a pleaſure you often enjoy; a pleaſure, without any regret 
attending it. I know not what «fled. it may have on you; 

to ring fel: as ene legte but, 
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but, I know that my ſpirits are always good after good ſport 
in hunting; nor is the reſt of the day ever diſagreeable to 
me afterwards. What are other ſports, compared with this, 
which is full of enthuſiaſm ! fiſhing is, in my opinion, a 
dull diverſion ;—ſhooting, though it admits of a com- 
panion, does not allow of many :—both, therefore may 
be conſidered as ſelfiſh, and ſolitary amuſements; com- 
pared with hunting to which, as many as pleaſe, are 
welcome. The one might teach patience to a philoſo- 
pher; and the other, though it occaſions great fatigue 
to the body, ſeldom affords much oceupation to the mind. 
Whereas fox-hunting is a kind of warfare ;—its uncer- 
tainties, its fatigues, its difficulties, and its dangers, ren- 
dering it intereſting above all other diverſions.——That 
you may more readily pardon this digreſſion, I return to 
anſwer your letter now before nee. 


RO glad to hear that your men have good voices; 
mine, unhuckily, have not. Ihave- a friend, who hunts 
his -own hounds, who has the ſtrangeſt voice, and the 
oddeſt halloo, I ever heard. He has, however, this ad- 
vantage: no dog can poſſibly miſtake his halloo for 
another. —Singularity conſtitutes an eſſential part of a 

huntſ- 
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huntſman's halloo : —it is for that reaſon alone, I prefer 
the horn, to which,.'[1,obſerve;;hounds-fiy more readily 
than to the huntſman's · voice. Good voires vertainly are 
pleaſing; yet it might be as well, perhaps; if thoſe, who 
have them, were leſs fond of ſhewing them. When a 
fox is halloo'd, thoſe who underſtand this buſineſs, and 
get forward, may halloo him again; yet let them be told, if 
the hounds go the contrary way, or do not ſeem to come 
on, upon the line of him, to halloo no more. With re- 
gard to its being the hunted fox, the fox which every 
man halloos, is the hunted fox in his own opinion, though 
he ſeldom has a better reaſon for it, than becauſe be ſaw 
him.—Such halloos as ſerve to keep the hounds together, 
and to get on the tail hounds, are always of uſe ;- it is the 
halloosrof encouragement to the leading hounds, when 
injudiciouſly given, that ſpoil your ſport. I am ſorry to 
ſay view halloos, frequently, do more harm, than good. 
They are pleaſing to ſportſmen, but prejudicial to hounds. 
If a ſtrong cover be full af foxes, and they are often hal- 
loo d, hounds ſeldom take much pains in hunting them 
hence arifes that coldneſs and indifference, which ſomer 
times may be perceived in fox-hounds, while purſuing 


their game. 
You 


Lou aſk me, if I would take off my hounds to a hal- 
loo If chey are running with a good ſcent, I moſt cer- 
tainly would not if otherwiſe, and I could depend upon 
the-halloo, in ſome; caſes, I think, I would; for inſtance, 
when the fox is a great way before them, or perſiſts in 
running his foil ;-for-fuch- foxes: are difficult to kill, un- 
teſs you: endeavour to get nearer to them by ſome means 
or other. When you hunt after them, it frequently 
n that the longer . run, the further you are 
WS: 


ee AG, 


Mons dence are out of 3 Dy” a Fug runs | his 
foil, you need not. ſcruple to ſtop the tail hounds, and 


throw them in at head; or, if the cover has any ridings 

cut in it, and the fox be often ſeen, your huntſman, by 
keeping ſome hounds at his horſe's heels, at the firſt hal loo 
that he hears, may throw them in cloſe at him.—This 
will put him out of his pace, and perhaps, put him off 
his foil.—It will be neceſſary, when you do this, that 
the whipper-in ſhould ſtop the pack from hunting after, 
and get forward with them to the huntſman.— I have 
already given it as my opinion, that hounds may be hal- 
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loo'd too much. If they are often uſed, to a halloo, they 
will expect it, and may truſt, perhaps, to their ears, and 
eyes, more than to their noſes. If they are often taken 
from the ſcent, it teaches them to ſhuffle, and probably 
will make them ſlack in cover: it ſhould be done, there- 
fore, with great caution ; not too often; and always ſhould 
be well-timed. Famous huntſmen, I think, by making 
too frequent a uſe of this, ſometimes hurt their hounds. 
I have heard of a ſportſman, who never ſuffers his hounds 
to be lifted ; he lets them pick along the coldeſt ſcent, 
through flocks of ſheep: this, 1s a particular ſtyle of fox- 
hunting, which, perhaps, may ſuit the country, in which - 
that gentleman hunts. I confeſs to you, I do not think 
it would ſucceed in a bad ſcenting country, or indeed, 
in any country, where foxes are wild ;—whilſt hounds can 
get on with the ſcent, it cannot be-right to take them off 
from it ; but when they are ſtopped for want of it, it can- 
not then be wrong to give them every advantage you 
can. 


Ir is wrong to ſuffer hounds to hunt after others that 
are gone on with the ſcent, for how are they to get up to 
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them, with a worſe ſcent ?—Beſides, it makes them tye 
on the ſcent, teaches them to run dog, and deſtroys that 
laudable ambition of getting forward, which is the chief 
excellence of a fox-hound. A good huntſman will ſel- 
dom ſuffer his head hounds to run away from him; if it 
ſhould ſo happen, and they are ſtill within his hearing, 
he ſinks the wind with the feſt of the pack, and gets to 
— Though I ſuffer not a pack of 
fox-hounds to hunt after ſuch as may be a long way be- 


them as faſt as he can.— 


fore the reſt, for reaſons which I have juſt given; yet, 
when a ſingle hound is gone on with the ſcent, I ſend a 
whipper-in to ſtop him. Were the hounds to be taken 
off the ſcent to get to him, and he ſhould no longer have 
any ſcent when they find him, the fox would be loſt by it. 
This is a reaſon, why in large covers, and particularly 
ſuch as have many roads in them, ſkirting hounds ſhould 
be left at home on windy days, 8 


SKIRTERS, I think, you may find hurtful, both in men 
and dogs. Such as ſkirt to ſave their horſes, often head 
the fox, Good ſportſmen never quit hounds, but to be 
of ſervice to them: with men of this deſcription, ſkirting 


Ee 2 'becomes 
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becomes a neceſſary part of fox-hunting, and is of the 
greateſt uſe. Skirters! beware of à furze- brake. If you 
head back the fox, the hounds, moſt probably will kill 
him in the brake, Such as ride after the hounds, at the 
ſame time that they do no good, are leaſt likely to do 
harm; let ſuch only as underſtand the buſineſs, and 
mean to be of ſervice to the hounds, ride wide of them. 
I cannot however allow, that the riding cloſe up to hounds, 
is always a ſign of a good ſportſman; — if it were, a mon- 
key, on a good horſe, would be the beſt ſportſman in the 
field. Here muſt I cenſure, (but with reſpect) that 
eager ſpirit which frequently interrupts, and ſometimes 

is fatal to ſport in fox-hunting; for, though I cannot ſub- 
ſcribe to the doctrine of my friend ****** « that a pack of 
ct fox-hounds would do better without a huntſman, than with 
te one; and that if left to themſelves, they would never 
ce loſe a fox; yet, if allowing them their uſual atten- 
dants, he had objected only to the ſportſmen who follow 
them, I muſt have joined iſſue with him. Whaeyer has 
followed hounds, has ſeen them frequently hurried be- 
yond the ſcent ; and whoeyer is eonverſant in hunting, 
muſt know, that the ſteam of many hoſes, carried by 
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6 bed happens, that a good horſeman is not ſo 
well in with hounds, as an indifferent one, becauſe he 
ſeldom will condeſcend to get off his horſe; I believe, 
the beſt way to follow hounds acroſs a country, is to keep 
on the line of them, and to diſmount at once, when you 
come to a leap, which you do not chooſe to take; for i in 
looking. about for eaſier places, much time is loſt. In 
following hounds; it may be uſeful to you to know, that 
when in cover, they run up the wind, you cannot in rea- 
ſon be too far behind them, as long as you have a per- 
ſect hearing of them, and can command them; and; on 
the contrary, when they are running down the wind, 2 
cannot keep too cloſe to them. 


Vou complain, that foxes are in too great plenty; be- 
lieve me, it is a good fault. I ſhould as ſoon have ex- 
pected to have heard your neighbour R complain 
of having too much money ; however, it is not without a 
remedy ; ; hunt the fame covers conſtantly, and you will ſoon 


diſſ perſe 


in half an hour. If your own pack be not ſtrong enough 


Foxes thus diſturbed, will ſhift their quarters; they know 


get a run over ſuch a country, the likelieſt means will be, 
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diſperſe them. If; your pack be ſtrong enough, divide 
it; hunt every day, and you will catch many tired foxes; 
I remember to have killed a brace” in one morning, in 
the ſtrongeſt ſeaſon ; the firſt in ten minutes,” the ſecond 


to hunt more than every other day, get a pack of har- 
riers to hunt hare in the cover, the intermediate day. 


their enemies, and | ſmell in the night, where they have 
been in the day, and will not ſtay where they are likely 
to be diſturbed by them. Follow them for one week in 
this manner, and I do not think you will have any rea- 
ſon, afterwards, to complain that they are in too great 
plenty. 


Wu covers are much diſturbed, foxes will ſometimes 
break as ſoon as they hear a hound. Where the country 
round 1s very open, the fox leaſt likely to break is the 
one which you are hunting ; he will, be very unwilling to 
quit the cover, if it be a large one, unleſs he can get a 
great diſtance before the hounds. If you are deſirous to 


to 
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to. poſt a quiet and ſkilful perſon to halloo one off, and 


lay on to him. The further he is before you, the leſs 
likely. he will be to return. The beſt method, powever, 
to hunt a cover like this, is to ſtick conſtantly to it, not 
ſuffering the hounds to break, as long as one fox remains; 
do this, two or three hunting days following ; foxes will 
then fly, and you will have good chaces. 


NoTHiNG is more hurtful to hounds, than the frequent 
changing of their country; ſhould they change from a 
good ſcenting country to a bad one, unleſs they have 
luck on their ſides, they may be ſome time without kil- 
ling a fox; whereas hounds have always a great adyan- 
tage in a country which they are uſed to. They not only 

know better where to find their game, but they will alſo 
purſue it, with more alacrity afterwards, 


Tus letter began by a digreſſion in favour of hunting; 
it will end with the opinion of a Frenchman, not ſo fa- 
vourable to it. This gentleman was in my neighbour- 
hood on a viſit to the late Lord C——, who, being a 
great ſportſman, thought he could not oblige his friend 


more, 
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ce votre chaſſe eft une chaſſe diaboligue. 
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more, - than. by offering him to partake of an amuſement, 


which he himſelf was ſo fond of; he therefore mounted 


him on one of his beſt . horſes, and ſhewed:.him a fox- 
chace. The Frenchman, after having . been well ſhaken, 
dirted, tired, run. away with, and thrown down; was 
aſked, on his return, *© comment il avoit trouvẽ la chaſſe.” — 
« Morbleu! Milord,” ſaid he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, 
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e I proceed on my ſubject, give me leave 
to ſet you right in one particular, where I perceive I have 
been miſunderſtood by you. You ſay, you little expected 
to ſee the abilities of a huntſman degraded beneath that 
of a whipper- in. This is a ſerious charge againſt me, 
as a ſportſman; and though I cannot allow that I have 
put the cart before the horſe, in the manner you are 
pleaſed to mention, yet you have made it neceſſary for 
me to explain myſelf further about it. 

I MusT therefore remind you, that I ſpeak of my own 
country only, a country full of riot, where the covers are 
large, and where there is a chace full of deer, and full 
of game. In ſuch a country as this, you that know ſo 
well how neceſſary it is for a pack of fox-hounds to be 
ſteady, and to be kept together, ought not to wonder 
that I ſhould prefer an excellent whipper-in, to an excel- 

. Ff lent 


I could do better with mediocrity in the one, than in the other, — 


tinue to think, that his hounds know beſt how to hunt 
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lent huntſman. No one knows better than you do, how 
eſſential a good Adjutant is to a regiment: believe me, 
a good whipper-in is not leſs ſo to a pack of fox-hounds. 
But, I muſt beg you to obſerve, that I only mean, that 


If I have written any thing in a former letter that implies 
more, I beg leave to retract it in this —Yet I muſt confeſs 
to you, that a famous huntſman I am not very ambitious 
to have, unleſs it neceſſarily followed, that he muſt have 
famous hounds; a concluſion I cannot admit, as long as 
theſe, ſo famous gentlemen, will be continually attempt- 
ing to do themſelves, what it would be much better if 
they would permit their hounds to do: beſides, they ſel- 
dom are good ſervants, are always conceited, and ſome- 
times impertinent. I am very well fatisfied, if my huntf- 
man knows his country, knows his hounds, and rides well 
up to them, and has ſome knowledge of the nature of the 
animal which he is in purſuit of; and ſo far am I from 
wiſhing him to be famous, that I hope he will ſtill con- 


a fox, 


5 You | 
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Lo ſay, you agree with me, that a huntſman ſhould 
ſtick cloſe to his hounds, —lIf then his place is fixed, 
and that of the firſt whipper-in (where you have two) 
is not, I cannot but think genius may be at leaſt as uſeful 
in one, as in the other: for inſtance, while the huntſman 
is riding to his head hounds, the whipper-in, if he has 
genius, may ſhew it in various ways; he may clap for- 
ward to any great earth, that may, bychance, be open ;— 
he may ſink the wind to halloo, or mob a fox, when the 
ſcent fails; —he may keep him off his foil ;—he may {top 
the tail hounds, and get them forward ; and has it fre- 
quently in his power to aſſiſt the hounds, without doing 
them any hurt, provided he has ſenſe to diſtinguiſh where 
he is wanted moſt. Beſides, the moſt eſſential part of 
fox-hunting, the making, and keeping the pack ſteady, 
depends entirely upon him; as a huntſman ſhould ſeldom 
rate, and never flog a hound. — In ſhort, I conſider the 
firſt whipper- in as a ſecond huntſman; and, to be perfect, 
he ſhould be as capable of hunting the hounds, as the 
huntſman himſelf. 


Tou cannot too much recommend to your whipper-in 
to get to the head of his hounds, before he attempts to 
Ff2 ſtop 
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ſtop them. The rating behind is to little purpoſe, and if 
they are in cover, may prevent him from knowing who 
the culprits are. When your hounds are running a fox, 
he then ſhould content himſelf with ſtopping ſuch as are 
riotous, and ſhould get them forward. They may be 
condemned upon the ſport, but the puniſhment ſhould be 
deferred till the next day, when they may be taken out 
on purpoſe to commit the fault, and ſuffer the puniſh- 
ment. I agree with you, that young hounds cannot be 
awed too much; yet ſuffer not your puniſhment of them 
to exceed their offence.—l could wiſh to draw a line be- 
twixt juſtice and barbarity, 


A wHIPPER-IN, while breaking in young hounds, ſome- 
times will rate them, before they commit the fault: this 
prevents them, for that time; but they will be juſt as 
ready to begin the next opportunity, Had he not better 
let them quite alone, till he ſees what they would be at? 
The diſcipline then may be proportioned. to the degree of 
the offence. Whether a riotous young, hound runs little 
or much, is of ſmall conſequence, if he be not encouraged: 
it is the blood only that ſignifies, which in every kind at 


riot ſhould carefully be prevented, . 
4 
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- My general orders to my whipper-in, are, if when he 
rates a hound, the hound does not mind him, to take 
him up immediately, and give him a ſevere flogging. 
Whippers-in are too apt to continue rating, even when 
they find that rating does not avail. There is but one 
way to ſtop ſuch hounds; which is, to get to the heads of 
them. 


I alſo tell him, never on any account to ſtrike 
a hound, unleſs the hound is at the ſame time ſenſible 
what it is for ;—never to ſtrike a hound that does not de- 
ſerve it, and to ſtrike thoſe hard that do. 


IT is ſeldom neceſſary to flog hounds to make them 
obedient, ſince obedience is the firſt leſſon they are taught. 
Yet, if any are more riotous than the reſt, they may re- 
ceive a few cuts in the morning, before they leave the 
kennel. Pp 


Wurn hounds are unſteady, every poſſible means ſhould 
be taken to make them otherwiſe. 


A hare, or a deer, 
put into the kennel amongſt them, may then be neceſſary. 
Huntſmen are too fond of kennel diſcipline. You already 
know my opinion of it. I never allow it, but in caſes of 


great 
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great neceſſity. I then am always preſent myſelf, to pre- 
vent the exceſs of it. To prevent an improper and bar- 


barous uſe of ſuch diſcipline, I have already told you, is 
one of the chief objects of theſe letters. If what Mon- 
taigne ſays be true, © that there is a certain general claim 

of kindneſs and benevolence, which every creature has a 


right to from us,“ ſurely we ought not to ſuffer unneceſ- 
ſary ſeverity to be uſed with an animal, to whom we are 


obliged for ſo much diverſion: and what opinion ought 


we to have of the huntſman, who inflicts it on an animal, 


to whom he owes his daily bread. 


Sven of my hounds as are very riotous, are taken out 


'by themſelves on the days when they do not hunt, and 


properly puniſhed ; and this is continued whilſt my pa- 
tience laſts; which of courſe depends on the value of the 
dog. At is a trial betwixt the whipper-in and the dog, 
which will tire firſt; and the whipper-in, I think, gene- 


rally prevails.— If this method will not make them ſteady, 


no other can; they then are looked upon as incorrigible, 


and are put away. 


Such 
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Such hounds, as are notorious offenders, ſhould alſo 


feel the laſh, and hear a rate, as they go to the cover; it 


may be an uſeful hint to them, and may prevent a ſeverer 
flogging afterwards. A ſenſible whipper-in will wait his 
opportunity to ſingle out his hound; he will then hit him 
hard, and rate him well; whilſt a fooliſh one will often 
hit a dog he did not intend to hit; will ride full gallop 
into the midſt of the hounds; will, perhaps, ride over 
ſome of the beſt of them, and put the whole pack into 
confuſion, —T his is a manceuvre I cannot bear to ſee. 


Haves a care! are words which ſeldom do any harm; 
ſince hounds, when they are on a right ſcent, will not 
mind them. Let your whipper-in be careful how he encou- 
rages the hounds; that, improperly done, may ſpoil your 
pack, 


A WHIPPER-IN Will rate a hound, and then endeavour 
to flog him. A dog, after having been rated, will na- 
turally avoid the whip.— Tell your whipper-in, whenever 
a hound deſerves the laſh, to hit him firſt, and rate him 
afterwards. 

WHERE 
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Wren there are two whippers- in, one ought always to 
be forward. When there is only one, he, to be perfect, 
ſhould be a very Mungo, here, there, and every where. 


You will find it difficult to keep your people in their 
proper places; I have been obliged to ſtop back my- | 
ſelf to bring on hounds, which my ſervants had left 
behind. I cannot give you a greater proof how neceſſary 
it is, that a whipper-in ſhould bring home all his hounds, 
than by telling you, that 1 had loſt an old hound for ten 
days, and ſent all the country over to enquire after him; 
and at laſt, when I thought no more about him, in draw- 
ing a large cover in the country where he had been loſt, 
he joined the pack; he was exceedingly emaciated, and 
it was a long time before he was recovered. —How he 
ſubſiſted all that time, I cannot imagine. When any of 
your hounds are miſſing, you ſhould ſend the whipper-in 
back immediately to look for them ;—it will teach him 
to keep them more together, 


Tux getting forward the tail hounds is a neceſſary part 
of fox-hunting, in which you will find a good whipper-in 
of the greateſt uſe. He muſt alſo get forward himſelf at 
times, when the huntſman is not with the hounds ; but 


the 
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the hana whipper-in, (who dane is a young lad, 


ignorant of his buſineſs) on no account ought to eneou- 
rage or rate a hound, but when he is quite certain it is 


right to do it; nor is he ever to get forward, as long as a 
ſingle hound remains behind. 

Halloo forward, is certainly a neceſſary and a good 
halloo ; but is it not uſed too indiſcriminately ?—it is for 
ever in the mouth of a whipper-in. If your hounds are 
never uſed to that halloo, till after a fox is found, you 
will * them fly to it.—At other times, other halloos will 
anſwer the purpoſe of getting them on as well. 


Mosr huntſmen, I believe, are jealous of the whipper- 


in; they frequently look on him as a ſucceſſor, and there- 
fore do not very readily admit him into the kennel; yet, 
in my opinion, it is neceſſary he ſhould go there, for he 
ought to be well acquainted 1 with the hounds, who ſhould 
know and follow him, as well as the huntſman. 


Sx * N 45 p iu * £ k * F 14 ; 


| I aw ſorry to hear your hounds are ſo unſteady ;j—it is 


ſearcely poſlible to have ſport with unſteady hounds ; they 
G6 g : are 
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are half tired before the fox is found, and are not to be 
depended upon afterwards.,—lt is a great pleaſure when a 
hound challenges, to be cerain he is right : it is a cruel 
diſappointment to hear a rate immediately ſucceed it, and 
the ſmacking of whips, inſtead of halloos of encourage- 
ment. A few riotous and determined hounds do a deal 
of miſchief in a pack.—Never, when you can avoid. it, 
put them among the reſt let them be taken out by 
themſelves, and well chaſtiſed, and if you find them in- 
corrigible, hang them. The common ſaying, evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners, holds good with regard 
to hounds; they are eaſily corrupted, The ſeparating of 
the riotous ones from thoſe' which are ſteady, anſwers 
many good purpoſes, It not only prevents the latter 
from getting the blood they ſhould not, but it alſo pre- 
vents them from being over awed by the ſmacking 
of whips, which is too apt to obſtruct drawing, and 
going deep into cover, A couple of hounds, which 1 
received from a neighbour laſt year, were hurtful to my 
pack. They had run with a pack of harriers; and, as I 
ſoon found, were neyer afterwards to be broken from 
hare, It was the beginning of the ſeaſon, covers were 

| thick, 
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thick, hares in plenty, and we ſeldom killed leſs than 
five or fix in a morning. The pack at laſt got ſo much 
blood, that they would hunt them as if they were de- 
ſigned to hunt nothing elſe. —I parted with the two 
hounds ;' and the others, by proper management, are be- 
come as ſteady as they were before, You will remind 
me, perhaps, that they were draft hounds.—It is true, 
they were ſo; but they were three or four years hunters ; 
an age when they might be ſuppoſed to have known 
better.! adviſe you, unleſs a known good pack of 
hounds are to be diſpoſed of, not to accept old hounds. 
I mention this to encourage the breeding of hounds, 
and as the likelieſt means of getting a handſome, good, 
and feady pack: though I give you this advice, it is true, 
I have accepted draft-hounds myſelf, and ſome have been 
very good: but they were the gift of the friend, men- 
tioned by me in a former letter; and, unleſs you meet 
with ſuch another, old hounds will not prove worthy your 
acceptance:—they never can be very good, and may bring 
vices along with them, to ſpoil your pack. If old hounds 
are unſteady, it may not be in your power to make them 
otherwiſe; and I can aſſure you from experience, that an 

Geg 2 unſteady 
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unſteady old hound will give you more trouble than all 
your young ones. The latter will at leaſt ſtop ; but an 
obſtinate old hound will frequently run mute, if he finds 
he can run no other way: beſides, old hounds; that are 
unacquainted with your people, will not readily hunt for 
them, as they ought ; and ſuch as were ſteady in their 
own pack, may become unſteady in yours. I once ſaw 
an extraordinary inſtance of this, when I kept harriers. 
Hunting one day on the downs, a well-known fox-hound 
of a neighbouring gentleman came and joined us, and as 
he both ran faſter than we did, and ſkirted more, he 
broke every fault, and killed many hares. I ſaw this hound 
often in his own pack afterwards, where he was perfectly 
ſteady; and, though he conſtantly hunted in covers, 
where hares were in great plenty, I never remember to 
have ſeen him run one ſtep after them. | 


I am ſorry to hear ſo bad an accident has happened to 

your pack, as that of killing ſheep; but, I apprehend, 
from your aceount of it, that it proceeded from idleneſs, 
rather than vice. The manner in which the ſheep were 
killed, may give you . inſight into it; old practi- 


tioner 8 
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tioners generally ſeizing by the neck, and ſeldom, if ever, 


behind. This, like other vices, ſometimes runs in the 


blood: in an old hound, it is, I believe, incorrigible : 
the beſt way, therefore, will be to hang all thoſe, which, 
after two or three whippings, cannot be cured of it. In 
ſome countries hounds are more inclined to kill ſheep, 
than they are in others. Hounds may be ſteady in coun- 
tries where the covers are fenced; and ſheep are only to 
be ſeen in flocks, either in large fields, or on open downs; 
and the ſame hounds may be unſteady in foreſts and 
heathy countries, where the ſheep are not leſs wild than 
the deer. However, hounds, ſhould they move but a 
ſtep after them, ſhould undergo the ſevereſt diſcipline ; 
if young hounds do it from idleneſs, that, and plenty of 
work, may reclaim them ; for old hounds, guilty of this 
vice, I know, as I ſaid before, of but one ſure remedy— 
the halter. | 


Thou I ſo ſtrongly recommend to you, to make 
your hounds ſteady, from having ſeen unſteady packs, 
yet I muſt alſo ſay, that I have frequently ſeen the men 
even more unſteady than the hounds, It is ſhocking to 
hear hounds halloo'd one minute, and rated the next.— 


Nothing 
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Nothing offends a good ſportſman ſo much, or is in itſelf 
ſo hurtful. I will give you an inſtance of the danger of 
it; my beagles were remarkably ſteady ; they hunted 
hare in Cranbourn Chace, where deer are in great plenty, 
and would draw for hours, without taking the leaſt notice 
of them. When tired of hare-hunting, I was inclined to 
try if 1 could find any diverſion in hunting of fallow 
deer. I had been told it would be impoſſible to do it 
with the ſame hounds ; and, to put it to the trial, I took 
them into a cover of my own, which has many ridings 
cut in ir, and where are many deer. The firſt deer we 
ſaw, we halloo'd, and by great encouragement, and con- 
ſtant hallooing, there were but few of theſe ſteady hounds 
but would run the ſcent.— They hunted deer conſtantly 
from that day, and never loſt one afterwards. Dogs are 
ſenſible animals; they ſoon find out what 1s required of 
them, when we do not confuſe them by our own heed- 
leſſneſs: when we encourage them to hunt a ſcent they 
have been rated from, and, perhaps, ſeverely chaſtiſed: 


for hunting, they muſt needs think us very cruel, capri- 
cious, and inconſiſtent. 


i 
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Ir you know any pack that is very unſteady, depend 


upon it, either no care has been taken in entering the 


young hounds to make them ſteady, or elſe, the men, 


afterwards, by hallooing them on improperly, and to a 


wrong ſcent, have forced them to become ſo. 


Tux firſt day of the ſeaſon, I adviſe you to take out 


your pack where you have leaſt riot, and where you are 
moſt ſure to find: for, notwithſtanding their ſteadineſs 


at the' end of the laſt ſeaſon, long reſt, may have made 


them otherwiſe. If you have any hounds more vitious 


than the reſt, they ſhould be left at home a day or two, 
till the others are well in blood: your people, without 


doubt, will be particularly cautious, at the beginning of 
the ſeaſon, what hounds they halloo to; for if they ſhould . 


be encouraged on a wrong ſcent, it will be a great hurt 
to them. 


Tus firſt day that you hunt in the foreſt, be alſo parti- 
cularly cautious, what hounds you take out. All ſhould be 
ſteady from deer; you afterwards may put others to them, 
a few at a time. I have ſeen a pack draw ſteadily enough; 
and yet, when running hard, fall on a weak deer, and reſt 
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as contented, as if they had killed their fox. Theſe 
hounds were not chaſtiſed, Fa ws in the fact, but 
were ſuffered to draw on for a, eſh fox; I had. rather 
they had undergone ſevere, dif be finding of 
another fox with them afterwards, might then have been 

of ſervice 3, otherwiſe, in my opinion, it could only ſerve 


to encourage, them in the vice, and make dem worſe 
and worſe. | 


4 4 3 : 3 * i 1 12 
* 4 # 4 7 
#= > 5 « Dn ws” , * * * 1 0 - wa * 


4 


I uusr mention an inſtance of extraordinary ſagacity 
in a fox beagle, which once belonged to the Duke of 
Cumberland. I entered him at hare, to which he was 
immediately ſo ſteady, that he would run nothing elſe. 
When a fox was found by the beagles, which ſometimes 
happened, he would conſtantly come to the heels of the 
huntſman's horſe : ſome years afterwards I hunted fox 
only, and though I parted with moſt of the others, I kept 
him : he went out conſtantly with the pack, and as hares 
were ſcarce in the country I then hunted, he did no hurt : 
the moment a fox was found, he came to the horſe's 
heels. This continued ſome time, till catching view of 
a fox that was ſinking, he ran in with the reſt, and was 
well blooded. He, from hat time to the day of his 


death, 
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death, was not only as ſteady a hound to fox, as ever I 
knew, but became alſo our very beſt finder. bred 
ſome buck-hounds from him, and they are rennarable 
for never nnn _ a hunted _— 


Your huntſman's en is a very curious one: 
—he is particularly happy in the ſpelling. My huntſman 
is author of the encloſed. It may make you laugh, and 
is perhaps no improper return for yours, 


* 


SIR 


HoxoRED I beg your honouers pardon a thouſand 
times my wicked daufter is brout to bed this day God be 
praisd the child Is dead har mother nor I new nothing of 
it nor nobody as I can hear off tis that vile fellow R 
P-—— at —— as he has acted ſuch a Roges part ſhe ſhall 
not have him by no means I am all moſt at my wits end 
I dont now what to do. I bag your honouer will Conſider 
me and Let har ſtay in har place I dont hear but that all 
har fellow ſarvants likes har very well I have been out 
H h with 
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with the hounds this day to ayer the froſt is very bad the 
hounds are all pure well at preſent and horſes ſhepard has 
had a misfortin with his mare ſhe hung harſelf with the 
holter and throd har ſelf and broak har neck and frac tard 
ſkul ſo we was forsd to nock har In the head from your 
_ ever er Humbel Sarvant. 111 4 

| * * ** * *. * K K : 
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F INDING, by your laſt letter, that an early hour 
does not ſuit you, I will mention ſome particulars which 
may be of uſe to you, when you hunt late : an early hour 
is only neceſſary where covers are lar ge, and foxes ſcarce; 
where they are in plenty, you may hunt at any hour you 
pleaſe. When foxes are weak, by hunting late you have 
better chaces ; ; when they are ſtrong, give me leave to 
tell you, vou muſt hunt early, or you will not always kill 
them. I think, however, when you 80 out late, you 
ſhould go immediately to the place where you are moſt 
likely to find; which, generally ſpeaking, is the cover 
that hounds have been leaſt in. If the cover be large, 
you ſhould draw only ſuch parts of it as a fox is likely to 
kennel in; it is uſeleſs to draw any other at a late hour. 
Beſides, though | it is always right to find as ſoon as you 


can, yet it is never ſo neceſſary as when the day is far 
Hh 2 advanced; 
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advanced ;—if you do not find ſoon, a long and tireſome 
day is generally the conſequence. Where the cover is 
thick, you ſhould draw it as exactly as if you were trying 
for a hare; particularly if it be furzy; for, when there 
is no drag, a fox, at a late hour, will lie till the hounds 
come cloſe upon him. Having drawn one cover, let your 
huntſman ſtay for his hounds, and take them along with 
him to another: I have known hounds to find a fox after 
the huntſman had left the cover. The whippers-in are 
not to be ſparing of their whips, or voices, on this occaſion, 
and are to come through the middle of the cover, to be 
certain that they leave no hounds behind. 
A HUNTSMAN will complain of hounds for ſtaying be- 
hind in cover.—It is a great fault, and makes the hound 
that has it of little value ;—a fault frequently occaſioned 
by his own miſmanagement. Having drawn one cover, 
he hurries away to another, and leaves the whipper-in 
to bring on the hounds after him; but the whipper-in 
is ſeldom leſs deſirous of getting forward than the huntſ- 
man; and, unleſs they come off eaſily, it is not often 
that he gives himſelf much concern about them. —Alfo, 
hounds, that are left too long at their walks, will acquire 
this 
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this trick from hunting by themſelves, and are not eaſily 
broken of it. Having ſaid all I can at preſent recol- 
left of 'the duty of a whipper-in, I ſhall now proceed to 
give you a further account of hat of a huntſman. What 
has already been ſaid on the ſubject of drawing, and 
caſting, related to the fox-chace deſcribed in a former 
letter. Much, without doubt, is {till left to ſay; and 1 
will endeavour, as well as I am able, to make good the 
deficiency.——1 ſhall conſider, firſt, in what manner he 
ſhould _T and es, how * ſhould caſt his 
hounds. 


THE fixing on the country you intend to hunt, a day 
or two before, is a great hindrance to ſport in fox-hunt- 
ing. Tou, that have the whole country to yourſelf, and 
can hunt on either fide of your houſe, as you pleaſe, 
ſhould never, (when you can help it) fix your place of 
hunting, till you ſee what the weather 1 is. The moſt pro- 
bable means to have good chaces, is to chooſe your coun- 
try according to the wind. 


Hours that lie idle, are always out of wind, and 
are Oy fatigued. * he firſt day you go out after a long 
froſt 
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froſt, you cannot expect much ſport; take, therefore, 
conſiderably more than your uſual number of , hounds, 
and throw them into the largeſt cover that you have; 
if any foxes are in the country, it is here you will find 
them. After once or twice going out in this manner, you 
ſhould reduce your number. | 

Bzrore a huntſman goes into the kennel to draft his 
hounds, let him determine within himſelf the number of 
hounds he intends to take out; as likewiſe the number 
of young hounds that he can venture in the country where 
he is going to hunt. Different countries may require dif- 
ferent hounds : ſome may require more hounds than others: 
it is not an eaſy matter to draft hounds properly; nor can 
any expedition be made in it, without ſome method. 


3 


ich 4331, „ 1 IM 
I sxrpon ſuffer many unſteady hounds to be taken out 
together; and when I do, I take care that none ſhall go 
with them but ſuch as they cannot ſpoil. 


Wen the place of meeting, and time are fixed, every 
huntſman ought to be as exact to them as it is poſſible for 
him to be. On no account is he to be before the time; 

N yet, 
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yet, on ſome occaſions, it might be better, perhaps, for 
the diverſion, were he permitted to be after it. The 
courſe your huntſman intends to take in drawing, ought 
alſo to: be 1 underſtood before he leaves the kennel. 


1 
„ 


Ix your huntſman, without inconvenience, can begin 
drawing at the fartheſt cover down the wind, and ſo draw 
from cover to cover up the wind till you find, let him 
do it: it will have many advantages attending it: he will 
draw the ſame covers in half the time your people 
cannot fail of being in their proper places ;—you will 
have leſs difficulty in getting your hounds off ;—and as 
the fox will moſt probably run the covers that have been 
already drawn; you are certain not to change. 


Jupiciovs huntſmen will obſerve where foxes like beſt 
to.lie.-[n chaces and foreſts, where you have a great 
tract of cover to draw, ſuch obſervation is neceſſary, or 
you will loſe much time in finding. Generally ſpeaking, 
I think they are fondeſt of ſuch as lie high, and are dry 
and thick at bottom; ſuch alſo as lie out of the wind; 
and- facks as are on che ſunny ſide of hills.— The ſame 


cover 
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cover where you find one fox, when it has remained quiet 
any eines, will. an en another. 

in, 5 to o little nad 4 to | dent Male en at the 
time when nuts are gathered; furze covers, or two or 
three years coppices, are then the only quiet places a fox 
can kennel in: zhey alſo are diſturbed when pheaſant- 
ſhooting begins, and older covers are more likely. 
The ſeaſon when foxes are moſt wild and ſtrong is 
about Chriſtmas ; a huntſman, then, muſt loſe no time in 
drawing he muſt draw up the wind; unleſs the cover be 
very large, in which caſe it may be better perhaps to 
croſs it, giving the hounds a ſide wind, leſt he ſhould be 
obliged to turn down the wind at laſt ;—1n either caſe let 
him draw as quietly as he can, 


Youns coppices, at this time, are quite bare: the. moſt 


likely places are four or five years coppices, nad ſuch as 


are furzy at bottom. 


Ir is eaſy to perceive, by the account you give of your 
hounds, that they do not draw well; your huntſman, there- 
fore, muſt be particularly attentive to them after a wet 

night, 
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night. The beſt drawing hounds are ſhy of ſearching 
a cover, when it is Wet; Fouts, if care is not taken, will 
not go into it at all: your huntſman ſhould ride into 
the likelieſt part of the cover, and, as it is probable there 
will be no drag, the cloſer he draws the better : he muſt 
not draw too much an end, but ſhould croſs the cover 
backwards and forwards, taking care at the ſame time to 
give his TEE as much the ln as poſſible, 


It is not often you will ſee a pack perfectly ſteady, 
where there is much riot, and yet draw well: ſome 
hounds will not exert themſelves, till others challenge, 
and are © encouraged. . ON | 


I fear the many harriers you have in your neighbour-" 
hood will be hurtful to your ſport; by conſtantly diſ- 
turbing the covers, they will make the foxes ſhy, and 
when the covers become thin, there will be but little 
chance of finding foxes in them : furze covers are then 
the moſt likely places. Though I like not to ſee a 
huntſman'to a pack of fox-hounds ever off his horſe, yet, 
at a late hour, he ſhould draw a furze cover as ſlowly as 
if he were himſelf on foot. I am well convinced that 


ts hs | T1 | | huntſ- 
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huntſinen, by drawing in too great a hurry, leave foxes 
ſometimes behind them, I once ſaw a remarkable in- 
ſtance of it with my own hounds : we had drawn, (as we 
thought) a cover, which, in the whole, conſiſted of about 
ten acres z yet, whilſt the huntſman was blowing his horn, 
to. get his hounds off, one young. fox was halloo'd, and 
another was ſeen immediately after: it was a cover on 
the ſide of a hill, and the foxes had, kennelled cloſe to- 
gether at an extremity of it, where no hound had been.— 
Some huntſmen draw too quick, ſome too ſlow.— The 
time of the day, the behaviour of his hounds, and the 
covers they are drawing, will direct an obſerving huntſ- 


man in the pace which he ought to go. When you try a 
furze brake, let me give you one caution, — never halloo 
a fox till you ſee he is got quite clear of it; when a fox 
is found in ſuch places, hounds are ſure to go off well 
with him; and it muſt be owing either to bad ſcent, bad 
hounds, bad management, or bad luck, if they fail to 
kill him afterwards, | . 

II is uſual in moſt packs to rate, as ſoon as a young 
hound challenges. They often are wrong, yet, ſince it is 
not impoſſible that they may ſometimes be right, is it 
not 
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not better to have a little patience, in order to ſee whe- 
ther any of the old ones will join, before any ching! is ſaid 


to them. 


Never hunt your ſmall covers, till you have well rattled 
the large ones firſt; for until the foxes are thinned and 
diſperſed, where they are in plenty, it muſt be bad policy 
to drive others there to encreaſe the number.—If you 


would thin your foxes, you muſt throw off at the ſame 


cover as long as you can find a fox. If you come off with 


the firſt fox that breaks, you do not diſturb the cover, 


and may expect to find there again the next day; but 


where they are ſcarce, you ſhould never draw the ſame 


cover two days following. 


A421 


Wurx a fox ſlinks from his kennel, gets a great way 


before the hounds, and you are obliged to hunt after him 


with a bad ſcent; if you are in a country where foxes are 


in plenty, and you know where to find another, you had 
better do it. 


Wnunx hounds are drawing for a fox, let your people 


place Beraſelves 1 in ſuch a manner that he cannot go off 
| I12 _ unſeen, 
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unſeen, I have known them lie in ſheep's ſcrapes on the 
fide of hills, and in ſmall buſhes,” Where huntſmen never 
think of looking for them; yet, when they hear a hound, 
they generally ſhift their quarters, and make for cloſer 
covers. Gentlemen ſhould take this neceſſary part of 
for- hunting on themſelves, lors * ee _ other 
buſineſs to atten@ vo; =! ohen noms, ; 


I ArRovz not of long drags in large covers; they 


give too great an advantage to the fox, who frequently 
ſets off a long way before you. This may be prevented 
by throwing your hounds into that part of the cover, in 
which he is moſt likely to kennel : for want of this pre- 
caution, a fox ſometimes gets ſo far the ſtart of hounds, 
that they are not able to do any thing with him afrer- 
ward s. Alſo, when hounds firſt touch on a drag, ſome 
huntſmen are ſo careleſs, that while they are going on 
with it the wrong way themſelves, a ſingle hound finds 
the fox, and is not caught wth more N the . till he 
has loſt him again. . 


Foxes are ſaid to go down the wind to their kennel; 
but, I believe, they do not always obſerve that rule. 
HunTs- 
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Huxrsux, whilſt their hounds are drawing, or are at 
2 fault, frequently make ſo much noiſe themſelves, that 
they can hear nothing elſe : they ſhould always have an 
ear to an halloo. I once ſaw an extraordinary inſtance 
of the want of it in my own huntſman, who was making 
ſo much noiſe with his hounds, which were then at a 
fault, that a man halloo'd a long while before he heard 
him; and when he did hear him, ſo little did he know 
whence. the halloo came, that he rode a couple of miles 
the wrong way, and loſt the fox. 


Warten hounds approach a cover which it is intended 
they ſhould draw, and daſh away towards it, whippers-1n 


ride after them to ſtop them. It is too late, and they 


had better let them alone; it checks them in their draw- 
ing, and is of no kind of uſe ; it will be ſoon enough to 


begin to rate when they have found, and hunt improper | 


game; if a huntſman has his hounds under good com- 
mand, and is attentive to them, they will not break off 
till he chooſes they ſhould, If he goes by the ſide of 
a cover which he does not intend to draw, his whippers-1n 
muſt be in their proper places; but if he rides up to a 
cover with them unawed, uncontrouled; a cover where 


they 
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they have been uſed to find, they muſt be flack indeed, 
if they do not daſh into it. It is for that reaſon, better, 
I think, not to come to a cover always the ſame way; 
hounds, by not knowing what is going. forward, will be 
leſs likely to break off, and will draw more quietly. I 
have ſeen hounds ſo flaſhy, that they would break away 
from the huntſman as ſoon as they ſaw a cover; and I 
have ſeen the ſame hounds ſtop, when they got to the 
cover ſide, and not go into it. It is want of proper diſ- 
cipline which occaſions. faults like theſe. Hounds that 
are under ſuch command as never to leave their huntſ- 
man till he encourages them to do it, will be then fo 
confident, that l will not return to him again. 


Wine fox-hounds to ſtop, like ſtop- hounds, at the 
ſmack of a whip, they would not do their buſineſs the 
worſe for it, and it would give you many advantages very 
eſſential to your ſport: — ſuch, as when they have to wait 
under a cover ſide ;—when they run riot ;—when they 
| change ſcents ;—when a ſingle hound 1s on before ;—and 
when a fox is headed back into a cover. Hounds that 
are not under good command, ſubject you to many in- 
conveniencies ; and you may, at times, be obliged to go 


out 


ont of your way, or be made to draw a cover againſt 
your will. A famous pack of hounds, in my neighbour- 
hood; I mean, the late Lord C————n's, had no fault 
but what had its riſe from bad management; nor 1s it 
poſſible to do any thing with a pack of fox-hounds, unleſs 
they are obedient. They ſhould both love, and fear the 


huntſman ; they ſhould' fear him much, yet they ſhould 


love him more.—Without doubt hounds would do more 
for huntſmen, if they loved them better. Dogs, that are 
conſtantly with their maſters, acquire a wonderful deal of 
penetration, and much may be done through the medium 
of their affections. I attribute the extraordinary ſagacity 
of the buck-hound to the manner in which he is treated. 
He is the conſtant companion of his inſtructor and bege- 
factor, the man whom he was firſt taught to fear, and has 
ſince learned to love. Can we wonder that he ſhould be 
obedient to him? Oft have we viewed, with ſurpriſe, the 
hounds and the deer amuſing themſelves familiarly toge- 
| ther on the ſame lawn; living, as it were, in the moſt 


friendly intercourſe; and, with no leſs ſurpriſe have we 


heard the keeper give the word, when inſtantly the very 


nature 
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nature of the dog ſeemed changed; rouſed from his 
peaceful ſtate, he is urged on with a relentleſs fury, which 
only death can ſatisfy; the death of the very deer he is 
encouraged to purſue.— The buſineſs of the day over, 
ſee him follow careleſs and contented, his maſter's ſteps, 
to repoſe on the ſame lawn, where the frightened deer 
again return, and are again indebted to his courteſy 
for their wonted paſture. Wonderful proofs of obe- 
dience, ſagacity, and penetration! The many learned 
dogs, and learned horſes that ſo frequently appear, and 
aſtoniſh the vulgar, ſufficiently evince what education is 
capable of; and it is to education I muſt chiefly attribute 
the ſuperior excellence of the buck-hound, fince I have 


ſeen high-bred fox-hounds do the ſame under the ſame _ 


good. maſters, But to return to my ſubject.— 


Joux foxes, that have been much diſturbed, will lic 
at ground. I once found ſeven or eight in a cover, where 
the next day I could not find one; nor were they to be 
found elſewhere: the earths, at ſuch times, ſhould be 
ſtopt three or four hours before day, or you will find no 
foxes. ns 


THE 


Tux firſt day you hunt a cover that is full of foxes, and 
you want blood, let them not be checked back into the 
cover, which is the uſual, practice at ſuch times, but let 
ſome. of them get off: if you do not, what with conti- 
nual changing, and ſometimes running the heel, it is 
probable you will not kill any. Another precaution, I 
think, may be alſo neceſſary: that is, to ſtop ſuch earths 


only as you cannot dig. —If ſome foxes ſhould go to 


ground, it will be as well; and if you ſhould be in want 
of blood at laſt, you will then know where to get it. 


Ix is uſual, when people are not certain of the ſtea- 


dineſs of their hounds from deer, to find a fox in an ad- 
jacent cover, that they may be on their right ſcent when 
they come where deer are. I have my doubts of the pro- 
priety of this proceeding: if hounds have not been well 
awed from deer, it is not fit they at any rate ſnould come 
among them; but if hounds are tolerably ſteady, I had 
rather find a fox with them amongſt deer, than bring them 
afterwards into covers where deer are. By drawing 


amongſt them, they in ſome degree will be awed from the 
ſcent, and poſſibly may ſtick to the fox, when once he is 


found; but ſhould unſteady ' hounds, when high on their 
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mettle, run into a cover where deer are in plenty, there 
is no doubt, that the firſt check they come to, they will 
all fall off. I always have found hounds moſt inclined 
to riot, when moſt upon their mettle ;—ſuch as are given 
to ſheep, will then kill ſheep ; and ſuch as are not quite 
ſteady from deer, will then be moſt likely to break off 
after them. When hounds are encouraged on a ſcent, 
if they loſe that ſcent, it is then an unſteady hound is 
ready for any kind of miſchief, 0 


I Have been more particular than I otherwiſe ſhould 
have been, upon a ſuppoſition that your hounds draw 
ill; however, you need not obſerve all the cautions I 
have given, unleſs your hounds require them, 


Sou art may be neceſſary to make the moſt of the 
country that you hunt. I would adviſe you not to draw the 
covers near your houſe, while you can find elſewhere; it 
will make them certain places to find in, when you go 
out late, or may otherwiſe be in want of them. For the 
ſame reaſon, I would adviſe you not to hunt thoſe covers 
late in the ſeaſon ;—they ſhould not be much diſturbed 


after Chriſtmas. Foxes will then reſort to them, will 
| a breed 
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breed there, and you can preſerve (hula with little 
trouble. | 
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x HOUGH A huntſman ought to be as "Sear as poſſible 
at going i into a cover, he cannot be too noiſy at coming 
out of it again; and if at any time he ſhould turn back 
ſuddenly, let him give as much notice of it as he can to 
his hounds, or he will le ave many of them behind him ; 


and ſhould he turn down the wind, he may ſee no more 
of them. 5 | | 


py 
— E — — 


1 SHOULD be ſorry chat the ſilence of my huntfaan 
ſhould proceed, from. either of the following cauſes, — 
A huntſman that I once knew (who, by the bye, [ believe 
is at this time, a drummer in a marching regiment) 
went out one morning ſo very drunk, that he got off 
his horſe in the midſt of a thick cover, laid himfelf 
down, and went to ſleep :—he was loſt, nobody knew 
what was become of him, and ſhe {was at laſt found in 
the ſituation I have juſt deſcribed. He had however 
great good luck on his ſide; for at the very inſtant he 
was found, a fox was halloo'd ; upon which he mounted his 


K k 2 horſe, 
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horſe, rode deſperately, killed his fox handfomely, and 
was r | 


I REMEMBER another huntſman ſlent from a different 
cauſe; this was a ſulky one, Things did not go on to 
pleaſe him; he therefore alighted from his horſe i in the 
middle of a wood, and, as quietly as he could, collected 
his hounds about him; he then took an opportunity, when 
the coaſt was clear, to ſet off ſilently, and by himſelf, for 
another cover: however, his maſter, who knew his tricks, 
ſent others after him to bring him back; they found him 
running a fox moſt merrily, and to his great aſtoniſh- 
ment, they ſtopped the hounds, and made him go back 
along with them: This fellow had been often very ſe- 
VT OE but Was ſtubborn and hand to the laſt, 


To give you an 1 1 1 quit this ſubject, how 
little ſome people know of fox- hunting, I muſt tell you, 
that not long ago, a gentleman aſked me if I did not ſend 
people out the day before, to find where the foxes lay. 


Wæar relates to the calling of hounds, ſhall be the 
ſubjeRt of wy next letter. ads 


; 1 E T. 
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Is my ſeventeenth letter, I gave you the opinion of my 
friend e _——cc hat a pack of fox-bounds, if left en- 
« jjrely t0 themſelves, would never loſe a fox”, I am always 
ſorry, when J differ from that gentleman in any thing 3 
yet I am ſo far from thinking they never would loſe a 
fox, that I doubt much, if they would ever kill one, 
There are times, when hounds ſhould be helped, and at 
all times they muſt be kept forward : hounds will na- 
turally tie on a cold ſcent, when ſtopped by ſheep, or 
other impediments ; and when they are no longer able to 
get forward, will oftentimes hunt the old ſcent back a- 
gain; if they find that they can hunt no other. It is the 
judicious encouraging of hounds to hunt, when they can- 
not run, and the preventing them from loſing time by 
hunting too much, when they might run, that diſtin- 
guiſhes a good ſportſman from a bad one. Hounds that 


have 
Ds 
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have been well taught, will caſt forward to a hedge of 
their own accord: but you may aſſure - yourſelf, this ex- 
cellence is never acquired by ſuch as are left entirely to 
themſelves. To ſuffer a pack of fox-hounds to hunt 
thro' a flock of ſheep, when it is ſo eaſy to make a regu- 
lar caſt round them, is, in my judgment, the height of 
abſurdity,—it is wilfully loſing time to no purpoſe, | 
have indeed been told, that hounds at no time ſhould be 
taken off their noſes: 1 ſhall only fay, in anſwer to this, 
that a for-hound who will not bear lifting, is not worth 


the keeping; and I will venture to tay, it ſhould be made 
part of his education. 


17 1 Hike | to 1 0 3 caſt wide and for- 
ward, | and dillike to ſee them, pick a cold ſcent through 
| flocks of ſheep to no purpoſe, yet I muſt. beg leave to 
obſerve, that I diſlike Rill more to ſee that unaccountable 
hurry, which huntſmen will ſometimes put themſelves into, 
the moment their hounds are at a fault. Time ought al- 
ways to be allowed them, to make their own caſt; and if 
a huntſman is judicious, he will take that opportunity to 
conſider, what part he himfelf has next to act; but, inſtead of 


this, 


this, I have ſeen hounds hurried away the very ihſtant they 
came to a fault, a wide caſt made, and the hounds at 
laſt brought back again to the very place from whence 
they were ſo abruptly taken, and where, if the huntſman 
had had a minute's patience, they would have hit off the 
ſcent themſelves. It is always great impertinence in a 
huntſman to pretend to make a caſt himſelf, before the 
hounds have made theirs. Prudence ſhould dire& him 
to encourage, and I may ſay, humour his hounds, in the 
caſt they ſeem inclined to make, and either to ſtand ſtill, 
or trot round with them, as circumſtances may require, 


I nave ſeen huntſmen make their caſt on bad ground, 
when they might as eaſily have made it on good. I have 
ſeen them ſuffer their hounds to try in the midſt of a flock 
of ſheep, when there was a hedge near where they might 
have been ſure to take the ſcent; and I have ſeen a caſt 
made with every hound at their horſes heels. When a 
hound tries for the ſcent, his noſe is to the ground : when 
a huntſman makes a caſt, his eye ſhould be on his hounds; 
and when he ſees them ſpread wide, and 15 as ey _ 

his caſt may then be quick. 


WHEN 
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Wax hounds are at a fault, and the huntſman hal- 

loos them off the line of the ſcent, the whippers-in ſmack- 
ing their whips, and rating them after him, if he trots 
away with them, may not they think the buſineſs of the 
day is over ?—Hounds never, in my opinion, (unleſs in 
| particular caſes, or when you go to a halloo) ſhould he 
taken entirely off their noſes ; but when lifted, ſhould 
be conſtantly made to try as they go. Some huntſmen, 
have a dull, ſtupid way of ſpeaking to their hounds; at 
theſe times, little ſhould be ſaid; and chat ſhould have 
both meaning, and expreſſion in it. | 


WIEN your huntſman makes a caſt, 1 hope he makes it 
dert one way, before he tries another, as much time is 
loſt in going backwards and forwards. You will ſee 
huntſmen, when a forward caſt does not ſucceed, come 
ſlowly back again Setters th ſhould return as faſt as they 
can. N 


Wurx hounds are at a fault, and it is probable chat 
the fox has headed back, your caſt forward ſhould be 
ſhort, and quick; for the ſcent” is then likely to be behind 


you: 


HUNT 1 NG. 


you: too obſtinate a perſeverance forward, has been the 
loſs of many foxes. In heathy countries, if there are 
many roads, foxes will always run them, in dry wea- 
ther; when hounds therefore over-run the ſcent, if your 


huntſman returns to the firſt croſs road, he probably will 
hit off the ſcent again, 


In large covers, if there are many roads, in bad 
ſcenting days when theſe roads are dry, or after a thaw, 


when they carry, it is neceſſary your huntſman ſhould be 


near to his hounds to help them, and hold them forward. 
| Foxes will run the roads at theſe times, and hounds can- 
not always own the ſcent. When they are at a fault on a 


dry road, let not your huntſman turn back too ſoon, let 


him not ſtop till he can be certain that the fox is not 
gone on; the hounds ſhould try on both ſides the road 


at once: if he perceives that they try on one ſide only, 
on his return, let him try the other. 


IF a fox runs up the wind, when firſt found, and after- 
wards turns, he ſeldom, if ever, turns again. This obſer- 


vation may not only be of uſe to your huntſman in his 
| LI caſt, 
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caſt, but may | be of uſe, to you, if you ſhould. Joſe the 
hounds. 


Wx you are purſuing a fox over a country, the ſcent 
being bad, and the fox a long way before, without ever 
having been preſſed, if his poin tſhould be for ſtrong earths 
that are open, or for large covers, where game is inplenty, 
it may be acting wiſely to take off the hounds at the firſt 
fault they come to; for the fox will go many miles to 
your one, and probably will run you out of all ſcent; 
but if he ſhould not, you will be likely to change at 
the firſt cover you come into: when a fox has been hard 
preſſed, I have already given it as my opinion, that he 
never mould be given up. 
Wuxx you would recover a hunted fox, and have no 
longer ſcent to hunt him by, a long caſt to the firſt cover 
which he ſeems to point to, is the only reſource you have 
left: —get there as faſt as you can; and then let your 
hounds try as ſlowly and as quietly. as poſſible: if hunt- 
ing after him is hopeleſs, and a long caſt does not ſucceed, 
you had better give him up. Need I remind you that, 
Ts ; | when 
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when the ſcent lies badly, and you find it impoſſible 
for hounds to run, you had better return home; 
ſince the next day may be more favourable. It ſurely is 
a great fault in a huntſman to perſevere in bad weather, 
when hounds cannot run, and when there is not a pro- 

bability of killing a fox. Some there are, who, after 
they have loſt one fox for want of ſcent to hunt him by, 
will find another; this makes their hounds ſlack, and 
ſometimes vitious: it alſo diſturbs the covers to no pur- 
poſe. Some ſportſmen are more lucky in their days than 
others. If you hunt every other day, it is poſſible they 
may be all bad, and 'the intermediate days all good; an 
indifferent pack, therefore, by hunting on good days, 
may kill foxes, without any merit; and a good pack, not- 


withſtanding all their exertion, may loſe foxes which they 
deſerved t to kill. 


A pRTEOT knowledge of his country certainly is a great 
help to a huntſman : if yours, as yet, has it not, great 
allowance ought to be made. The trotting away with 
hounds' to 'make a long and knowing caſt, is a privilege 
which a new huntſman cannot pretend to : an experienced 


L12 gn” one 
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one may ſafely ſay, a fox has made for -fugh, a cover, 
whan he has known perhaps, that nine out of ten, 


with the wind in the ve "__ have _ ons 


thither, 


Ix a country where there are large earths, a fox that 
knows the country, and tries any of them, ſeldom fails 
to try the reſt. A huntſman may take advantage of this; 
they are certain caſts, and may help him to get nearer to 
his fox, 


GRrEaT caution is neceſſary when a fox runs into a vil- 
lage: if he is halloo'd there, get forward as faſt as you can. 
Foxes, when tired, will lie down any where, and are often 
loſt by it.—A wide caſt is not the beſt to recover a tired 
fox with tired hounds j—they ſhould hunt him out, inch 


by inch, though they are ever ſo long about it; for the 


reaſon J haye juſt given that he will lie down any where. 


Ix chaces and foreſts, where high fences are made to 


preſerve the coppices, I like to ſee a huntſman put only 


a few a wn _—_ to carry on the ſcent, and get 


14 
4 
5 4 4 þ 5 4 « 


forward 


Nine. 259 
forward with the reſt; it is a proof that he knows his 
buſineſs. | | 


* HUNTSMAN RIP ke care, whom foxes are in plenty, 
that he does not run the heel; for it frequently happens, 
that hounds can run the wrong way of the ſcent better 


than they can the right, when one 1s WP: the wind, and the 
other down. 


Fox-HunTERs, I think, are never guilty of the fault of 
trying up the wind, before they have tried down ; ; I have 


known them loſe foxes, rather Rap condeſcend to try up 
the wind at all, | 


— * * A 
T3734 


; Wren a SLA hears a halloo, and has five or ſix 
couple of hounds along with him, the pack not running, 
let him get forward with thoſe which he has ; when they 

are on the ſcent, the others will ſoon, join them. 


Ler, him lift his tail hounds, and get them forward 
after the reſt; it can do no hurt; but let him be cautious 
how he lifts any hounds to get them forward before the reſt; 
It always i is dangerous, and foxes are ſometimes loſt by it. 


WHEN 
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Wu a fox runs his foil: in cover, if you caffer all your 
| hounds to hunt on the line of him, they will foil the 
ground, aad tire themſelves to little purpoſe. I have 
before told you, that your huntſman, at ſuch a time, may 
ſtop the tail hounds, and throw them in at head. I am 
almoſt inclined to ſay, it is the only time it ſhould be 
done.—Whilft hounds run ſtrait, it cannot be of any uſe, 
for they will get on 2 with the ſcent, than they would 
without it. 


WIN hounds are hunting a cold ſcent, and point 
towards a cover, let a whipper-in get forward to the op- 
poſite ſide of it: ſhould the fox break before the hounds 


reach the cover, ſtop pe and get them nearer to him. 
by . ; 1 | ; 


Wunx a fox perſiſts in running in a ſtrong cover, lies 
down often behind tlie hounds, and they are ſlack in 
hunting him, let the huntſman get into the cover to them. 
It may make the fox break, it may keep him off his foil, 
or ſe n the undd from giving him up. 


4 


oY is not olten that flow huntſmen ill many foxes; 
they are a check upon their hounds, which ſeldom kill a 


fox 
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fox but with a high ſcent, when it is out of their power 
to prevent it. What avails it to be told which way the 
fox is gone, when he is ſo far before, that you cannot hunt 
him? A Newmarket boy, with a good underſtanding 
and a good voice, might be preferable, perhaps, to an 
indifferent and ſlack huntſman; he would preſs on his 
hounds whilſt the ſcent was good, and the foxes he killed 
he would kill handſomely.— A perfect knowledge of 
the intricacies of hunting is chiefly of uſe to low huntſ- 


men, and bad hounds, ſince they more often ſtand in need 
of it. Activity is the firſt requiſite in a huntſman to a 
pack of fox-hounds ; a want of it no judgment can make 
amends for; but the moſt difficult of all his undertakings 
is the diſtinguiſhing betwixt different ſcents, and knowing, 
with any certainty, the ſcent of his hunted fox. Much 
ſpeculation 1 is here required the length of time hounds 


remain at fault ;—difference of ground ;—change of wea- 
ther all theſe contribute to increaſe the difficulty, and 


require a nicety of judgment, and a preciſion, much above 
the comprehenſion of moſt huntſmen. 


WIN Sh are at a fault, and cannot make it out 5 il 
of themſelves, let the firſt caſt be quick; the ſcent is 
then 
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then ts nor are the hounds likely to go over it; a8 
the ſcent gets worſe, the caſt ſnould be ſlower, and be more 
cautiouſly made. This is an eſſential part of hunting, 
and which; I am ſorry to ſay, few huntſmen attend to. 
I wiſh they would remember the following rules, viz. 
that with a good ſcent, their caſt ſhould be quick ; with a 
bad ſcent, o. Sand that, when the hounds are picking 
* 8 a cold icent, —they are not 40 caſt them at all. 

os 8 at a addy and Seeing about, truſting 
folety to their eyes, and to their ears; the making a caſt 
with them, I apprehend, would be to little purpoſe. The 
likelieſt place for them to find the ſcent, is where they 
left it; and when the fault is evidently in the dog, a 
forward caſt is leaſt likely to recover the ſcent. | 
_ Warn hounds are making a good and regular caſt, 
trying for the ſcent as they go, ſuffer not your huntſ- 
man to ſay a word to them; it cannot do any good, and 
probably may make them go over the ſcent. 


Wurx hounds come to a check, a huntſman ſhould 
obſerve the tail hounds ; they are leaſt likely to over- run 


HUNT IN 6. 
che ſcent, and he may ſee by them how far they Brought 
it: in moſt packs there are ſome hounds that will ſhew 
the point of the fox, and if attended to, will direct his 
caſt. When ſuch hounds follow unwillingly, he may be 
certain the reſt of the pack are running without a ſcent. . 


Wur he caſts his hounds, let him not caſt wide, with- 
out reaſon; for, of courſe, it will take more time. 
Huntſmen, in general, keep too forward in their caſts; 
or, as a ſailor would ſay, keep too long on one tack. They 
ſhould endeavour to hit off the ſcent by croſſinig the line 
of it,—Two parallel lines, you know, can never meet. 


Wurx he goes to a halloo, let him be careful, leſt his 
hounds run the heel, as much time is loſt by it. I once 
ſaw this miſtake made by a famous huntſman :—after we 
had left a cover, which we had been drawing, a diſturbed 
fox was ſeen to go into it; he was halloo'd, and we re- 


turned. The huntſman; who never enquired where the 


fox was ſeen, or on which fide the cover he entered, threw 
his hounds in at random ; and, as it happened, on the 
MY fide : they immediately took the heel of him, 
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broke cover, and hunted the ſcent back to his very 
kennel. 


DrrrEzzxr countries require different caſts; ſuch 
huntſmen as have been uſed to a wood land, and incloſed 
country, I have ſeen loſe time in an open country, where 
wide caſts are always neceſſary. | 


1 you want to caſt round a flock of ſheep, the 
whipper-in ought to drive them the other way, leſt they 
ſhould keep running on before you, 


A rox ſeldom goes over, or under a gate, when he can 
avoid it, | 


HuNTSMEN are frequently very conceited, and very 
obſtinate. Often have I ſeen them, when their hounds 
came to a check, turn directly back, on ſeeing hounds 
at head, which they had no opinion of. They ſappoſed 
the fox was gone another way; in which caſe Mr. Bayes's 
remark in the rehearſal always occurs to me, that, if 
ec þe ſhould not, what then becomes of their ſuppoſe.” —Berter, 


ſurely, would it be, to make a ſhort caſt forward firſt ; they 
then 
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then might be certain the hounds were wrong, and of VEN 
could make their own caſt with greater confidence.—The 
advantage, next to that of knowing where the fox is gone, 
is that of knowing, with certainty, where he is not. 


Most huntſmen like to have all their hounds turned after 


them, when they make a caſt: I wonder not at them for 


it, but I am always ſorry when ] ſee it done ; for till I 
find a huntſman that 1 is infallible, I ſhall continue to think, 
the more my hounds ſpread, the better; as long as they 
are within ſight or hearing, it is ſufficient. Many a time 
have I ſeen an obſtinate hound hit off the ſcent, when 
an obſtinate huntſman, by caſting the wrong way, has 
done all in his power to prevent it. Two foxes I remem- 
ber to have ſeen killed, in one day, by ſkirting hounds, 
whilſt the huntſman was making his caſt the contrary way. 


Wurx hounds, running in cover, come into a road, 
and horſes are on before, let the huntſman hold them 
quickly on beyond where the horſes have been, trying the 


oppoſite ſide as he goes along. Should the horſemen 
have been long enough there to have headed back the 


fox, let them then try back. Condemn me not for ſuffering 
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hounds to tm back, when the fox bas been beaded back; 1 
enen at no other time. Him work it 

FRET Tres OT ene At oO TS 

. Wren. your Joins Fwy into many parts, you Jad 

better go off with the firſt fox that breaks. The ground 


will ſoon get tainted, nor will hounds like a cover where 
they are often king 


£6Þ Ws * en firſt, if the cover be not 
a large one, is oftentimes of ſervice to hounds, as he 
will not ſtop, and cannot go off unſeen. When a fox 
has been hard run, I kave known it turn out otherwiſe ; 
and hounds, that would eaſily have killed him out of the 
cane have left him in it. 

Wan a fox bis been oo headed back on one fide 
of a cover, and a huntſman knows there is not any body 
on the other ſide to halloo him, the firſt fault his hounds 
come to, let him caſt that way, leſt the fox ſhould be gone 
off; and if he is in the cover, he may ſtill recover him, 


SuFFER not your huntſman to take out a lame hound, 
If ny are tender-footed, he will tell you, perhaps, that 
| they 
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they will not mind it when they are out; probably they 
may not; but how will they be on the next day? A 
hound, not in condition to run, cannot be of much ſer- 
vice to the pack, and the taking him out at that time 
may occaſion him a "_ confinement afterwards, —Put 
it not to the trial. 


I nave ſeen huntſmen hunt their young hounds in cou- 
ples. Let me beg of you not to ſuffer it. I know you 
would be ſorry to ſee your hounds hanging acroſs a hedge, 
grinning at each other: yet it is an accident that often 
has happened; and it is an accident ſo likely to happen, 
that I am ſurpriſed any man of common ſenſe will run 
the riſque of it.—If neceſſary, I had much rather they 
ſhould be held in couples at the cover ſide, till the fox 
is found. . 00 * 


Tae two principal things which a huntſman has to 
attend to, are the keeping of his hounds healthy and feady. 
The firſt is attained by cleanlineſs and proper food ; the 
latter, by putting, as ſeldom as rene W ee 


ones s amongſt them, 
| Mims 
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WEN a fox is loft, the huntſman, on his return home, 
ſhould examine himſelf, and endeavour to find in what 
he might have done better; he may, by this means, make 
the very loſing of a fox of uſe to > him. 


OLD tyeing hounds, and a hare-hunter turned fox- 
hunter, are both as contrary to the true ſpirit of fox- 
hunting, as any thing can poſlibly be. One is continu- 
ally bringing the pack back again; the other as con- 
ſtantly does his beſt to prevent them from getting forward. 
The natural prejudices of mankind are ſuch, that a man 
ſeldom alters his ſtyle of hunting, let him purſue what 
game he may; beſides, it may be conſtitutional, as he 
is himſelf ſlow or active, dull or lively, patient or im- 
patient; it is for that reaſon I object to a hare-hunter 
for a pack of fox-hounds ; for the ſame ideas of hunting 
will moſt probably ſtick by him as long as he lives. 


Your huntſman is an old man; ſhould he have been 


working hard all his life on wrong principles he may 
be now incorrigible. 


SOMETIMES 
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SOMETIMES you 1 will meet with a good kennel huntſman, 


ati an active and judicious one in the field; ſome 


are clever at finding a fox, others are better after he is 


found; whilſt perfection in a huntſman, like perfection 


in any thing elſe, is ſcarcely any where to be met with: 


there are not __ Pts bad, and MAC dnss 


e 


of a different e ſhould be claſſed apart w mean, 
ſuch as have real genius. It is this peculiar excellence, 
which I told you in a former letter, I would rather wiſh 
my firſt whipper-in to be poſſeſſed of, than my huntſman; 
and one reaſon among. others, is, that he, I think, would 
have more opportunities of exerciſing it. 


Tux keeping hounds clean and healthy, and bringing 
them into the field in their fulleſt vigour, is the excellence 


of a good kennel huntſman: if, beſides this, he makes 
his hounds both love and fear him; if he is active, and 
preſſes them on, whilſt the ſcent is good, always aiming 


to keep as near to the fox as he can; if, when his hounds 
are at fault, he makes his caſt with judgment, not caſt- 
ing the wrong way firſt, and blundering on the right at 


laſt, as many do; if, added to this, he is patient and 
perſe- 
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perſevering, never giving up a fox, whilſt there remains 
a chance of killing him, he then is a perfect huntſman. 


Dip I not know your love of this diverſion, I ſhould 
think, by this time, I muſt have tired you completely. 
You are not particular, however, in your partiality to it; 
for to ſhew you the effect which fox-hunting has on thoſe 
who are really fond of it, I muſt tell you, what happened 
to me not long ago.——My hounds, in running a fox, 
croſſed the great Weſtern road, where I met a gentleman 
travelling on horſeback, a ſervant, with a portmanteau, 
following him. He no ſooner ſaw me, than he rode up 
to me, with the greateſt eagerneſs, Sir, ſaid he, © are 
you after a fon? —-When I told him, we were, he imme- 
diately ſtuck ſpurs to his horſe, took a monſtrous leap, 
and never quitted us any more, till the fox was killed. 
I ſuppoſe, had I ſaid, we were after a hare, my gentle- 
man would have purſued his journey. 


. 
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LETTER XXL . 


| You R huntſman, you ſay, has hunted a pack of 
harriers. It might have been better, perhaps, had he 
never ſeen one, ſince fox-hunting and hare-hunting differ 
almoſt in every particular: ſo much ſo, that I think it 
might not be an improper negative definition of fox- 
hunting to ſay, it is, of all hunting, tbat which reſembles 
hare-hunting the leaſt. A good huntſman to a pack of 
harriers ſeldom ſucceeds in fox-hunting : like old hounds, 
they dwell upon the ſcent, and cannot get forward; nor 
do they ever make a bold caſt; ſo much are they afraid 
of leaving the ſcent behind them. Hence it 1s, that they 
poke about, and try the ſame place ten times over, 
rather than they will leave it; and when they do, are 
totally at a loſs which way to go, for want of knowing 
the nature of the animal they are in purſuit of. As hare- 
hounds ſhould ſcarcely ever be caſt, halloo'd, or taken 
off their noſes, they think to hunt their fox-hounds in 
| N n the 


— 
, 
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the ſame manner ; but it will not do; nor could it pleaſe 
you, if it would, Take away the ſpirit of fox-hunting, 
and it is no longer fox-hunting ; it is ſtale ſmall beer 
compared to briſk champaign. You would allo find in it 
more fatigue than pleaſure. It is ſaid, there is a pleaſure 
in being mad, which only mad men know ; and it is the en- 
thuſiaſm, I believe, of fox-hunting, which is its beſt ſup- 
port; ſtrip it of that, and you then, I think, had better 
let it quite none. 


Tak hounds themſelyes alſo differ in their manner of 
hunting. T he beagle, who has always his noſe to the 
ground, will puzzle an hour on one ſpot, ſooner than 
he will leave the ſcent ; while the fox- hound, full of life 
and ſpirit, is always daſhing and trying forward, A high- 
bred fox-hound, therefore, ſhews himſelf to moſt advan- 
tage, when foxes are at their ſtrongeſt, and run an end. 
A pack of harriers will kill @ cub, better, perhaps, than 
a pack of fox-hounds ; ; but, when foxes are ſtrong, they 
have not the method of getting on with the ſcent, which 
fox-hounds have; and generally tire themſelves before 
the fox. To kill foxes, when they are ſtrong, hounds 


muſt 
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muſt run, as well as hunt; beſides, the catching of a fox 
by hard running, is always preferred in the opinion of a 
fox-hunter, Much depends, in my opinion, on the ſtyle 
with which it is done; and I think, without being ſo- 
phiſtical, a diſtinction might be made betwixt the hunt- 
ing of a fox, and fox-hunting. Two hackneys become 
not racers by running round a courſe ; nor does the mere 
hunting of a fox change the nature of the harrier. I have 
alſo ſeen a hare hunted by high-bred fox-hounds ; but 
I confeſs to you, it gave me not the leaſt idea of what hare 
| hunting ought to be. Certain ideas are neceſſarily annexed 
to certain words; this is the uſe of language: and when a 
fox-hound is mentioned, I ſhould expect not only a parti- 
cular kind of hound, as to make, ſize, and ſtrength, by 
which the fox-hound is eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed; but I ſhould 
alſo expect by fox-hunting, a lively, animated, and eager 
purſuit, as the very eſſence of it. Eagerneſs and impe- 
tuoſity are ſuch eſſential parts of this diverſion, that! 
am never more ſurpriſed than when I ſee a fox-hunter 
without them. One hold hard, or reproof unneceſſarily 


given, would chill me more than a north-eaſt wind ; it 


would damp my ſpirits, and ſend me home. The en- 
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thufiaſm of a fox-hunter ſhould not be checked in its 
career, for it is the very life and ſoul of fox-hunting. 
It is the eagerneſs with which you purſue your game, 
that makes the chief pleaſure of the chace; and what 
animal do Tus eee with the ſame eagerneſs you do 
a fox? Hinein, 8 eie ie 
t non tes ©2035 nn e 7 J nne 5.6 
| Knowins your partiality to hounds that run in a good 
ſtyle, I adviſe you to obſerve ſtrictly yours, when a fox 
is ſink ing in a ſtrong cover; that is the time to ſee the 
true ſpirit of a fox hound. If they ſpread not the cover, 
but run tamely on the line of one another, I ſhall fear 
it is a ſort that will not pleaſe you long. A fox-hound, 
that has not ſpirit and ambition to get forward at ſuch a 
time as this, ee Aer do much ma 
„ne it in do, 28 300k 26 1h i 
You oy in your laſt letter, of pretty 4 eds: cer- 
tainly e eee to criticiſe others, who am ſo 
incorrect myſelf; yet, with your leave, I think I can ſet 
you right in that particular. Pretty, | is an epithet im- 
properly applied to a fox-hound : we call a fox-hound 
handſome, when he is ſtrong, bony, of a proper ſize, and 
of exact ſymmetry ; and fitneſs is made eſſential to beauty. 
A 
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A beagle may be pretty; but according to my idea of | 


of the word, a fox-hound cannot: but as it is not to be 
ſuppoſed, that you will keep a pack of fox-hounds for 
the pleaſure of looking at them, without doubt you will 


think goodneſs more neceſſary than beauty. Should you 
ever be ambitious to have a handſome pack of hounds, 


on no account muſt you enter an ugly dog, leſt you ſhould 
be tempted to keep him afterwards. 


„o . i re | 7 v4 


1 boncs heard an old ſportſman ſay, | that he thought a 


fox, to ſhew ſport, ſhould run four hours at leaſt; and, 
1 ſuppoſe, he did not care how flow his hounds went 


after him. This idea, however, is not conceived in the 


true ſpirit of fox-hunting ;; which is not to walk down a 
fox, or ſtarve him to death, but to keep cloſe at him, 
and kill him as ſoon as you can. I am convinced a fox- 
hound may hunt too much; if tender noſed, and not 
over-hurried, he will always hunt enough; whilſt the 
higheſt-bred hounds may be made to 1065 on the TR by 
oper MUNAgerment, | rige Jt 
115 Ir iö youth bam d ſpire which ſuit beſt with fox- 
hunting; ſlackneſs in the men, occaſions ſlackneſs in the 
hounds ; 
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hounds, and one may ſee, by the manner in which hounds 
hunt, what kind of men they have been accuſtomed to. 
The ſpeedieſt hounds may, by degrees, be rendered flow ; 
and it is impoſſible for the beſt to do their buſineſs as 
they ought, unleſs they are followed with life and ſpirit. 
Such men as are flack themſelves, will be always afraid 
of hurrying their hounds too much; and by carrying this 
humour too far, commit a fault which has nothing to 
excuſe it. The beſt method to hunt a fox, they ſay, is 
never, on any account to caſt the hounds; but, on the 
contrary, to let them tye upon the ſcent as long as they 
will, and that they will hit it off at laſt. J agree with 
them, partly —it certainly muſt be the beſt method 70 
hunt a fox, for by this means you may hunt him from 
morning till night; and, if you have the luck to find 
him, may hunt him again the next day: — the likelieſt 
method, however, to catch him, is to take roy advan- 
tage of. him you can. 93 


ALL hounds go faſt enough with a good ſcent; but it 
is the particular excellence of a fox-hound, when rightly 
managed, to get on faſter with an indifferent ſcent, than 
ay other hound : it is the buſineſs of a huntſman to 


encou- 
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encourage this; and here, moſt probably, the hare-hunter 
ill fail. He has been uſed to take his time; he has 
enjoyed a cold ſcent, like a ſouthern hound; and has ſat 
patiently upon his horſe, to ſee his hounds hunt. It is, 
to be ſure, very pretty to ſee; and when you conſider that 
the hare is all the time, perhaps, within a few yards of 
you, and may leap up the next minute, you are perfectly 


contented with what you are about; but it is not ſo in 


fox- hunting. Every minute you loſe is precious, and in- 
creaſes your difficulties; and while you are ſtanding till, 
the fox is running miles. It is a ſatisfaction to a hare- 
hunter to be told where his game was ſeen, though a long 
while before ; but it is melancholy news to a fox-hunter, 
whoſe game is not likely to ſtop.— I believe I mentioned 
to you, in a former letter on hare- hunting, a great fault 
which I had obſerved in ſome harriers from being let too 
much/alone,—that of running back the heel. have ſeen 
a pack of high-bred fox-hgunds do the fame, for the ſame 
reaſons. pe: hers + Fi) 


Wnxw hounds flag from frequent changes;' and a long 
day, it is neceſſary for a huntſman to animate them as 
much as he can; be muſt keep them forward, and preſs 
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them on, for it is not likely, in this caſe, that they ſhould 
over-run the ſcent: at theſe times the whole work is ge- 
nerally done by a few hounds, and he ſhould keep cloſe 
to them: here I alſo fear the hare-bunter will fail : if they 
come to a long fault, it is over, and you had better then 
go home.. | | 7950 


Tur many chances that are againſt you in fox- hunting; 
the changing frequently; the heading of the foxes ; 
their being courſed by ſheep-dogs; long faults; cold 
hunting, and the dying away of the ſcent; make it ne- 
ceſſary to keep always as near to the fox as you can; 
which ſhould be the firſt, and invariable principle of 
fox-hunting. Long days do great hurt to a pack of fox- 
hounds. I ſet out one day laſt winter from the kennel, 

at half paſt ſeven, and returned home a quarter before 
eight at night, the hounds running hard the greateſt part 
of che time. The huntſman killed one horſe, and tired 
another, and the hounds did not recover it for more than 
a week : we took them off at laſt, when they were running 
with a better ſcent than they had the whole day. 
I remember, after it was quite dark, to have heard a 
better view halloo from an owl, than I ever heard from a 

3 0 ſportſ- 
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ſportſman in my life, though I hope that I ſhall never 
hear ſuch another.—A long day, nevertheleſs, once or twice 
in a ſeaſon, is of uſe to a huntſman ;—it. ſhews the real 
goodneſs and ſtoutneſs of his hounds, 


I AM ad to W chat your huntſman knows the coun- 
try which he is to hunt: nothing, in fox-hunting, is more 
eſſential than hat; and it may make amends for many 
faults,—Foxes are not capricious, they know very well 
what they are about; are quick, [I believe, at determining, 
and reſolute in perſeverance, They generally have a 
point to go to; and, though headed and turned directly 
from it, ſeldom fail to make it good at the laſt; this, 
therefore, is a great help to an ps , 


FELT: 
FLS 


Surrkn not your huntſman to encourage his hounds 
too much on a bad ſcenting day; particularly 3 in covers, 
where there is much riot. Hark, bark, bark, which inju- 
dicious huntſmen are ſo fond of upon every occaſion, 
muſt often do miſchief, and cannot do good; whilſt 
hounds are near together, they will get ſooner to the 
hound that challenges, without that noiſe, than with it. 
If it be a right ſcent, they will be ready enough to join; 

Qo 
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and, if it be a wrong one, provided you let them alone, 
they will ſoon leave it; —injudicious encouragement, on 
a bad day, might make them run ſomething or other, 
right or wrong. 


I Know of no fault ſo bad in a hound, as chat of running 
falſe ; it ſhould never be forgiven: ſuch as are not ſtout, 
that are {tiff noſed, or that have other faults, may at times 
do good, and at their worſt, may do no. harm ; whilſt ſuch 
as run falſe, . moſt probably will ſpoil your ſport. A 
hound capable of ſpoiling one day's ſport, is ſcarcely 
worth your keeping.—Indifferent ones, ſuch as 1 have 
above deſcribed, may be kept till you have better, to ſup- 
ply their places. | 


A HUNTSMAN ſhould know how to marſhal every hound 
in his pack, giving to each his proper rank and prece- 
dence ; for, without this knowledge, it is not poſſible he 
ſhould make a large draft, as he ought. There are, In 
moſt packs, ſome hounds that aſſiſt but little in killing 
the fox, and it is the judicious drafting off of ſuch hounds 
that is a certain ſign of a good huntſman, 


My 
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My huntſman is very exact; he carries always a 


liſt of his hounds in his pocket, and when in a diſtant 


country, he looks it over to ſee if any of them are miſſing. 


He has alſo a book, in which he keeps a regular account 


where every fox is found, and where he is killed. 


Your huntſman, you ſay, knows perfectly the country 
he has to hunt, let him then acquire as perfect a knowledge 
of his hounds : good ſenſe and obſervation will do the reſt, 


at leaſt will do as much as you ſeem to require of him; 


for I am glad to find you had rather depend upon the 
goodneſs of your hounds for ſport, than on the genius of 
your huntſman,—It is, believe me, a much ſurer de- 
pendance. 
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Axz not your expectations ſomewhat too ſanguine, 
when you think you ſhall have no occaſion for bag-foxes, 
to keep your hounds in blood the firſt ſeaſon? It may 
be as well, perhaps, not to turn them all out, till you are 
more certain that your young pack will keep good and 
ſteady without them, When blood is much wanted, and 
they are tired with a hard day, one of theſe foxes will 
put them into ſpirits, and give them, as it were, new 
ſtrength and vigour, 


You deſire to know, what I call being out of blood? In 
anſwer to which, I muſt tell you, that, in my judgment, 
no fox-hound can fail of killing more than three or four 
times following, without being viſibly the worſe for it. 
When hounds are out of blood, there is a kind of evil 
genius attending all they do; and though they may ſeem 
to hunt as well as ever, they do not get forward, whilſt 

| a pack 


SE UNE © Nt: ©; 283 


a pack of fox-hounds well in blood, like troops fluſhed 


with conqueſt, are not eaſily withſtood. What we call 
ill luck, day after day, when hounds kill no foxes, may 
frequently, I think, be traced to another cauſe, namely, 
their being out of blood; nor can there be any other rea- 
ſon aſſigned why hounds, which we know to be good, 
ſhould remain ſo long as they ſometimes do without kil- 
ling a fox. Large packs are leaſt ſubject to this in- 
convenience; hounds that are quite freſh, and in high 
ſpirits, leaſt feel the want of blood. The ſmalleſt packs, 
therefore, ſhould be able to leave at leaſt ten or twelve 
couple of hounds behind them, to be freſh againſt the 
next hunting day. If your hounds are much out of 
blood, give them reſt: take this opportunity to hunt 
with other hounds, to ſee how they are managed, to ob- 
ſerve what ſtallion hounds they have, and to judge your- 
ſelf, whether they are ſuch as it is fit for you to breed 
from, or not. If what I have now recommended ſhould 


not ſucceed; if a little reſt and a fine morning do not put 


your hounds into blood again, I know of nothing elſe 


that will; and you muſt attribute your ill Tuccels, I fear, 
to another cauſe. 


You 
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\ You ſay, you generally hunt at a late hour: after a tole- 
rably good run, try not to find another fox. Should you be 
long in finding, and ſhould you not have ſacceſs afterwards, 
it will hurt your hounds: ſhould you try a long time, and 
not find, that alſo will make them ſlack. Never try to find 
a fox after one o'clock ; you had better return home, and 
hunt again on the next day. Not that I, in general, ap- 
prove of hunting two days following with the ſame hounds: 
the trying ſo many hours in vain, and the being kept ſo 
long off their food, both contribute to make them ſlack, 


and nothing ſurely is more contrary to the true ſpirit of 


fox-hunting ; for fox-hounds ought always to be above 


their work. This is andther particular, in which hare- 


hunting, and fox-hunting torally differ ; for harriers can- 
not be hunted too much, as long as they are able to 
hunt at all. The flower they go, the leſs likely they will 
be to over-run the ſcent, and the ſooner, in all probabi- 
lity, will they kill their game. I have a friend, who 
hunted his five days following, and aſſured me, he had 
better ſport with them the laſt day, than he had had the firſt, 


I REMEMBER to have heard, that a certain pack of fox- 
hounds, ſince become famous, were many weeks from a _ 


mixture 
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Bah luck, without killing a Sow. However, they killed 
one at laſt, and tried to find another,—They found him 
—and they loſt him and were then, as you may well 
ſuppoſe, another month without killing another fox,— 
This was ill judged ; they ſhould have returned home 
immediately, 

Warn hounds are much out of blood, ſome men pro- 
ou in a method, that muſt neceſſarily keep them ſo; 
they hunt them every day, as if the tiring them out was 
a means to give them ſtrength and ſpirit; this, however, 
proceeds more from ill- nature and reſentment, than 
found judgment. As I know your temper to be the reverſe 
of this, without doubt you will adopt a different me- 
thod; and, ſhould your hounds ever be in the ſtate here 
deſcribed, you will keep them freſh for the firſt fine day; 
when, ſuppoſing they are all perfectly ſteady, I do not 
_ queſtion that they will kill their fox. 


Wurx hounds are in want of blood, give them every 
advantage: go out early; chooſe a good quiet morning; 
and throw off your hounds where they are likely to find, 

| | and 
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and are leaſt likely to change: if it is a ſmall cover, or 


furze-brake, and you can keep the fox in, it is right to 
do it; for the ſooner that you kill him, when you are in 
want of blood, the better, 


Wren hounds are in want of blood, and you get a 
fox into a ſmall cover, it muſt be your own fault, if you 
do not kill him there: place your people properly, and 
he cannot get off again, You will hear, perhaps, that it 
is impoſſible to head back a fox. 
conſequently no animal is ſo eaſily headed back by 


No animal is ſo ſhy, 


thoſe who underſtand it. When it is your intention to 
check a fox, your people muſt keep at a little diſtance 
from the cover ſide, nor ſhould they be ſparing of their 
voices; for, ſince you cannot keep him in, if he be de- 
termined to come out, prevent him, if you can, from 


being ſo inclined. —All kind of mobbing is adviſeable, 


when hounds are out of blood; and you may keep the 
fox in cover, or let him out, as you think the hounds 
will manage him beſt, 


Trove I am a great advocate for blood, ſo neceſſary, 


in my judgment, to a pack of fox-hounds ; yet, I by no 
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means approve of it, to the extent to which it is ſome⸗ 
times carried. I have known three young foxes chopped 
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in a furze brake in one day, without any ſport. A wan- 
ton deſtruction of foxes, ſcarcely anſwering the purpoſe 
of blood, ſince that blood does hounds moſt good, that is 
moſt dearly earned. Such ſportſmen richly deſerve blank 
days; and, without doubt, they often meet with them. 
Mobbing a fox, indeed, is only allowable, when hounds 
are not likely to be a match for him, without it. One 


would almoſt be inclined to think blood as neceffary to 
the men, as to the hounds, ſince the beſt chace is flat, 
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unleſs you kill the fox. When you aſk a fox-hunter | | 
what ſport he has had, and he replies, it was good; I think, i 
the next queſtion generally is, did your hounds kill? If he 9 


ſays they did not, the converſation ends; but if, on the 0 
contrary, he tells you that they did, you then aſk a hun- g 
dred queſtions, and ſeldom are ſatisfied, till he has told Ul 


you every particular of the chace. 
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Wurm there is ſnow on the ground, foxes will lie at 
earth, Should your hounds be in want of blood, it will, 
at that time, be eaſy to dig one to turn out before them, 


when the weather breaks; but I ſeem to have forgotten a 
P p nev⸗ 


new doctrine which I lately heard, that blood is not ne- 
ceſſary to a pack of fox-hounds. If yon alſo, ſhould have 
taken up that opinion, I have only to wiſh, that the good- 
neſs of your hounds may prevent you from the changing 
of it again, or from knowing the truth of it. 


Berore you have been long a fox-hunter, I expect to 
hear you talk of the ill luck, which ſo frequently attends 
it, I aſſure you, it has provoked me often, and has 
made a Parſon ſmear. It was but the. other day, we 
experienced an extraordinary inſtance of it. We found, 
at the ſame inſtant, a brace of foxes in the ſame cover, 
and they both broke at the oppoſite ends of it; the hounds 
ſoon got together, and went. off very well with one of 
them; yet, notwithſtanding this, ſuch was our ill luck, 
that, though the hunted fox took a circle of ſeveral miles, 
he, at laſt, croſſed the line of the other fox, the heel of 
which we hunted back to the cover, from whence we 
came: it is true, we perceived our ſcent worſted, and 
were going to ſtop the hounds; but the going off of a 
white froſt deceived us in that alſo. 


MANx 


n U Mr 1 er 289 


Many a fox have I known loſt by running into houſes 
and ſtables. It is not long fince my hounds loſt one, 
when hunting in the New Foreſt ; and, after trying the 
country round, had given him up, and were returned 
home; when, juſt as they were going to be fed, in rode 
a farmer, full gallop, with news of the fox ; he had found 
him, he aid, in his ſtable, and had ſhut him in. The 
hounds returned; the fox, however, ſtood but a little 
while afterwards, as he was quite run up before. 


Sou years ago, my hounds running a fox acroſs an 
open country, in a thick fog, the fox ſcarcely out of view, 
three of the leading hounds diſappeared all of a ſudden, 
and the whipper-in, luckily, was near enough to ſee it 
happen. They fell into a dry well near an hundred feet 
deep: they and the fox remained there together till the 
next day; when, with the greateſt difficulty, we got them 
all four out. 9 


ANOTHER time, having run a fox a burſt of an hour 
and quarter, the ſevereſt, I think, I ever knew, the 
hounds, at laſt, got up to him by the ſide of a river, 

| where he had ſtaid for them. One hound ſeized him as 
-— as he 


* 
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he was ſwimming acroſs, and they both went down toge- 
ther.— The hound came up again, but the fox appeared 
no more. — By means of a boat and a long pole, we got 
the fox out. Had he not been ſeen to ſink, he would 
hardly have been tried for, under water, and without 

doubt we ſhould have wondered what had become of him. 
Now we are at the chapter of accidents, I. muſt 
mention another, that lately happened to me on crofling 
a river, to draw a cover, on the other fide of it. The 
river Stower frequently overflows its banks, and is alſo 
very rapid, and very dangerous, The flood, that morn- 
ing, though ſudden, was extenſive. The neighbouring 
meadows were all laid under water, and only the tops of 
hedges appeared. There were / poſts to direct us to the 
bridge, but we had a great length of water to paſs before 
we could get at it; it was, beſides, ſo deep, that our 
horſes almoſt ſwam ; and the ſhorteſt legged horſes, and 
longeſt legged riders, were worſt off, —— The hounds 
daſhed in as uſual; and Were immediately carried, by 
the rapidity of the current, a long way down the ſtream. 
The huntſman was far behind them; and as he could go 
but flow, he was conſtrained. to ſee his hounds wear 
them- 
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themſelves out in an uſeleſs contention with the current, 


in endeavouring to get to him. It was a ſhocking ſcene; 


many of the hounds, when they reached the ſhore, had 


entirely loſt the uſe of their limbs; for it froze, and the 
cold was intolerable. Some lay as if they were dead, and 


others reeled, as if they had been drinking wine. Our 
diſtreſs was not yet complete; the weakeſt hounds, or 
ſuch as were moſt affected by the cold, we now ſaw en- 
tangled in the tops of the hedges, and heard their la- 
mentations. Well-known tongues! and ſuch as I had 
never before heard without pleaſure. It was ſhocking to 
ſee their diſtreſs, and not know how to relieve them. A 


number of people, by this time, were | aſſembled by the 


river ſide, but there was not one amongſt them that 
would venture in. However, -a guinea, at laſt, tempted 
one man to fetch out a hound that was entangled in a 
buſh, and would otherwiſe have periſhed. Two hounds 
remained upon a hedge all night, yet they got toge- 
cher before the morning; when, the flood abating, they 
were found cloſely claſping each other, and without doubt, 
it was the little heat they could afford each other, that 
kept both alive. We loſt but one hound by this unlucky 
expedition, but we loſt all our terriers. They were ſeen 

| | to 
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to fink, their ſtrength not being ſufficient to reſiſt the 


two enemies they had to encounter, powerful, when 


combined, — the en of the cold, and the 3 of 
the ſtream. | . | | 


Tov aſk, at what time you ſhould leave off hunting? 


It is a queſtion which I know not how to anſwer; as it 


depends as well on the quantity of game that you have, 
as on the country that you hunt. However, in my opi- 
nion, no good country ſhould be hunted after February, 
nor ſhould there be any hunting at all after March. 
Spring hunting is ſad deſtruction of foxes: in one week 
you may deſtroy as many, as would have ſhewn you 


ſport for a whole ſeaſon. We killed a bitch-fox one 


morning, with ſeven young ones, which were all alive: 
L can aſſure you, we miſſed them very much the next year, 
and had many blank days, which we need not to have 
had, but through our own fault, I ſhould tell you, that 
this notable feat was performed literally on the firſt of 
April. If you will hunt late in the ſeaſon, you ſhould, 
at leaſt, leave your terriers behind you.—lT hate to kill 
any animal out of ſeaſon.—A hen-pheaſant with egg, I 
have heard, is famous eating; yet I can affure you, I 


never 
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never mean to taſte it: and the hunting a bitch-fox, big 
with young, appears to me cruel and unnatural. A gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance, who killed moſt of his foxes 
at this ſeaſon, was humourouſly called, midwife to the 
foxes. 9 


An not the foxes heads, which are ſo pompouſly 
expoſed to view, often prejudicial to ſport in fox-hunting? 
How many foxes are wantonly deſtroyed, without the 
leaſt ſervice to the hounds, or ſport to the maſter ; that 
the huntſman may ſay, he has killed ſo many brace? How 
many are digged out and killed, when blood is not wanted, 
for no better reaſon ? foxes that, another day, perhaps, 
the earths well ſtopped, might have run hours, and died 
gallantly at laſt, I remember, myſelf, to have ſeen a 
pack of hounds kill three in one day; and though the 
laſt ran to ground, and the hounds had killed two before, 
therefore could not be ſuppoſed to be in want of blood, 
the fox was digged out and killed upon the earth.—How- 
ever, it anſwered one purpoſe you would little expe&t :— 
it put a Clergyman preſent in mind that he had a corpſe to 
bury, which, otherwiſe, had been forgotten. 


I SHOULD 
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I snovuitD have leſs objection to the number of foxes 
heads that are to be ſeen againſt every kennel door, did it 
aſcertain with more preciſion the goodneſs of the hounds; 
which may more juſtly be known from the few foxes they 
loſe, than from the number that they kill. When you 
enquire after a pack of fox-hounds, whether they are good 
or not; and are told, they ſeldom miſs a fox; your mind 
is perfectly ſatisfied about them, and you enquire no fur- 
ther: it is not always ſo, when you are told the number 

of foxes they have killed. If you aſk a Frenchman hat 
age he is of, he will tell you that he is in good bealtb.— 
In like manner, when I am aſked, how many brace of 
foxes my hounds have. killed, I feel myſelf. inclined to 
ſay, the hounds are good; an anſwer, which, in my opinion, 
goes more immediately to the ſpirit of the queſtion, than 
any other I could: give; ſince the number of foxes heads 
is at beſt but a preſumptive proof of the goodneſs of the 
hounds. In a neighbouring country to mine, foxes are 
difficult to kill, and not eaſy to find ; and the gentlemen, 
who hunt that country, are very well contented, when 
they kill a dozen brace of foxes in a ſeaſon. My hounds 
kill double that number; ought it to be inferred from 


| thence that they are twice as good ? 
ALL 
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AlL countries are not equally favourable to hounds. 


I hunt in three, all as different as it is poſſible to be; 
and the ſame hounds that behave well in one, ſometimes 
appear to behave indifferently in another. Was the 
moſt famous pack, therefore, to change their good 
country, for the bad one I here allude to, though 
without doubt they would behave well, they certainly 
would meet vith leſs ſucceſs than they are at preſent uſed 
to: our cold flinty hills would ſoon convince them, that 
the difference of ſtrength betwixt one fox and another; — 


the difference of goodneſs betwixt one hound and another; 


—are yet but trifles, when compared with the more ma- 
terial difference of a good ſcenting country, and a bad 


one. 


I can hardly think you ſerious, when you aſk me, if 
the ſame hounds can hunt both hare and fox; however, 
thus far you may aſſure yourſelf, that it cannot be done 
with any degree of conſiſtency. As to your other queſ- 


tion of hunting the hounds yourſelf, hat is an undertak- 


ing, which, if you will follow my advice, you will let 


oa -- make 
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alone. It is your opinion, I find, that a gentleman might 
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make the beſt huntſman; I have no doubt that he would, 
if he choſe the trouble of it. I do not think there is any 
profeſſion, trade, or occupation to which a good edu- 
cation would not be of ſervice; and hunting, notwith- 
ſtanding it is at preſent exerciſed by ſuch as have not had 
an education, might, without doubt, be carried on much 

better by thoſe that have.—I will venture to ſay, fewer 
| faults would then be committed; nor is it probable the 
ſame faults would be committed over and over again, as 
they now are.—Huntſmen never reaſon by analogy, nor 
are they much benefited by experience. 


. Havine told you, in a former letter, what a huntſman 
ought to be; the following, which I can aſſure you is a 


true copy, will ſhew you in ſome inſtances at leaſt, what 
he ought not to be. 


SIR 


Yours I received the 24th of this preſent Inſtant 
June and at your requeſt I will give you an impartial 


account 


2 


account of my man John Grey's Character. He is a Shoe- 
maker or Cordwainer which you pleaſe to call it by trade 


2 
2 
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and now in our Town he is following the Carding Buſineſs 


for every one that wants him he ſerved his Time at a 
Town called Brigſtock in Northamptonſhire and from 
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thence the great Addington Journeyman to this Occu- 
pation as before mentioned and uſed to come to my houſe 
and found by rideing my horſes to water that he rode a 


horſe pretty well, which was not at all miſtaken for he rides 


a horſe well and he looks after a kennel of hounds very 
well and finds a hare very well he hath no judgment in 
hunting a pack of hounds now tho he rides well he dont 
with diſcretion for he dont know how to make the moſt 
of a horſe but a very harey ſtarey fellow will ride over a 
church if in his way tho may prevent the leap by hav- 
ing a gap within ten yards of him and 1f you are not in 


the field with him yourſelf when you are a hunting to 


tutor him about riding he will kill all the horſes you have 
in the ſtable in one month for he hath killed downright 
and lamed ſo that will never be fit for uſe no more than 
five horſes ſince he hath hunted my hounds which is two 


years and upwards he can talk no dog language to a 
22 hound 


| 
| 
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hound he hath no voice ſpeaks to a hound juſt as if his 
head were in a drum nor neither does he know how. to 
draw a hound when they are at a loſs no more than a 
child of 2 years old as to his honeſty I always found him 
honeſt till about a week ago and have found him diſhoneſt 
now for about a week ago I ſent my ſervant that I have 
now to fetch ſome ſheep's feet from Mr. Stanjan of 
Higham Ferrers where Grey uſed to go for feet and 1 
always ſend my money by my man that brings the feet 
and Stanjan told my man that J have now that I owed 
him money for feet and when the Boy came home he 
told me and I went to Stanjan and when I found the truth ; 
of the matter Grey had kept my money in his hands and 

had never paid Stanjan he had been along with me once 

for a letter in order for his character to give him one but 
I told him I could not give him a good one fo I would 
not write at all Grey is a very great drunkard cant keep 


a penny in his pocket a ſad notorious lyar if you ſend him 


upon a mile or two from Uppingham he will get drunk 


ſtay all day and never come home while the middle of 


the night or ſuch time as he knows his maſter is in bed 
he can nor will not keep any ſecret, neither hath he fo 
| much 
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much wit as other people for the fellow is half a fool for 
if you would have buſineſs done with Expedition if he 
once gets out of the town or ſight of you ſhall ſee him 
no more while the next morning he ſerves me ſo and ſo 
you muſt expect the ſame if you hire him J uſe you juſt as 
J would be uſed myſelf if I deſired a character of you of 
4 ſervant that T had deſigned to hire of yours as to let For | 
know the truth of every thing about him. 
19 1 % % %% Jam Sir 
eee e Your moſt humble ſervant to command 
| * ASSSSS 
p. 1 5 
He takes good care of his horſes PAR 15 3 
after him as to the dreſſing e'm but if you dont take care 
he will fill the manger full of corn ſo that he will cloy 
the horſes, and ruin the whole ſtable of horſes. 


Great Addington 
— M PDꝓPꝓꝶœœ¼l- OT T0 OWLS 0 
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I ToLD you, I betieve, at the beginning of our correſ- 
pondence, that I difliked bag foxes ; I ſhall now tell you, 
what my objections to them are :—the ſcent of them is 
different from that of other foxes : it is 200 good, and makes 
hounds idle; beſides, in the manner in which they gene- 
rally are turned out, it makes hounds very wild. They 
ſeldom fail to know what you are going about, before 
you begin, and if often uſed to hunt bag-foxes, will be- 
come riotous enough to run any thing. A fox that has 
been confined long in a ſmall place, and carried out after- 
wards many miles perhaps, in a ſack, his own ordure 
hanging about him, muſt needs, ſtink extravagantly. You 
are alſo to add to this account, that he moſt probably 
is weakened for want of his natural food, and uſual ex- 
erciſe ; his ſpirit broken by deſpair, and his limbs ſtiffened 
by confinement; he then is turned out in open ground, 
without any point to go to: he runs down the wind, it is 


true 
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true; but he is ſo much at a loſs all the while, that he 
loſes a deal of time in not knowing what to do; while 
the hounds, who have no occaſion to hunt, purſue as 
cloſely, as if they were tied to him. I remember once 
to have hunted a bag- fox with a gentleman, who not 
thinking theſe advantages enough, poured a whole bottle 
of aniſeed on the foxes back. — I cannot ſay I could have 
hunted the fox, but I aſſure you, I could very eaſily have 
hunted the aniſeed. Is it to be expected that the ſame 
hounds will have patience to hunt a cold ſcent the next 
day o'er greaſy fallows, through flocks of ſheep, or on 
ſtony roads? However capable they may be of doing it, 
I ſhould much doubt their giving themſelves the trouble. 
If, notwithſtanding theſe objections, you ſtill chooſe to 
turn one out, turn him into a all cover, give him what 
time you judge neceſſary, and lay on your hounds as 
quietly as you can; and if it be poſſible, let them think 
they find him. 
ſhould, in that caſe, prefer the turning him into a /arge 


If you turn out a. fox for blood, I 


cover, firſt drawing it well, to prevent a change. The 
hounds ſhould then find him themſelves ; and the ſooner 


he is killed, the better. Fifteen or twenty minutes is as 
long 
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long as I ſhould ever wiſh a bag-fox to run, that is de- 
ſigned for blood: — the hounds ſhould then go home. 


BAO-roxks always run down the wind: fuch ſportſmen, 
therefore, as chooſe to turn them out, may at the ſame 
time chooſe what country they ſhall run. Foxes, that are 
found, do not follow this rule invariably. Strong earths 
and large covers are great inducements to them, and it is 
no inconſiderable wind that will keep them from them. 
A gentleman, who never hunts, being on a viſit to a friend 
of his in the country, who hunts a great deal, heard him 
talk frequently of bag-foxes; as he was unwilling to betray 
his ignorance, his diſcretion, and curioſity, kept him for 
| ſome time in ſuſpence, till at laſt he could not refrain 
from aſking © what kind of an animal a bag-fox was? — and 
if it was not “ a ſpectes of fox peculiar 10 that country?“ 


A rack of hounds having run a fox to ground imme- 

diately after he was found, he was dug and turned out 
again ; and that the operation of turning him out might 
be better performed, the maſter of the hounds undertook 
it himſelf.—You will hardly believe me; when I tell you, 
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you that he forgot the place where he turned him out, 
and they never once could hit upon the ſcent. 


II you breed up cubs, you will find a fox- court neceſ- 


ſary: they ſhould be kept there till they are large enough 


to take care of themſelves. It ought to be open at the 
top; and walled in: I need not tell you that it muſt be 
every way well ſecured, and particularly the floor of it, 
which muſt be either bricked, or paved. A few boards 
fitted to the corners will alſo be of uſe to ſhelter and to 
hide them. Foxes ought to be kept very clean, and have 


plenty of freſh water; birds and rabbits are their, beſt 


food ; horſe-fleſh might give them the mange, for. they 
are ſubject to this diſorder. —I remember a remarkable 
inſtance of it. Going out to courſe, I met the whipper-in 


returning from exerciſing his horſes, and aſked him if he 


had found any hares ?—No, Sir, he reply'd, but I have 
caught a fox.—l ſaw him ſunning himſelf under a hedge, 
and finding he could not run, I drove him up into a 
corner, got off my horſe, and took him up, but he is 
ſince dead.— I found him at the place he directed me to, 
and he was indeed a curioſity, He had not a ſingle hair 
en his bruſh, and very few on his body. 

. Re. I gave 
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I Have' kept foxes too long : I alſo have turned them 
out too young. The ſafeſt way, I believe, will be to 
avoid either extreme. When cubs are bred in an earth 
near you, if you add two or three to the number, it is 
not improbable that the old fox will take care of them. 
Of this you may be certain; that if they live, they will 
be good foxes ; for the others will ſhew them the country. 
Thoſe which you turn into an earth ſhould be regularly 
fed. If they are once neglected, it is probable they will 
forſake the place, wander away, and die for want of food. 
When the cubs leave the earth (which they may ſoon do) 
your game · keeper ſhould throw food for them in parts of 
the cover where it may be moſt eaſy for them to find it; 
and when he knows their haunt, he ſhould continue to 

feed them there. Nothing deſtroys ſo; much the breed 

of foxes, as buying them to turn our, unleſs care 18 taken 


of them afterwards. 


Fon country being extenſive, probably it may not be 
all equally good; it may be worth your while therefore 
to remove ſome of the cubs, from one part of it into the 
other; it is what I frequently do myſelf, and find i it an- 
ſwer. A fox- court therefore is of great uſe : it ſhould be 

ally, 
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airy, or I would not adviſe you to keep them long in it. 
1 turned out one year ten brace of cubs; moſt of which, 
by being kept till they were tainted before they were 
turned out, were found dead in the covers, with ſcarce 
any hair upon them ; whilſt a brace; which had made 
their eſcape by making a hole in the ſack in which they 
were brought, lived, and ſhewed excellent ſport: If the 
cubs are large, you may turn them out immediately: a 
large earth will be beſt for that purpoſe, where they 
ſhould be regularly fed with rabbits, birds, or ſheep's 
henges, which ever you can moſt conveniently get. 1 

N believe, when a fox is once tainted, he never recovers 
it. The weather being remarkably hot, thoſe that I kept 
in my fox-court, (which at that time was a very cloſe one) 
all died, one after the other, of the ſame diſorder. 


WHERE rabbits are plentiful, nature will ſoon teach 
them how to catch the young ones; and, till that period 
of abundance arrives, it may be neceſſary to provide food 
for them. Where game is ſcarce, wet weather will be 
moſt favourable ts them; they can then live on beetles, 
chaffers, worms, &c. which they will find great plenty 

Rr2 of 
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of. I think the morning is the beſt time to turn them 
out: if turned out in the evening, they will be more 
likely to ramble, but if turned out early, and fed on the 
earth, I think there is little doubt of their remaining 
there, I alſo recommend to you, to turn them. into large 
covers and ſtrong earths ; out of ſmall earths they are 
more liable to be ſtolen, and from ſmall covers are more 
likely to wander away. Your game-keepers, at this time 
of the year, having little elſe to do, may feed and take 
care of them. When you ſtop any of theſe earths, re- 
member to have them opened again ; as I have reaſon to 
think I loſt ſome young foxes one year by not doing it. 
For your own ſatisfaction, put a private mark on every 
fox which you turn out, that you may know him again. 
Your cubs, though they may get off from the covers 


where they were bred, when hunted will ſeldom fail to 
return to them. 255 


GENTLEMEN who buy foxes, do great injury to fox-hunt- 
ing: they encourage the robbing of neighbouring hunts ; 
in which caſe without doubt the receiger is as bad as the 
thief, —It is the intereſt of every fox-hunter to be cautious 
how he behaves in this particular ; indeed, I believe moſt 


gentlemen 
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gentlemen are ſo; and it may be eaſy to retaliate on ſuch as 
are not.— 1 am told, that in ſome hunts it is the con- 
ſtant employment of one perſon to watch the earths at 
the breeding time, to prevent the cubs from being ſtolen. 
Furze- covers cannot be too much encouraged for that 
reaſon, for there they are ſafe. They have alſo other 
advantages attending them ;—they are certain places to 
find in.—Foxes cannot break from them unſeen ;—nor 
are you ſo liable to change as in other covers. 


AcquainTED as I am with your ſentiments, it would be 
needleſs to defire you to be cautious how you buy foxes. 
The price ſome men pay for them might well encourage 
the robbing of every hunt in the kingdom, their own not 
excepted, But you deſpiſe the ſoi diſant gentleman who 
receives them, more than the poor thief who takes them.— 
Some gentlemen aſk no queſtions, and flatter themſelves 


they have found our that convenient mezzo termino to ſettle 
their conſciences by. 


Wirrr reſpect to the digging of foxes that you run to 
ground ; what I myſelf have obſerved in that buſineſs, 
I will endeavour to recollect. My people uſually, I think, 

follow 
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follow the hole, except when the earth is large, and the 
terriers have fixed the fox in an angle of it; for they then 
find it a more expeditious method to fink a pit as near to 
him as they can. You ſhould always keep a terrier in at 
the fox, for if you do not, he not only may move, but 
alſo, in looſe ground, may dig himſelf further in. In 
digging, you ſhould keep room enough; and care ſhould 
be taken not to throw the earth where you may have it 
to move again. In following the hole, the ſureſt way 
not to loſe it, is to keep below it. When your hounds 
are in want of blood; ſtop all the holes, leſt the fox ſhould 
bolt out unſeen. + It cauſes no ſmall confuſion, when this 
happens. The hounds are diſperſed about, and aſleep in 
different places: the horſes are often at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance; and many a fox, by taking advantage of this fa- 
vourable moment, has ſaved his life, 


Ir hounds are in want of blood, and they have had a 
long run, it is the beſt way, without doubt, to kill the fox 
upon the earth; but if they have not run long, if the fox 
is eaſy to be digged, and the cover is ſuch a one as they 
are not likely to change in, it does the hounds more good to 
turn him out upon the earth, and let them work for him. 

| It 
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It is. the blood that will do them moſt good, and may 
be ſerviceable to the hounds, to the horſes, and to your- 
ſelf, —Digging a fox is cold work, and may require a 
gallop afterwards to warm you all again, Before you 
do this, if there are any other earths in the cover, they 
ſhould be ſtopped, leſt the fox ſhould go to ground again, 


Lr your huntſman try all around, and let him be 
perfectly ſatisfied that the fox is not gone on, before you 
try an earth; for want of this precaution, I dug three 
hours to a terrier that lay all the time at a rabbit: there 
was another circumſtance which I am not likely to forget, 
—< that I had twenty miles to ride home afterwards,” A 
fox ſometimes runs over an earth, and does not go into 
it ; he ſometimes goes in and does not ſtay ; he may find 
it too hot, or may not like the company he meets with 
there : : I make no doubt that he has good reaſons for 
every thing he does, though we are not always acquainted 
with them, | 


_ HuwnTs$MEN, when they get near the fox, will ſome- 
times put a hound in to draw him. This is however a 
cruel operation, and ſeldom anſwers any other purpoſe 
than 
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than to oecaſſon tlie dog à bit bitey che fox 
rally being tewa 


s head gene- 
him beſides a feCw minotescdigging 


will make it unneceſſary If you- let. the fox fir ſeire 


your n the hound will draw. aca Nn 


-You!Thould"n aiding viſa NATION 
they make ſtrong earths, which will be exptofivebadd/ 
troubleſome to yo to ſtop, or . your: ſport ciffyou 
do not. Vou, witliout doubt, remember an old Oxford 
toaſt. 1 519. bus ALL 3101 * 22 „ 2 

5089 1 Hounds: ſtaut, and morſes health g £1 ts) 

* „ Farths ell; Ropp'd, and. foxes Plenty. 


3 gde ver — , e ee er 
Alf certainly very defrable to A ox Käte 'yet 1 ap- 
l Sf, 657 + 7 . if is 


pronend the earths Jopp 4 to be the moſt neceffar ry, for 

the e out that, * uld⸗ be Süſeleſs. Bell des, „Lan 
not certain that earths are the fafeſt” places for foxes to 
breed in; for frequently, when poachers cannot dig them, 
they will catch the young foxes i in trenches, dug at the 
moutl "of "the © hole e Which, J believe they all nunin 
them. A few large 2h 8 near to Fourkouſe an E ire certainly * 
defirable, as they will draw the foxes "thither, and alter 


i 91 42 „ 
a long day, vin ſometimes bring you ho me. 1 
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Ir foxes are bred in an earth which you think unſafe, 
you had better ſtink them out: that, or indeed any diſ- 
turbance at the mouth of the hole, will make the old one 
carry them off to another place. 


In open countries, foxes, when they are much diſ- 
turbed, will lie at earth. If you have difficulty in find- 
ing, ſtinking the earths will ſometimes produce them 
again. The method which I uſe to ſtink an earth is as 
follows :—Three pounds of ſulphur, and one pound of 
afſafcetida are boiled up together ; matches are then made 
of brown paper, and lighted in the holes, which are af- 
terwards ſtopped very cloſe. —Earths, that are not uſed by 
badgers, may be ſtopped early, which will anſwer the ſame 
purpoſe; but where badgers frequent, it would be uſeleſs, 
as they would open them again. 


Bapcrrs may be caught alive in ſacks, placed at the 
mouth of the hole; ſetting traps for them, would be dan- 
gerous, as you might catch your foxes alſo. They may 
be caught by ſtinking them out of a great earth, and 
afterwards following them to a ſmaller one, and digging 


them. 


« * 


%%% ͤ 8 
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. Yovx country requires a good terrier; I ſhould, EY ; 
the black or white: terrier ;,, ſome there are o like a fox, 
that aukward people frequently miſtake one for the other. 
If you like terriers to run with your pack, large ones, at 
times, are uſeful; but in an earth, they do but little 
good, as they cannot always get up to the fox. V had 
better dot enter a young terrier at a badger: young 
terriers have not the art of ſhifting, like. old ones; and, 
if they are good for any thing, moſt probably will go vp 
boldly to, him. at once, and get themſelves moſt terribly 
bitten; for this reaſon, you ſhould enter them at young 
foxes, when you can, Before I quit this ſubject, I muſt 
mention an extraordinary inſtance of ſagacity i in a bitch- 
fox, that Was digged out of an earth with four young 
ones, and brought 1 in a fack vpwards of twenty miles to 
a gentleman i in my neighbourhood, to be turned out the 
next day before his hounds. This fox, weak as ſhe muſt 
: have been, ran in. a ſtrait line back again to her own 
country, © croſſed two rivers, and was at laſt killed near 
. to the earth the was digged out of the day before. F. oxes 
that are bred ! in the cliffs, near to the ſea, ſeldom are 
known to ramble any great diſtance from them; 3 and 
| ſportſmen, who know the country where this fox was 


turned 
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turned out, will tel you, that there is not the leaf reaſon 
think K that a ſhe could ge had wy ene ol ir,” 

8 bald the er | All by which . al 
young ones are taken, and old ones deſtroyed, traps, &c. 
to often are fatal to them. F armers, for their lambs, 
Whith, by the bye, few foxes ever kill) gentlemen for 
their game, and old women for their poultry, are their 
inveterate enemies. I' muſt, however, give an inſtance 
of civility, I once met with from a farmer, —The hounds 
had found, and were running hard; the farmer came up 
in high ſpirits, and ſaid, 1 hope, Sir, you will Kill him ; ; 
© he has done me much damage lately; he carrie 1 away 
ce all my ducks laſt week AI would not Ein him though— 


—So much for the 


«x too good a ſportſman for that,” 


CITYHLFOC 


honeſt farmer. 


In the country where I live moſt of the gentlemen are 
ſportſmen; and even thoſe who are not, ſhew every Kind 
= attention to thoſe who are; I am ſorry it is otherwiſe 
with you ; and that your old gouty neighbour ſhould de- 
troy your foxes, 1 muſt own, concerns me. I know ſome 


8 2 . gentle- 
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gentlemen, who, when. a neighbour had deſtroyed all 
their foxes, and thereby prevented them from purſuing a 
favourite amuſement, loaded a cart with ſpaniels, and went 
all together and deſtroyed his pheaſants. I think they 
might have called this very properly, lex talionis, and it 
had the deſired effect; for as the gentleman did 

think it prudent torfight them all, he took 1 
thod,—he made peace with them. He gave an öfder tht 
no more; foxes: ſhould: be deſtroyed, _ aged 
wards killed any of 2 W Sf WI, WON @ 31 
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| | (ROW; aig cfieas, e to »tgdedrquatnt en 
at ithe ame time that I give repoſe to you, let me intreat 
you to ſhew the ſame favour to your hounds and horſes, 
It i is now the breeding ſeaſon, a proper time, in- my opi- 
nion, to leave off hunting ; ; ſince it is more likely to be 
your ſervants amuſement, than yours; and is always to the 
prejudice of two noble animals, which we ſportſmen are 
bound i in gratitude to take care of. 


| AFTER a long and tireſome winter, ſurely the horſe de- 
ſerves ſome repoſe, Let him then enjoy his ſhort-lived 
liberty, and as his feet are the parts which ſuffer moſt, 
turn him out into a ſoft paſture, Some there are, who 
diſapprove of graſs, ſaying, that when a horſe is in good 
order, the turning him out undoes it all again.lt cer- 
rainly does, —Yet this, at the ſame time, I believe, that 
no horſe can be freſh in his limbs, or will laſt you long 


without 
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without it,—C OLA 4 in a hot ſtable do Bim any 
good ?—and can hard exerciſe, particularly in OHH um- 
mer, be of any advantage to him ? s it not ſoft ground 


178311 


and long reſt that will beſt refreſh his limbs, while the 
night air, and morning dews willi invigorate his body ?— 


IA {160 


Some never phyſic their hunters z only obſer Ervin 


| Wood 


en 

they rk ake them up from graſs, 1 to work the al, 
ſome turn out theirs all the 1 year, It is not vrfuat for 
ſuch as follow the latter method, to phyſic their horſes ai at 
- graſs; 3, they chen are taken up, well fed, and properly 


| exerciſ ſed to get them into order; this done, they are 
2111 21132 


turned out for a few hours every day when they are not 
40 11 19813 vet 


ridden. The paſture. ſhould be dry, and ſhould have 
JB(17 L115 J 
bur little graſs ; there they will ſtretch their limbs, and 


54a 
cool their bodies, and wil take as much exerciſe as is 


5 ys have Temarked, that thus treated 
they catch fewer colds, have the uſe of their limbs more 
g freely, and are leſs liable to Iameneſs than other horſes. 
Anoth er advantage attends this method, which, 
E 5 2 Tor yourſelf, © you "will allow to be very 
material: your horſe, when once he is in order, will 


0794 11 Dei 
e. 


require” leſs ſtrong exerciſe wan grooms: generally give 
J inne e 21 4104 $143 nod Vo 


neceſſary for them. 


heir 
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"an, i. 0. 


— a» - 


nc 4; for i it, I 12 
e | * e bet” wn 
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"Ti * Earl of Pembroke, i in his Military Equiration, i is, 
I find, of the ſame opinion; he tells us,—< It i is of the 


cc  greareſt conſequence for horſes to be kept clean, regu- 


« < larly f ed, and as regularly exerciſed: but whoever ace 


« to ride i in the way of eaſe and pleaſure, without any fa- 


— 5 


« tigue on horſeback, or in ſhort, does not like to carry 
29 


2 his horſe, inſtead of his horſe 8 carrying him, muſt not 
ce ſuffer his horſe to be exerciſed by a groom; ſtanding 
« © up on his ſtirrups, holding himſelf on by. means of the 


99107 


« reins, and thereby hanging his whole dead weigh t on 


ce the horſe' 8 mouth, to the entire deſtruction of all 1 * 


174 


« is good, ſafe, or pleaſant about the animal. ——And 
in another place he ſays,— —* Horſes ſhould be turned 
ee looſe ſomewhere, or i about every day, when 
te they do not work, particularly after hard exerciſe : : 
cc ſwelled legs, phyſic, &c, will be ſaved by theſe means, 
« and many diſtempers avoide 10 He alſo obſerves chat, 
«; it is a matter of the greateſt conſequence, though few 
« attend to it, to feed horſes according to their work. 
„When the ni is ; hard, food ſhould be in plenty ; ; when 


It 
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ce jt is otherwiſe,” the food ſhould be diminiſhed mn. 

ce N the had IE: e 
1 nV no doubt that the noble author is e 

right in theſe obſervations: I am alſo of opinion that a 

handful or two of clean wheaten ſtraw, chopped ſtnall, 

and ied with their corn, would be of great ſerviee to 


your horſes, provided that you have intereſt W. we: 
your Ee | Kade on him to give it them. 


? 84k 1 of my deln as are adetitng at Ps have two 
doſes given them when they are turned out, and three 
dre before they are taken up. Graſs phyſic is of ſo 
mild a kind, that you will not find this quantity too much; 
nor have I ever known an accident happen from it, 
though it has been given in very, indifferent weather. I 
ſhould tell you, that my horſes are always taken in the 
night after they take their phyſic, though the printed 
directions, 1. believe, do not require it. Such horſes as 
are full of humours ſhould be phyſicked at houſe, ſince 
they may require ſtronger doſes than graſs phyſic will 
admit of, which, I think, is more proper to prevent 
humours, than to remove them. The only uſe I know 


in 
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in phyſicking a horſe that does not appear to want it, is 
to prevent, if poſſible, his requiring it at a time when 
you cannot ſo well ſpare him, I mean the hunting ſeaſon: 
= ſmould an accident of this kind happen, Stibiums balls, 
of which I ſend you the Roos For? will find of the 
greateſt uſe, 


Crocus Metallorum, levigated 2 0zs. 


Stibiums ditto = RE. | 
Flower of brimſtone 1 
Caſtile ſoap - - I 
Liquorice powder - 1 


Honey q. ſ. to make it into a paſte, 


A ball of one ounce weight is to be given three morn- 
ings following. The horſe muſt be kept faſting for two 
hours after he has taken it: he then may have a feed of 
corn, and, ſoon after that, moderate exerciſe, The ſame 
ſhould be repeated four days afterwards.—Theſe balls 
purify the blood, and operate on the body by inſenſible 
perſpiration, 


I FREQUENTLY give nitre to ſuch of my hunters as are 
not turned out to graſs ;—it cools their bodies, and is 
of great ſervice to them. It may be given them either 

1 in 
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in their water, or in their corn; I ſometimes give an 
ounce in each. 


I ruIxE you are perfectly in the right to mount your 
people well; there is no good œconomy in giving them 
bad horſes; they take no care of them, but wear them 
out as ſoon as they can, that they may have others. 


Tux queſtion you aſk me about ſhoeing, I am | unable 
to anſwer, Yet I am of opinion, that horſes ſhould be 
ſhod with more or leſs iron, according as the country 
where they hunt requires ; but in this, a good farrier will 
beſt direct you. Nothing certainly is more neceſſary to | 
| a horſe than to be well ſhod. The ſhoe ſhould be a pro- 
per one, and it ſhould fit his foot. Farriers are but too 
apt to make the foot fit the ſhoe. My groom carries a 
falſe ſhoe, which juſt ſerves to ſave a horſe's hoof, when 
he loſes a ſhoe, till it can be put on again. In ſome 
countries you ſee them loaded with ſaws, hatchets, &c. 
7 am glad that the country in which 1 hunt does not re- 
quire them. In the book I have juſt quoted, you will 
find the ſhoeing of horſes treated of very much at large, 


I beg 


H U N T 1 N G. 321 


I beg leave, therefore, if you want further information on 
that head, to refer you to it. 


Havine declared my diſapprobation of ſummer hunt- 
ing, on account of the horſes, I muſt add, that I am not 
leſs an enemy to it on account of the hounds alſo ; they, 
I think, ſhould have ſome time allowed them to recover 
the ſtrains and bruiſes of many a painful chace ; and their 
diet, in which the adding to their ſtrength has been, 
perhaps, too much conſidered, ſhould now be altered. 
No more fleſh ſhould they now eat; but in its ſtead, ſhould 
have their bodies cooled with whey, greens, and thin meat: : 
without this precaution, the mange, moſt probably, would 


be the immediate conſequence of hot weather, perhaps 
madneſs ;—direful malady ! 


As a country life has been recommended in all ages, 
as much for the contentment of the mind, as health of 
the body, it is no wonder that hunting ſhould be conſi- 
dered by ſo many as a neceſſary part of it, ſince nothing 


conduces more to both: a great genius has told us, that 
| it is 


2 Better 
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Better to hunt in fields, for health unbougt . 
| OE Than fee the 1 doghor. E nguſeou us dra ught,, n Evel 


With regard to its beaceſol ſtatey a merge tells us : 


* IF * ID 
bits No herce 1 unruly BRIE tkreitens bende e & 
NG axe, or ſcaffold, to the view appear: 
COL v LD No ear, Epe nt, and deſpair 2117 210 58912 


11 35 t | 4 1 0 et. 1 3 4¹ 1 enn 0 12 egi 
And for the contentment which is e to accompany 


- w * 3+. >» Ik LS. 3 9 
a country life, we have not only the beſt authority of our 
own time to ſupport it, but even that of the beſt poets of 


the Auguſtan age. Virgil ſurely felt what he wrote, 


SEM 15 0 K. 
when he ſaid, 8 0 fertunati nimium : ſua fi bona norint, agri- 
32 00 55 B14 
cc colz;* and Horace $ famous ode, cc Beatus ille Jui procul | 
, 259 Tritte | 1 ® 131]: f 


«x eli, ſeems not leſs to come from the heart of a 


fTi 1 FI: {ht 


man, who 1 is generally allowed to have had a perfect know- 
C631 3280 {hi ion 

ledge of mankind ; and this, even at the time when he 

was the favourite of the greateſt emperor, and in the 


— of al the magnificence of the greateſt city in the 
19,53 34 
worl 


2 * £ a * «Y a5 un 3 - 2 4 * i * » 2 .: Pu L * 
; 310 n f vi IS | v 2 2 ' 2 : 7 


Tu elegant Pliny alſo, in his epiſtle to Minutius 
Fundanus, which is admirably tranflated by the Earl of 
Wn whilſt he "arraigns the life he leads at Rome; ſpeaks 


with 


with a kind of rapture of a country life. Welcome,” 
ſays he, „thou life of integrity and virtue! welcome 
ec ſweet and innocent amuſement! Thou that art almoſt 
ce preferable to buſineſs and employment of every kind.” — 
And it was Bere, we are told, that the great Bacon expe- 
rienced his trueſt felicity. With regard - to the Orium cum 7 
dignitate, ſo much recommended, no one, [1 believe, un- 
derſtands the true meaning of it better, or practiſes it 
more ſucceſsfully than you do. 


A RvR life, I think, is better ſuited to chis country 
than to any other; becauſe the country in England affords 
pleaſures and amuſements unknown in other countries * 
and becauſe its rival, our Engliſh town (or ton) life, 
perhaps is a leſs pleaſant one than may be found elſewhere. 
If this, upon a nice inveſtigation of the matter, ſhould 
appear to be ſtrictly true, the concluſion that would ne- 
ceſſarily reſult from it might prove more than I mean 

it ſhould; therefore we will drop the ſubject. Should 
you, however, differ from me in opinion of your town 


life, and diſapprove what I have ſaid concerning it, you 
may excuſe me, if you pleaſe, as you would a lawyer who 


by | does 
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does the beſt he can for the party for hom he is re- 
tained. I think you will alſo excuſe any expreſſions I'may 
have uſed, which may not be current here ; if you find, 
as I verily believe you may, that I have not made uſe 
of a French word, but when I cou¹i not have expreſſed 
my meaning ſo well by an Engliſh one. It is only an 
| unneceſſary and affected application of a foreign language, 
that, in Ln opinion, is . of cenſure, 15 


4 


To thoſe who may think the danger which attends on 
hunting a great objection to the purſuit, of it, I muſt 
beg leave to obſerve, that the accidents which are occa- 
ſioned by it ate very few. I will venture to ſay, that 
more bad accidents happen to ſhooters in one year, than 
to thoſe who follow hounds in ſeven. You vill remind 
me, perhaps of the death of T——k,: and the fall of 
D——t but do accidents never happen on the road ? 
the moſt famous huntſman and boldeſt rider of his time, 
after having hunted' A pack of hounds for ſeveral years 
unhurt, loſt his dife at laſt by a fall from his horſe, as 
he was returning home. A ſurgeon of my acquaintance 
has aſſured me, that in thirty years en in a ſporting 

country, 
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country, he had not once an opportunity of ſetting a 
bone for a ſportſman, though ten packs of hounds. were 
kept in the neighbourhood. This gentleman, ſurely, 
muſt have been much out of luck, or hunting cannot be 
ſo dangerous as it is thought —Beſides they are all timid 
| animals that we purſue, nor 1s there any danger in attack- 
ing them :—They are not like the furious beaſt of the 
Gevaudan, which, as a French author informs us, twenty 
thouſand French Chaſſeurs went out in vain to kill. 


Ir my time in writing to you, has not been ſo well- 
employed as it might have been, you at leaſt will not find 
that fault with it: nor ſhall I repent of having employed 
it in this manner, unleſs it were more certain than it is, 


that I ſhould have employed it better, It is true, theſe 


letters are longer than I firſt intended they ſhould be: 
they would have been ſhorter, could I have beſtowed more 
time upon them.—Some technical words have crept in 


imperceptibly, and with them, ſome expreſſions better 


ſuited to the field, than to the cloſet ; nor 1s it neceſ- 
fary, perhaps, that a ſportſman, when he is writing to a 


ſportſman, ſhould make excuſes for them, In ſome of 
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my letters you will have found great variety of matter; 
the variety of queſtions contained in yours, made it ſome- 
times unavoidable. I know there muſt be ſome tauto- 
logy; it ſcarcely is poſſible to remember all that has been 


ſaid in former letters; let that difficulty, if you pleaſe, 
excuſe the fault. I fear there may be ſome contradictions 
for the ſame reaſon, and I doubt there ſhould: be many 
exceptions. I truſt them all to your .candour, nor can 
they be in better hands. I hope you will not find that 
I have at different times given different opinions ; but 
ſhould that be the caſe, without doubt you will follow 
that opinion which coincides moſt with your own. If on 
any points I have differed from great authorities, I am ſorry 
for it: I have never hunted with thoſe who are looked 
up to as the great maſters of this ſcience; and, when 
1 differ from them, it is without deſign. Other methods, 
without doubt, there are, to.make the keeping of hounds 
much more expenſive ; which, as I do not practice myſelf, 
I ſhall not recommend to you ;—treated after the manner 
here deſcribed, they will kill foxes, and ſhew you ſport. 
I have anſwered all your queſtions as conciſely as I have 
been able, and it has been my conſtant endeayour to ſay 
no 
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no wore than 1 thought the ſubject required. he time 
ſmen, and abler 


may come, when more experienced. ſ 20 


pens, may do it greater juſtice; till then, accept the obſer- 
vations that I have made: take them; read them ;— 


try them. — There was a time when I ſhould readily, have 
eceived>rhe” information they give, imperfect as i it may 

u, berepertence is ever a flow teacher, and I have had 
Ace With regard to books, Somervile is the only 


author whom I have found of any uſe on this ſubject; you 
will admire the poet, and eſteem the man; yet I am not 
certain that you will be always ſatisfied with the leſſons 


of the huntſman. Proud of the authority, IJ have quoted 


from him as often as it would ſuit your purpoſe, and for 


your "lil have 1 btaved the evident diſadvantage that 
attended it. I wiſh this elegant poet had anſwered all 


your queſtions ; ; you then would have received but one 
letter from me- to refer you to him. That no other 
writer ſhould have followed his ſteps, may thus, I think, 
be accounted for :—thoſe gentletien-who make a profeſ- 
lion of writing, live chiefly in town; conſequently can- 
not be ſuppoſed to know much of hunting; and thoſe 
who do know any thing of it, ate either ſervants who 
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CANNOT; write, r. oCQUALTY 8e otlemen hor Will hot. give 
themſelyes che troubles, Hqwever, ILhaxe met with ſome 
curious remarks, which I cannot help communisating to 
you. One author tells us, that © courſing is more agree- 
20 « able than hunting, becauſe it is ſooner over N hit 4 
cc terrier 15) 0" mungyel' greybound: Land e tba Acgr pave 
6 bn "ebughs N 3b neg. 25184 gailliz 
2 *19ftsm il [is 1 JE9 7 AE 5113 3819 CIO 21157 slfogiid 
 'AtoTHER(a'Fre . thor) adviſes us to gte A Hüfſe, 
after hunting, „ ſoup made of bread and wink! dn an 
onibh. —I fear au Engliſh groom would eat the bon, 
ah@ drink the Wine bost O .yet voy ,3dvin 912 i q h 
—.5 100 Y 413 510 led ble 5: %; Hoot S100 & wont 
27 Pde>dathe author has alſo a very particular metliod of 
catchingþribbilisy whICh o will pleaſe to take im his own 
words, he calls it—Chaſſe du lapin a 1 7 807 cc Cette 


+ Nod 10 % e Io ga 148. J 
2205 2 N f perſonnes ne veulent employer bY furets 


& nm armes 4 f 2 * pos des" pic 5 "une extremite. 4" un 
ee terrier,” 28 a 2 n 4 4 n une ecrcviſe; ; "ap animal arrive 
CO ts FRI. 1 87 lab, 16 pi, a, 75 attacks 
"8 avec tant de force, que le quadrupede eſt oblige 6 2 1 3 


15 < portant a abe lui. Jon! ennemi, et vient Ai eit p prendre. dans le 
6 * filet et 900 en lui a tends. 2 Vouverture Able Lien: Cette. chalſe 
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re gemande beaucoup ds patience? les bperunionſ de Pecreviſſe ont 
etc ientes, mai, ali elles qons quelque bis PIUS fur EO ge el 
66 Aufruf 102 ) quar) Jones | Hd isnt eon 
5 9nE 910MM ei gnihinos . 91100108 oO o 
Tse geneleman's 8. „aner W at hunting rabbits 
mich a dobfter.s reminds me of a method harlequin has of 
killing hares, not leſs ingenious, with Spaniſh auff. 
Brighella tells him, that the hares eat up all his maſter's 
green Wheat, and that he knows not how to kill them ; 
ee nothing more eaſy, replies harlequin— L will engage 
<.t9 killthem all with wo- pennyworth of auff. They 
© come in the night, you ſay, to feed on the green Wheat s 
« ſtrew a little ſnuff over the field before they come. 
Fit ill, {et, them all a ſneezing z nobody will be by to 
gay God bleſs you, and of courſe they will all die. 511: 


SWD Mrs > KId nd nei ells2 » bo 
I BELIEVE, durin our preſent correſpondence, that I 
Wm reien JR No dec 
have twice quoted the Eneyclopedie with ſome degree of 
l 1 {9% IN 


ridicule ; 4 muſt, notvithltandin £ beg leave to ſay in 
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ſelf, that ave. great tee for t mo 
juſtice ro myſe] 135 at I 1 8 INT \ R. FR WH olga ie. «IQ moſt 
valuable v Vork. \ A Woche 1 WD 5) SD IP\ Wh Av; S 


O opening W ws book called tlie Gentlemar's 
— Riipeation, I met with the following remarkable paſſage: — 
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Manyc haveo ritten of this, ſubject, as well che antients 
« as moderns, yet but few of our countrymen-t@ ary 
te purpoſe; and had one all the authors on this ſubject 
(as, indeed on any other) eee ieee trouble 
ec. to: paſp by, than to retain, moſt moſt books being fuller of 
C words than matter, and of Gant nie is. for the coſt 
eh part yery- erroneous.” All who have written n qtbe 
ſubje& of hunting ſeem to agree in e ese pn 
indifferently .of one another. F5 III Sur 59H LIBV on 
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eee eg 56 your letters, that; I do 
not always. follow my own. rules; and, ag. proof of it: 
Ihe remarked- chat many of my hounds are oddly 
mamed3maerl es ENNOt.: deny: the charge. I leave 2 
Breati deal tomy huntſman ;:c but if you aim er 
feftion, leave asl little -as cyoti»ram help to yours. It is 
eaſter, I believe, in every inſtance to know what is right, 
tham iti is to followiit ; but, if the rules I have given are 
good. what does t ſigniſy to you; whether I follow them 
or note oitry fellow uſed to call every directing 
poſt he fc docror. He was afked, hy he called them 
ſo d- e Why, maſter, ſaid he, I never ſee them but they 
fe: or! me in mind of the parſon of our pariſh, who con- 
ce ſtantly 
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4 ſtantly points out à road to us he does not an ; 


himſelf. 05. 10 16 wot 3Ud 10% - eftobGgi 26 
Bordii 210} go z1oritis 9713 Tis ono ben ns : 9loquug ** 


Ix I can add to the amuſement of ſuch as follow this 


diverſion, I ſhall not think that I have been ill employed; 


and; if the rules which are here given may any ways tend 


26preferys that friendly animal the hound from one unne- 
Loffiry ian; I ſhall not think that they have been Written 
in vain. It never was my expectation to be able to ſend 
you 8 complete treatiſe :—=Thoughts on Hunting, in a ſeries 

of Familiar: Letters, were all IJ propoſed xe myſelf the plea- 


ſure of ſending to you: the trouble 1 have taken in 


writing them; intitles me to ſome'indulgence;” h6# Hed I, 
therefore, whilſt I endeavour to render them of uſe} Rand 
in any dread of criticiſm. Vet, if any man, as idle 484 
haue already declared myſelfo to be; ſhould take the trou- 
ble to criticiſe theſe letters, tell him this.: An acquaint- 
ance of mine, who had beſtowed much time in improving 
his place, whenever he heard it found fault With, * aſked 
$.where, the.critic lived? whether he had any place)of his 
eee he had attempted any improvements? 
te and concluded with promiſing 4 peep at it. — The 
grogleman here alluded to had lels mami than your 
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humble ſervant. Take therefore my: ſentiments in the 
following lind 20h 02 bavoinn eyognt 1190) dw ebnvord H 
+953} 419514 dave duo 991801} HIS 2 Hh bas 181d e 
— ti:quid. uoviſti rectius iti, 5 

Candidus Impertl fi non, bis ulere merum. Hon. 


2280 „hi. 1 110 DE 51 f £} 7 6 en J i; 2 | ae 
92163 of 101 0810 2: Aso gatsd 101! 4 


Tur incloſed curfod\ dir pea nech v ve Euthor 


919 o Tat A991] CIV $1613 118. YG bi 3801001 5d bluore 
a hunting Jong 3 it is wort th FOE notice Once more 
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Hark! the notes es of le melod rench fg. 108 
On oy 115 etly the gels Jen gut in the mn. 
She tells you 15 is mounted on arter his ſteed | 
And invites you all to the cover with ſpeed 


Of all pleaſuxes or paſtimes ever heard or ſeen 
There's none in che + eee ee eee e ) vollsH 


101 Tos ji 9y9n JHiw Re bng ng. 
Hark SPS, -- ounds axe all in KY 


= ! the O 9 
The fox they 1 "and. *to h his kennel they ging 


— 


He's forced now thorow the woods for to fly 


Tho nothing can ſayve him 815 the earth and the wy. 
(Of inn 0) 6% 166 ws 1 1) 
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Hark A bark F Cut g ie wh Shes.” "INN FRY reg * : 
"And ty u the Nax th 50 He will feek rn N ging; MO 
2 227 will run him untill that he 

Unleſs ſome kind earth fave him in his e 


Of all pleaſures | 
The 
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The hounds with their i ingoys reſound to the ſky; | gniwol o 
There's Stateley and Empreſs the earth ſcarce touch * their feet 
There's Chaſir and Primmer all „ n e of 

Of all pleaſures N nde 


ee 


Triumph and Driver now puſn to head the whole pack 
Whipſter being ſtole his place for to take 


_\ uch raſcally.. treatment as theſe. H 117, ,in, an 
Should be reproach'd by all thoſe who ſeck for to fel. T2 
910i fan pleaſures | 21 e IG WA. 


\ Ti 


a : || 
fait b& 4% 2. 5 = 


Bold Reynard naw 5nding his ſpeed will not do 
Betakes to the woods the hounds way not him | purſue er 
But the hounds as at firſt to the cover the ey aha 
And ſwear old Reynard i in the field of Vonour thallg Fr 29 5 
Of all pleaſures £ I 5 9 ol 


WY nent _ 
There s Trimbuſh aud 8 and ere as 200 JE 
Ralley Cleanly and Comfort drives on thorow the NT 
Emperor and Conqueror will never him, forſake e 
But drives on full ſpeed thoroy e every breake 


Of all pleaſures 1 
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Old Reynard finding the cover can't fave "a 99419 
Lurkes on for the earth that us'd to denden 0 
But Smiler he ſees him and ſoon overtake 1 


And poor Reynard his exit in the field of E Pf e 
Of all pleaſures 5 
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The hounds now eager to enjoy their reward a 
The huntſman as eager-checks them with a word | 


| He beheads old Reynard and takes of ee, gi : 


And to the hounds: gives his karcaſs ae Din! 
Of all pleaſures 2 br fr. 95 


+ 


The hounds now well pleaſed wallow on the ground 
The huntſman as well pleaſed to ſee his company OF 
He buckles Reynard's head to his ſaddle with a ftrap 
And with his ribbon tyes the 9 his r 1 

Of all pleaſures | 


Our ſport being ended and our holes full zaded . 


We return home well pleaſed with our en amazed 
Saying was their ever ſuch hounds as theſe 4. 

Or ever ſuch hunting on — — — —Wweares 

Of all pleaſures or paſtimes ever heard or ſeen. | 


There's none in the world like to merry hunting 
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Page 3. I. 19. dele that, ; Page 123. J. 5. dele PE? 
14. I. 5. for few read ſmall, I , 143. 1.21. dele tw, 
27. I. 20, for the read s. | 160. 1, 10, for but read yer. 
28. 1, 1. for F read from | 170, I. 9. for other fide read other fide of. 
42. I. 5. dele proper. | | 276, 1, ult. for is read ore, 
48. 1. 1. dele fbould, I 277. 1. 16, for ſole read chief. 
76. 1, 4. dele the, 224. I. 3. for cerain read certain. 


$1, 1, 12, for inſtructions read infirufors, | 231. I. 5. and 6. no italic, 
85. 1. 12. after cunning inſert it. 1 297. I. 6. for the read in, 
108. I. 2. dele the, 
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